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Group 2 countdown 


Everything points to a fascinating opening round in 
the European Touring Car Championship next month. 
If the stories that have filtered from the Ford Motor 
Company of Cologne and from BMW down in Munich 
over the winter months are to be believed, then the 
series will be nothing less than sensational. It promises 
to be the best in its history. 

Although there is basically only two German 
manufacturers who will contest the European champ- 
ionship, the needle that exists between them will be 
worth waiting for. There are many who feel that the 
touring car championship is now of more significance 
than the current Group 5 World Championship, which 
is unpopular to the extent that it will be phased out at 
the end of next year. Ford and BMW have poured, and 
will continue to pour, vast amounts of Deutschmarks 
into winning the championship. And a repeat of the 
1972 situation, in which Ford won almost everything, 
highest championship points total was scored by Alfa 
Romeo by dint of Autodelta’s clean sweep in the 1300 ce 
division is unlikely to be repeated, This year there is no 
1300 cc division, simply up to and over 2000 cc. 
While the two German giants are knocking each 
other off the race tracks of Europe, some consistent 
performances by a team in the 2-litre division could 
Secure the series. The team managers, having been 
caught out before, are therefore preparing works and 
semi-works deals 'so the battle will be continued in 
this class too. 

Ford's plans for this series were announced at a 
glittering party in Cologne last week. These include 
three Capris, each of which weighs in at 925 kilos and 
Produces about 320 bhp. To conduct these powerful 
machines, Mike Kranefuss has the signatures of 
Jackie Stewart, Jody Scheckter, Jochen Mass, Dieter 
Glemser, Gerry Birrell, John Fitzpatrick, Hans Hayer 
and Gérard Larousse. The counter move by BMW, 
expected to be an equally glamorous affair to court the 
attention of the world’s press, will be held in a week's 
time. So far, there have been only guesses about what 
Jochen Neerpasch has lined up in Bavaria in reply, 
but it seems that the 3.0 CSLs, weighing some 1090 
kilos and producing about 360 bhp each, will be in the 
hands of an equally impressive driver line-up. 

As we've said before, motor racing still attracts the 
volume manufacturers. But unlike the days of yore, 
when Mercedes-Benz and Auto Union were Grand Prix 
competitors, today’s manufacturers are saloon car 
specialists. The product they are promoting in this big 
battle for prestige and sales, bear a greater resemblance 
to showroom cars than’ formula cars. The big 
manufacturers are still there; it's just that their 
priorities have changed. 


our cover picture 


McLaren's 1973 Fl challenger, the M23, with Denny Hulme and 
McLaren director Teddy Mayer, at the announcement last week. 
Denny writes about the new car on page 21. Poe 
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Ford of Germany 


announce star Capri 
line-up for 1973 


Ford against BMW—one of the 
most exciting prospects in the 
history of the European Touring 
Car Championship seems set to 
happen in 1973 with both manu- 
facturers fielding much-improved 
cara and a star-studded line-up 
of drivers. 

Last weekend In Berlin, Ford 
announced their plan of ‘attack 
for the European Championship. 
and next week in Munich BMW 
will be revealing their strategy. 

Fords have. developed | much 
Improved versions of their last 
year's. engines for thelr new 
Capris, and the power output 
has been increased to 320 bhp. 
The 2990 ce Capris with their five 
speed ZF boxes, look radically 


Ford's 
Kranefus: 


‘mastermind, Michael 


different, being the larest models 
with now flared wings, venting 
in the bonnet and revised brake 


cooling. The wheel rims are 
wider ‘this year, being 12 in 
and 14 in, and the latest Capri 


now tops the scale at just 925 
kilos. 

‘Among the equipment used on 
this year's Capris will be Texaco 
for petrol, Dunlop for tyres, ATE 
for ‘brakes, Bosch for electrics 
‘and Bilstein for shock absorbers 

‘At Hockenheim last week, Ford 
drivers Dieter Glemser, Gerry 
Birrell, Hans Heyer and Jochen 
Mass" put the latest "model 
through its paces and recorded 
times 2} s under the outright 
saloon car lap record, 

Ford of Germany's boss 
Michael Kranefuss has employed 
the services of a number of 
formidable drivers. Contracted 


Capri drivers this year are Jackie 
Stewart, Jody Scheckter, Jochen 
Mass, 

Birrell, 


Dieter Glemser. Gerry 
John Fitzpatrick, Hans 


European Touring Car series for 
Ford in the past two years, and 
Fitzpatrick joins Birrell ‘after 
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leading the BMW attack last 
year. Scheckter will be having 
his first saloon races since the 
1971 Ford. Escort Challenge 
series, although he started tis 
racing career in South Africa in 
a Renault. German Heyer will 
also be driving in F3 and a 
Porsche Carrera this year, as well 
as a Capri 

In addition to competing in 
every round of the European 
Touring Car series, Ford's Capri 
programme includes the Belgian 
and German national saloon car 
championships, and the Nor- 
burgring 1000 Kms and the Le 
Mans 24 Hours, the latter two 
races belng rounds in the World 
Championship of Makes, where 
Ford hope to do battle against 
BMW and the Porsche Carreras. 

The first round in the Euro- 
pean Touring Car series takes 
Place at Monza on March 25, 
when the Capri driver pairings 
will be: Stewart and Glemser ; 
Mass and Scheckter; Birrell and 
Fiezpatrick. 


BMW's attack 

Under Jochen _Neerpasch, 
BMW's attack comes with the 
‘opening of the factory's new com 
petitions department in Munich 
next week. Their 3.3-litre BMW 
coupes. are expected to produce 
between 350 and 360 bhp com: 
pared with Ford's 320 bhp, but 
the new BMWs (although much 
lighter than last year), are 
rumoured to be some 165 kilos 
heavier than their Ford opponents. 
BMWs drivers are headed by 
Grand Prix drivers Chrle Amon 
and Niki Lauda. Other BMW 
pilots will include Dieter 
Quester, former Ford Driver Hans 
Stuck Junior, 1970 European G2 
champion “Toine —_Hezemans, 
Harald Menzel, Jean-Pierre Jarier 
and Brian Mult. 


Impressive times 

BMW were testing their new, 
more potent and thuch lighter 
toechines vat Paul Ricard. ast 
week. It is. reported ‘that Stuck 
Took the 33° tcre BMW" around 
Ricard io 2m 12 5, wi 
Compares. very favourably with 
Ford "of Germany's. best lap in 
1972 by Mass of 2m 134 sand 
last years best BMW. tap tine 
there set by Fitzpatrick “of 2m 
146s BMW are expected to be 
tending "at least three factory 
Care to Monza," sichough some 
fay be in Alpina or Schnitzer 
ule 

The battle for supremacy 
between Ford and BMW in 1978 
touring. car racing. promises, {0 
bevone of the greatest contests 
ever "saged in “the history. of 
European’ saloon car” racing 
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Hesketh backs 
Maskell in F3 


Lord Hesketh, the man who is 
sponsoring James Hunt in both 
Fl and F2 Surtees this year, 
has “announced further sponsor: 
snip plans. Newcomer to. the 
stable is popular Yorkshire driver 
Barrie Maskell. Hesketh Racing 
will run Maskell in conjunction 
with Competition Car magazine. 
Maskell will probably have 
the cholce of two chassis to run 
in all the Formula 3 champion- 
ships this year. The cars are a 
GRD and a new Dastle Mk 10. 
Justin Haler is currently 
lating with Mike Warner 
GRD which \Maskell will 
use in the John Player Champ- 
Konship. 


Barrie Maskell—Dastle F3. 


Maskell has been one of the 
leading F3 drivers for a long 
time but nearly always with 
second hand equipment 

by underfinanced teams. 
association with Hesketh should 
enable him to put a full season 
of competitive racing together 
and realise his potential in the 
way that James Hunt did with 
Hesketh last year. 

The tie-up with Dastle is an 
interesting one. It was the 
Hesketh racing team which in- 
troduced the Geoff Rumble- 
designed Mk 9 to F3 last year. 
His Lordship commented that he 
was delighted to continue hi 
association with Dastle, 

Bubbles Horsley, who drove 
‘one of last year's Mk 9s but has 
Since retired from the. cockpit, 
will have overall responsibility 
is team manager for both Hunt 
‘and Maskell 


© Our spy in Norfolk got a shock 
last week when Andy Sutcliffe 
was seen at the GRD factory. 
Could he be in line to deputise 
for the injured Dave Walker in 
the F2 car? Unlikely. Apparently 
he was asked to do some testing 
of customer F3 cars at Snetter- 
ton but the session was snowed 
of. 


STP and March 
to break up? 


STP are very unlikely to_con- 
Yinue to sponsor March's Formula 
1 programme after the South 
African Grand Prix. Before the 
Brazilian Grand Prix, March’ 
Max Mosley saw STP's Ma 
Mosley to try to continue STP's 
March tie-up, but it seems Mr 
Granatelli was unimpressed with 
the team’s "find" Jean-Pierre 
Jarier and Granatelti wanted to 
‘see how he went in the Brazilian 
GP before making a decision, 
After Jarier's disappointing result 
in Brazil, it seems extremely un- 
Ukely that Granatelli will “want 
anything to do with the March 
Fl connections after South 
Africa, particularly with STP's 
other ‘tie-ups such as Graham 
McRae winning the Tasman title 
and Richard Petty's) win at 
Daytona, doing 90 well. Inciden- 
tally, at’ Daytona, Granatelli_ was 
the ‘guide to King Hussein of 
Jordan, who was at the circuit. 

Apparently Jarier’s sponsorship 
from. Marcel Arnold, Marlboro 
and Shell will keep his F1 March 
drive Intact. 


Hunt's injury 


Following on the new: 
Walker had broken his 
Feports of two more ci 

Last Sunday James Hunt broke 
his arm after falling over. "1 wat 
down "in. the. country” having 
Tonch and then started play 
silly games onthe lawn afte 
wards ike “they. do in th 
Country and just fell over, 
explained James 

However on. Tuesday James 
was confident that he would be 
Be" enough to drive “by the 
end of the week and completely 
‘okay’ by "Mallory. 

‘The other cavualty was Ray 
Mallock who broke his knee cap 
‘while. on the ‘Clubmans Register 
Ski holiday in Ttaly. He returned 
to England on Monday where the 


break was found not to be 
serious and the plaster has been 
removed. 


Hulme: GPDA President 


Denny Hulme was elected Presi- 
dent of the Grand Prix Drivers 
‘Association after the Brazilian 
Grand Prix. He takes over from 
Jackie Stewart, who has to retire 
from office, on April 1. Stewart 
took over the Presidency after 
Jo Bonnier was killed at Le Mans 
inst year. 

Hulme, the 1967 World Cham- 
pion and CanAm Champion in 
1968 “and 1970, was elected 
unanimously by the GPDA, which 


has now reverted to its Original 
form as being just for Grand 
Prix drivers. 

The new address for the 


GPDA, which Is now run by 
Andrew Ferguson is East Carle- 
ton, Norfolk, NOR 94W. 
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New G5 Ferrari tests Marches 


Brian Redman was down at 
{s much smoother with an 
12 "engine {above). The FI 


Poul Ricard testing Ferraris 
integral 
gearbox 


is used. with 


Between ‘the 
inboard 


new G5 challenger recently. 
rollover 
ventilated dise 


The bodywork 
is an airbox for the flat 
rear brakes (below left) 


bars 


safety 
improvements 


Snetterton circult Is undergoing 
some changes before this year's 
Season starts with a view to 
improving the safety aspect 

‘A new slip road to the pits 
nd paddock has been construc 
ted, leaving the circuit just prior 
to ‘Russell Corner and. running 
inside the bend. The banks on 


the inside of Coram and Riches 
have been removed together with 
the marshal's posts. Rubber mar- 


kers, as used at Brands Hatch and 
Silverstone will mark the inside 
line, 

‘Many of the concrete run off 


areas on the outside of the track 
especially at Riches, have been 
broken up and the areas will 
be grassed and graded. The bank 


opposite the startline where John 
Jordan his his horrific erash, has 
‘also. been removed along ‘with 
the bumpy concrete part of the 
circuit. Armco will line. the 
track from Russell to Riches and 
Riches will be faced with 
sleepers 

The work should be finished in 
time for the first meeting on 
April 1 
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Chequered Flag 
back Mallock 


The Chequered Flag are to spon. 
sor one of Britain's most. promis 
ing young drivers, Ray Mallock, 
in Formula Atlantic this year. 
Mallock bought the ex-Beu! 

Hunt March 712 F2 chassis last 


December to use in FA but’ had 
insufficient finance to run the 
car. The tie up with the 
Chequered Flag means that he 


will be able to do both Atlantic 
championships ‘with the car 
which is currently being updated 
to. 732. specification which In- 
cludes new bodywork and. rear 
end wing setup. This entails 
repositioning the oll tank. and 
cooler also on a “monster 
bracket” to enable quick ratio 
changes. 

Mallock will use a Holbay pre. 
pared BDA engine; he will. be 
the first person to race this 
engine although Roger William. 
son did practice one briefly at 
the end of last year. The car will 
be painted in the black and white 
colours of Chequered Flag and 
will be entered. in their name. 
Mallock will also. receive "con: 
tinued support from) V.—L. 
Churchill” who make garage 
equipment in Daventry and have 
supported Ray during the last 
couple of years. Duckhams will 


be providing the lubricants, 
After being Shell Clubman's 


| 


Ray 


a] SN 


Ginn’s problem 


Neil Ginn, who put in some 
promising performances Inst 
year with the Lyle and Scott 
Yifronts-sponsored F3" GRD, 
hopes to continue in the formula 
this year. However, Lyle and 
Scott have pulled out and Ginn 
is left with the car and Nova 


motor engine but with no money 
to run it. He hopes to be able 
to take the car to the first F3 
race at Brands Hatch on March 
4 and would very much like to 
hear from ‘any prospective 


Allen’s TS8 


Alan Brodie’s Servis Appliances 


Racing Team, which enters 
Steve Thompson's F5000 
Chevron, will run @ second car 
in this year's Rothmans 
championship. Brodie has 
retained the Surtees TS8 which 
Thompson drove last year and 


will enter it for Ray Allen. Allen 
has been doing F5000 for the past 
two years with Jackie Epstein's 
team. Both cars will use Race 
Engine Services-prepared Chev- 
rolet engines. 


quick at 
Ricard 


Jean-Pierre Jarier, testing the 
works March-BMW 732 F2 car 
for the first time last week at 


Paul Ricard, really showed the 
potential of the new combination 


with some dramatic times, Al- 
though the team went to the 
French circuit for a week, they 


were only able to get out on one 
day because of snow. Neverthe: 
less Jarier got down to a lm 
54.0 s on the long circuit, which 
is 6.1 § below Jacky Ickx’s lap 
record for F2 set in a BMW in 
1971, and also quicker than 
Jackie Stewart's official Fl. lap 
record of 1 m 54.9 s set In 1971 
The fastest unofficial FI time was 
set by Stewart last December of 
1m 522 6. 

Jarier was absolutely delighted 
with the car but sald that the 
times were not so much caused 
by the engine superiority (as. it 
was minus an air box and losing 
revs), but by the handling of the 


Testing, under the eye of 
Harvey Postlewaite, also saw the 
first appearance of tan Taylor's 
workscbacked F3__Baty-March, 


After Jarier did the shakedown 
tests and got down to 2m 29's, 


just 1.9 $ slower than the FZ 
record, Taylor got in. the car 
and recorded an identical time 
and pronounced himself very 


happy with the car. Russell Wood, 
who is driving a works supported 
F3 car for the Chequered Flag 
this year has been testing it In 
Britain recently and has also been 
putting in some extremely quick 


times, Altogether the prospects 
for the Bicester firm look very 
bright in thelr main customer 
formulae this year. 

‘Incidentally, on the way back 
from the testing, Tan Taylor's 
team manager, Chris Marshall, 


and Bill Harding, former entrant 
of Cobra driver Shaun Jackson, 
were “mugged in Marseilles. 
They had all their money stolen 
and were beaten about somewhat. 
However, after a tour of the city 
in a police car one of the culprits 


was ‘caught and the gendarmes 
doled out some of their own 
treatment in a most dramatic 
fashion which left the culprit 
worse for wear. 

‘Also down at Ricard were 


Mark Donohue in the new 
Porsche 917 TC1O Can Am car 
and the BMW saloon car team. 

Donohue made the Fl times 
look rather silly when he took 


the 1000. bhp monster » round 
in 1 m 46.0 s, The adjustable 
chassis, which he tested earlier 


this year, was in order that the 
team’ could get the optimum 
fength and has now been dis- 
carded. 

Hans Stuck and Toine Heze- 
mans were driving the BMW 
Silitre CSLs and were lapping in 
steady 2 m 11s, which compares 
well with the Ford Capri lap 
record of 2 m 13s. Donohue 
went round in Herbert Muller's 
Porsche Carrera and did a 
2m7s. 


Daytona Super Vee 
to Manfred Schurti 


Manfred Schurti took his Royale 
RP18 to a $3850 win at the World 
‘Super Vee Championship race at 
Daytona on February 11 when he 
out-foxed Sweden's Bertil Roos 
(Tui BH3) in a lastlap slipstream 
manoeuvre. These two drivers 
pulled away from the rest of the 
field after a first lap incident de- 
layed other cars. They took it in 
turn to lead as each slipstreamed 
past the other around Daytona’s 
fast, banked circuit. 


Manfred Schurti and Daytona 
dolly, 


Westbury 
retires 


One of Formula 2's staunchest 
Drivateers, Peter Westbury, has 


Announced his retirement from 
ycing t concentrate on man- 


his name in hillelimbiny 
the P99) Furguson 
drive car and then with his own 
Fel s. He turned to 
circuit racing in 1968 when he 
ran three Brabhams for himself, 
Derek Bell and Mac Daghorn. In 
1969 he graduated to F2 with a 
Brabham BT30 and stayed faith- 
ful to the marque to the end 
with a BT36 and BT38, He 
had a_one-off FI drive at Wat- 
kins Glen in 1970 but he non- 
started when the engine blew up. 
His cars were always powered 


Felday set-up, which he has also 
decided to fold. To keep himself 
busy in the sport Westbury will 
be helping John Coombs with 


his two-car Alpine F2 team. 
faithful mechanic, Jim Charman, 
who consistently turned out a 
very smart and competitive car, 
and Mac Daghorn, who ran the 
engine shop, have gone with him, 
Peter will continue asa GPDA 
circuit inspector and as their 
representative at the CSI. He 
will possibly drive a sports car 
on occasions if he gets the right 
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‘At the 17th and last Jap neither 


wanted to lead. Schurti, driving 
the Racing Car Show’ Royale, 
eventually changed down to third 
Bear to get Roos ahead before the 
run-in for the finish, when Schurti 
pulled out of his slipstream to 
win by 5 metres from the Tul 

Schurti started the race with a 
pole position advantage after 
winning his five-lap heat. The 
early stages of the race were 
contested by Helmuth Kolnigg up 
with the leaders. He had got out 
Of shape going into the first turn, 
causing several cars to take 
avoiding action and the American 
Bob Willlams to spin to the back 
Of the field. Aided by a powerful 
Huffaker "engine, however, 
Williams was able to work back 
up to seventh by the end while 
Koinigg fell back a distant third 
as the race wore on and his 
engine went sick with carbura- 
tion problems. 


Fourth overall was heat-winner 


took fourth on the final 
ing as Schurti had. 
return. match comes to 
Europe on September 30 at 
Hockenheim. 


Shadow Fl 
going well 


Alan Rees informed us that our 
‘source about the Shadow testing 
at Paul Ricard was rather in- 
accurate, Rees says that the 
Shadow, in the same trim as it 
had been at Silverstone _pre- 
viously, showed no major prob- 
Jems at the French circuit. The 
team played around with suspen- 
sions ‘settings but did not have 
any overheating problems at all 

Jack Oliver really got the car 
wound up at one stage and 
recorded some very impressive 
times, the best of which was 
I'm 142 s which is just 1s 
slower than Jackie Stewart's lap 
record. Rees said that they were 
reasonably happy with the times 
although not overboard.  Obvi 
ously we want to be quicker 
than. Stewart. 

‘George Folimer's car was com- 
pleted two weeks ago but because 
Of his Daytona commitments with 
the Penske Porsche he was un- 
able’ to test it until last week 
at Goodwood just before it was 
sent to South Africa. 

Both cars left for Kyalami last 
Friday and the team will spend 
the mext two weeks testing at 
the circuit in preparation for the 
GP debut there on March 4. 

Back at the Northampton fac- 
tory work is progressing hard on 
Graham Hill's car which they 
hope will be ready in time for 
the Race of Champions. 


Schuppan’s problem 


BRM's enigmatic managing direc- 
tor, Louis Stanley, this week con- 
firmed that Vern Schuppan is 


Vern Schuppan—redundant ? 


stil a member of the team. 
Schuppan, who has been courted 
by BRM for almost a year, was 
Signed at the end of last’ year 


to drive Formula 1 for them in 
1973, 

However, with Clay Regazzoni, 
Jean-Pierre Beltoise and. Niki 
Lauda also on the strength, it is 
obvious that one driver will have 
to be dropped if BRM's policy of 
a three-car team is continued. 
These three have already com: 
peted in the opening races ii 
Argentina and Brazil, and are 
scheduled to drive in the third 
round, at Kyalami on March 3. 

‘Asked just when Schuppan 
would be getting « drive, Stanley 
commented, "We will have to 
play things as they come along. 
He is happy as a member of the 
team, he has a contract, he is 
paid.” 

‘Although Stanley would not 
be specific about the races that 
Schuppan will be doing. he 
replied, “You don't sign a Grand 
Prix driver to sit on the pit 
counter. Vern is a good driver 
now and, ina couple of years, 
with a bit more experience, he 
will be very competitiv 

Meanwhile, Schuppan, whose 
lips are sealed over the matter, 
is still sitting on the pit counter, 


Ferrari will 
run three G5s 


‘The Ferrari comeback to motor 
racing is complete. Last week 
they announced that they would 
be running a third car in the 
sports car championship this week 
for Carlos — Reutemann/Tim 
Schenken. This now means that 
Ferrari are running two Fl cars 
and three G5s which is exactly 
What they ran last year before 
‘announcing that they were pull- 
ie out of racing. 
Schenken was of course @ 
member of last year's victorious 
team when he drove with Ronnie 
Peterson. Reutemann's sports car 
experience fs rather limited, al- 
though he was offered a place 
in the Gulf Mirage team this 
It is not certain whether the 
third car will contest all the 
races in the championship as 
both drivers are likely to have 
F2 commitments, Schenken with 
Rondel and Reutemann with 
Brabham. The first appearance of 
the new cars and drivers in this 
year’s championship will be at 
Vallelunga on April 15. 


Nelson quits 


We regret to ammounce that Brian 
Nelson has retired from his 
single seater racing career, fol- 
lowing the loss of his girl friend 
Liz Haddick, who was killed four 
weeks ago in a motor accident. 
Liz was an integral part of the 
Nelson's team and after 10 years 
of racing, Brian has shelved plans 
to race a Crosslé 22F in the 
Yellow Pages Formula Atlantic 
Championship, and to concentrate 
fon his business, only taking part 
in the odd Group 1 saloon race 
and rally. 


Datsun enter 
British G2 


‘The Nissan-Datsun factory in 
Japan is proposing to race saloon 
cars in Britain this summer, But 
the UK concessionaires are keen 
to stress that will be purely 
an_exploratory visit, with the 
‘emphasis on learning. 

Two Cherry Coupés and a 
1200 Coupé in Group 2 trim 
will be sent over from Mr 
Namba's competitions department 
during the months of July and 
‘August. They will be driven by 
Japanese drivers, which limits 
them to international events, one 
of which will undoubtedly be the 
Grand Prix weekend at. Silver 
stone, 

Datsun's chief opposition in 
the 1300 ce division will be 
the Escort BDAs. and 
Mini-Cooper Ss, and it seems 
unlikely therefore that they will 
be fully competitive. However, 
Datsun’s record in International 
‘competition—witness their suc 
cess in East African Safari 
Rallies and. 2.5-litee TransAm 
racing—means that if the factory 
do decide to compete in inter 
national saloon car racing at a 
later stage, they will do 50 
properly. 

Such a move could also coi 
cide with an even. bigger 
push by the British conce 
aires, who began importing 
Datsuns less than five years ago 
and who in 1972. were fifth 
biggest foreign car importers. 


© The-Belgian Racing Team VDS, 
run by Count van der Straaten, 
will continue to run an F5000 
car for Teddy Pilette in this 
year's Rothmans European F5000 
championship. After | racing. 
McLaren cars in the champion- 
ship in 1971 and 1972, the team 
is switching to Chevron. A new 
Morand-engined B24 model has 
been ordered. 
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Lincoln M.C. and €.C. 
Lincoln Race Meeting — Cadwell Park 
8th April, 1973 


‘Special Saloons 
Production Saloons Formula Libre and 
Formula Ford 


(O)UILASS 


SPANISH G.P. 
BARCELONA - 
APRIL 29 


The first European Grand Prix of 1973 will be 
held at Barcelona. It will be the fourth round of 
the 1973 Championship. What a fantastic start 
to the season it has been. A classic race in 
Argentina and Fittipaldi making it two in a row 
in Brazil, Will be make it @ hat-trick in South 
Africa or will Stewart, the challenger, break the 
Sequence ? Either way, the Spanish G.P. should 
be a cracker. 

Now is your chance to decide that you will be 
there. 


LONG WEEKEND — £55 


scheduled flight from London Heathrow 


Championship rounds for 


Regulations available from 
J. Timms, Reliant 750 Formula and 
10 Coningston Crescent, 
Bracebridge Heath, Lincoln. Formula Monoposto. 


Tel.: 22603 (0522 22603) cme 


JOHN ALEY 
ROLL-OVER BARS 


The largest producer of roll-over bars 
offers a complete range of roll-over 
bars for saloons and open sports 
cars from £10.75, For competition 
drivers there is a selection of FIA- 
approved bars from £22.60. 


We leave on Friday from London Heathrow by 
scheduled service of Iberia Airlines. There is a 
choice of two departure times. Three nights’ hotel 
accommodation in Barcelona are included and 
coach transfers to and from the circuit. The 
return is on ‘Monday, April 20, and once again 
there is a choice of two departure times. 


ONE-DAY FLIGHT — £27 


direct from Luton Airport 


This visit is ideal for those whose time is limited. 
Departure on Sunday, April 29, is from Luton 
Airport by Britannia aircraft at 07.00. Arrival in 
Barcelona is at 09.40. The whole day is geered 
to visit the Grand Prix and to see something of 
Barcelona afterwards. Return arrival at Luton is 
02.00 (Monday) 


USE THE COUPON BELOW TO REQUEST 56- 

PAGE BROCHURE DETAILING 35 ITINERARIES, 

OR FOR LATEST BOOKING INFORMATION 
TELEPHONE KATE HAYNES (0533) 24181. 


PAGE & MOY LTD, 
221-223 BELGRAVE GATE, 
LEICESTER LE1 3HW. 


Fiiesy 
‘Harpenden 62671 

(GING, 53 Cowley Road, Oxtord AUTOKIT. 20. beators 
Sweet. Sutton! (Stator 4173) 

Gomberiey. Survey (Cemberiey G8525) 


ALEYBARS 


TEL: SAWSTON (02203) 2575. 
LONDON ROAD, SAWSTON. 


am 
RA 


MOTOR RACING 
FOR ALL! 


We accommodate both those who wish to try their 
hand at race car driving and those who wish to 
become racing drivers. 

Our facilities are specifically designed around you. 


Please send §6-page 1973 Motor Racing Brochure. 


Name 
Please write to our new offices at 
M & S INTERNATIONAL 
Goodwood Motor Circuit 
Chichester, Sussex 


Address 
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Shell Gold Star awards 


Shellsport are to continue thei 
Gold Star Award scheme this 
year along the same lines as in 
1972 but it is open to a greater 
range of drivers and worth much 
more, The scheme is open to all 
Users of Shell oils rather than 
those competing in Shell 
Championships. 

The only conditions of the 
award are that competitors mu 
send a signed copy of the 
result sheet after each class win 
to Ray Cunningham, Shellsport 
Gold Star Awards, Shell Retail, 
Shell-Mex House, — Strand, 
London WC2R ODX, and display 
the two Gold Star’ decals 0 
will receive in return on both 
jides of the car for the remain- 
der of the season. 


At the end of the year the 
driver with the highest number 
of victories will receive the Shell- 


BRIEFLY... 


© Gulf Mirage are currently 
carrying out some testing with 
thelr V8 and VI2 engined cars 
at Vallelunga in preparation for 
month's 1000. kms. Derek 
and John Watson are carry: 
ing out the testing in the 
that Bell and Ganley used at 
Daytona. 


@ Bob King confirmed at the 
beginning of this week that 
Royale would enter a works 
Formula Atlantic car for Tom 
Pryce in both the Yellow Pages 
and BP Championships. The car 
will be virtually identical to tast 

RPI2 which Pryce used to 
snt effect towards the end 


Hot north 
and midsKent ‘will be. linking up 
with Dartford driver Tony Brise 
this season to give regular broad- 
casts on the progress of what 
looks like being his most suc- 
cessful year yet. Radio Medway 
will carry reports about the pro- 
gress of Brise and his F3 GRD 
after every race. Medway broad. 


sport Gold Star Award and a 
cheque ‘for £300, with cheques 
for £200, £100 and €50 for the 
competitors. with the next 
highest totals. 

‘in the case of races in which 
heats are involved, the heats will 
be regarded as separate races 
and drivers who score victories 
in different cars or formulae will 
be able to count their total 
number of wins providing the 
decals are displayed on the 
relevant cars. 

‘The awards 
formula or el 
climbs, rallies and a rallycross at 
meetings held under a restricted. 
national or international permit 
In the UK. In the event of a tie, 
a special race will be held to 
decide the overall winner using 
the Ford Mexicos which will be 
featured in the Shellsport 
Celebrity series. 


re open to any 
including hil 


@ One of BRM's best-known 
‘mechanics, Willy Southcott, died 
in Addenbrookes Hospital, Cam- 
bridge, on February 8 after an 
Hines A. former Rolls-Royce 
man, Southcott had been with 
BRM since 1950, latterly as an 
engine specialist. AUTosroRT 
extends its sympathies to his 
wife, Jean. 

© The Dutch FF Champion 
Roelof Wunderink will be doing 
a. full season of F3 this year 
with the ex-Ken Mackintosh 
Steve Thompson Ensign. 

@ At Oulton Park this Saturday, 
new Austin Champ fire fighting 
Vehicles will be tried out and 
marshals will be enrolled to 
‘operate them during the season. 
Members of the BMRMC, BARC, 
BRSCC, MCMRC or LCCC are in. 
vited to attend and enrol to 
Operate these fire fighting 
vehicles. The circuit want to 
‘appoint ‘a group of marshals for 
each vehicle for every meeting of 
the year, so ghat these marshals 
will _know expertly how to use 
hem, The session starts at 11 am 
‘at Oulton this Saturday. 

‘The following Saturday. March 
3, Oulton will have a Cheshire 
County Fire Brigade Training 
Day where the enrolled marshals 
will be expertly told and snown 


© Huub Vermeulen, the Dutch 
Formula Super Vee driver, will 
be appearing in all the John 
Player Formula Three champion- 


meulen was over in England last 
week and ordered the car and 
‘Vegantune engines. He has been 


fading runner in FSV since its 
inception with a Royale RP9 but 
suffered from unreliable engines. 
‘The car will be entered by the 
Dutch National Racing Team, 


@ Vern Schuppan is going east 
again this year with his Singa- 
pore. Airlines-sponsored March 
722. He will race in the Singapore 
Grand Prix (using a twin-cam 
1600 ce engine) over the Easter 
weekend, followed by the Japan 
Grand Prix on May 2-3 when he 
will use a full 2citre Formula 2 
unit. The car, which will sport 
the special Falconer bodywork 
seen at the Racing Car Show, will 
probably be sold in the Far East. 


© Some 550 guests attended the 
BRSCC’s annual dinner at Lon- 
don's Royal Lancaster Hotel last 
Friday. Two of the club's major 
wards were presented—the Roy 
James Trophy to Team Castrol 
and the Hawkes Trophy to 
marshal of the year Don Baker. 

Graham Hill became auctioneer 
for the evening by offering two 
rare autographed posters. The last 
BOAC poster went to the SMMT's 
Gerry Kunz, and the Rothmans 
50,000 poster to John Haynes, 
of Haynes of Maidstone. 


© Dorset Food Products of Shaf- 
tesbury will again be sponsoring 
‘Tony Birchenhough’s sports car 
racing this year. The car, the 
ex-Guy Edwards Lola T290, will 
be ‘entered by Dorset Racing 


‘sponsorship 
modated, in particular Dorset 
Food Products. 

‘As well as Birchenhough the 
car will be driven by Brian 
Joscelyne and F3 driver Lee Kaye. 
Tney plan to do 22 races ‘includ: 

‘most of the long distance 
rents. The power will come from 
‘a Geoff Richardson prepared FVC 
engine. 


@ When the Donington museum 


@ At Brands Hatch last Sunday 
the BRSCC organised a highly 
successful marshals training day, 
Supported by over 250 marshals. 
‘Among the items included in the 
Programme was a discussion on 
the technical aspects of fire fight~ 
ing, the role of the marshal with 
regards to medical aspects and 
the showing of the new Pyrene 
film, 30 seconds to live. A new 
innovation was the practical use 
of the circuit for flag marshal 
‘raining, with marshals using 


their own cars for examples, 
@ Former F3 driver David Cole 
will be making a comeback to 
racing this year with an Fa 


Mallory Park. Cole was. last 
Seen in a Lotus 59. entered 
by Gomm Metal Developments 
although he really came to 
Prominence back in 1965 and 
1966 with an F3 Brabham, 
© Twenty-nine-year-old David 
Bartropp was killed during a 
record breaking run at Monza 
last Friday. Bartropp, who was 
driving a Ford Escort at the time, 
planned to race a Jaguar XK140 
in Jaguar DC events this year, 
‘A director of Paul Webb Motors 
of Ingrebourne, he leaves a 
widow, Irene, and two children. 
© Harry Phillips the rapid mod 
sports E-type driver is changing 
stables this year. He has bought 
a 7-litre, 845 bhp Chevrolet 
Corvette Stingray with which to 
contest the Blue Circle cham- 
plonship. 

‘The car will be sponsored by 
the Winsford based Jiffy 
Packaging) Company and entered 


‘Awnvalia (Taman, 


anit. Ae. Seat 
on UIA (WASCAR). 
tee eng: 
Ee 
rence 
beeen A, “S8d0ne 
EEA, sa| (nascans 


sasts on 97 metres VHF and the way to deal with fire fighting 
290 medium, aspects. 
CATCHPOLE 


THAD ATOLLY GOOD CARISTIARS 


AND | WAS NICE TOEVERY — 


EVERYONE WAS NICE TO 
HE. [ENJOYED MYSELF 
AT THE RACINGCAR SHOW 


EVERYONE WAS NICE 
ANOFRIENDLY AND SAID 

KIND THINGS To ERCH 
‘OTHER 


TS BERING ANID I CAN 
START ACTIAIG NATURALLY 
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Now you can have one or the other! 


It had to come. A straight choice from 
Fiamm of Italy. Their devastating Venom HF 
twin trumpet air horn is now available with two 
alternative specifications. And at a pretty 
devastating price. 

For just £5.98 choose between Venom HF 
with high sprint discord, or Venom Harmony 


3K, Now you can buy Fiamm quality at the same price 
as a plastic trumpet horn. And that's not all! Until 
f away a free wiring harness 


June Ist, we're givi 
worth 98p with every Venom kit. So hurry . . 


of difficulty direct from 


with mellow, lower tone. Both products of 
the world’s largest manufacturer. 

Fiamm, the horns Ferrari and Maserati (yes, 
Maserati!) fit as standard equipment. Plus 
that reads like a World Who's Who of quality 


cars. 


REMEMBER: Fiamm quality is second to none. 
Remember too these robust, metal trampet horns will 
outperform any of their rivals. And remember that all 
Fiamm horns comply fully with the law, and are 


Autocar Marine & Diesel Co Ltd., Stonhouse St, London SW4 Tel: 01-622 2491 


completely legal in all respects. . 
What are you waiting for — go on, CHOOSE! he 
Venom HF and Venom Harmony horns are available from all good accessory stockists, or in cases 
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DAYTONA 500 


Petty keeps his throne 


Story and pictures by JEFF HUTCHINSON 


Richard Petty lived up to 
fourth Daytona 500 race ai 


title “ King of NASCAR" on Sunday afternoon when he won his 
$34,100 at the wheel of his STP-sponsored '73 Dodge. Star of the 


race and of qualifying was Buddy Baker (K and K Insurance "72 Dodge) who led for 187 of 


the 200 laps, lost his lead to Petty in the closing stages when yellow caut 
then blew an engine with just six laps to go while closing fast on 


jories, in particular Cale Yarborough who was 
llenger in his °73 Chevrolet, He and Baker had a heart-stopping dice for the 


retty pull back a lost 
Petty for the lead once more, 

ss Baker a lot of other guys had sad 
‘main chi 


Bak 


flags helped 


Tead watched by a record 103,000 people—NASCAR’s biggest-ever crowd which let out a 


‘engine blew up in a sheet of flame high up on the 


At 20 mph the science of aerodynamics 
wins races and creates its own very special 
factors. Cars with 50 less horse power can 
fang on to the draught of a bigger car and 
sucked around in a 200 mph envelope with 
a dozen other cars, as is often the case. But 
an adverse wind blowing can creat 
when cars pull out to try to “get it all on. 
In a supporting event the day before the 
500 race several cars performed hair-raising 
180 mph spins or were slammed into the 
wall on one section of the banking where a 
vicious cross-wind bit cars if they got out 
of line. All the drivers will try draughting 
their opposition if they can to see if there 
are any adverse effects. 

‘Aerodynamic aids on the cars are limited 
to small front and rear spoilers, while a 
body template of the original shape prevents 
any “scaled-down” cars racing and gaining 
fon reduced wind resistence. Carburation 
restrictor plates equalise the cars’ perfor- 
mances. Thus the smallest car of the race, 


Lapping at over 180 mph around the Daytona Speedway, go Buddy Baker, Cale Yarborough and Richard Petty. 


Daytona “The world's most famous" Beach, 
Florida, spends most of its winter months as, 
@ warmer winter haven for America's weal- 
thier senior citizens, the sounds of the lapping 
waves along the miles of golden sands broken 
only by the sw:sh of the numerous shuffle 
boards. It’s a kind of king-size s-ove ha'penny 
played with long shovers and seems to be 
America’s answer to bowls. It's a quiet town, 
except for the first two weeks in February, 
that is. 

It is the start of the Daytona Speed Weeks, 
when the town echoes with racing engines, 
starting with the Daytona 24-hr and building 
up with a series of supporting races to the 
Daytona 500, NASCAR's biggest race which 
attracts over 100,000 people from all over 
the North American continent. There are 80 
or more big V8 American stock cars, which 
resemble thelr road counterparts only in 
Shape. This is what counts. The crowd splits 
lup into Dodge, Mercury, Plymouth, Chevrolet 
supporters and the scene is much like an 
Scotland-England football match but with six 
teams playing. 

The cars are big and so are their drivers 
and team crews. That's the way it feels, and 


Jn the inner sanctums of the “ garages” it’s 
‘a man's world and women’s lib, “aint got 
no use around he-ah." The stockers move in 
as “them fandangled 3-litre sports cars" 
move out and a week before the event the 
Pressure i already on. Qualifying starts eight 
days before the event and the cars can run 
on either Saturday, Monday, Tuesday or 
Wednesday. 

The top two runners assure themselves of 
front row positions for the big race. The 
rest, around 70 cars, spend the remaining days 
earning grid positions for the two 40-car 
(125-mile) qualifying races run on Thursday 
afternoon, of which only 30 cars added to 
the fastest 10 overall from qualifying get to 
run in the main event. Their positions also 
decide grid positions, so Thursday can be 
almost as exciting as the 500, everybody 
eager to see just how the cars will perform 
in traffic for all the qualifying times are set 
individually. Draughting, the art of slipstream- 
ing, plays probably the most important role 
of all at a circuit like Daytona, aptly nick- 
named the “ crucible of speed,” for the cars 
fare just about flat_out for the whole of 
Daytona’s banked 2.5 mile tri-oval track. 


Bobby Isaac's ‘73 Ford with a 351 cu in 
motor, was able to match performances of the 
Digger majority 427 cu in runners, which 
had to use smaller diameter restrictors than 
the Ford. 

‘The original cars are completely stripped 
and the chassis double welded, gusseted and 
generally strengthened, the front and rear 
fends made stronger by adding targe bracing 
tubes. Each team has its own favourite sus- 
pension modifications, but in general these 
are limited to extra shock absorbers on each 
corner, stronger fabricated wishbones on the 
front end and stronger springs on the rear 
end. Most pick-up points are made adjustabl 
to suit various circuits, Another essential 
is a rear diff oil cooler mounted in the back 
of the car which is cooled by an enclosed 
electric fan rather than add the extra drag of 
‘scoops on the outside of the body. Some of 
the cars even have a diff oil temp gauge. All 
‘but two of the cars were running drum brakes 
(only used in the pit stops), the exceptions 
being the winning car and the only full works 
car of the series, the AMC Matador entered 
by Roger Penske Racing and driven by Dave 
Marcis, this car having won the opening 
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NASCAR race in the hands of Mark Donohue. 

Inside the cars there is little room: for 
anything but the driver who instais himself 
in his seat though the window. The doors 
are welded for safety In the event of a crash 
While a net over the open window prevents 
arms and legs being inadvertently hung out 
in a crash. Taking up most of the room is an 
enormous complex of steel tube forming 
the roll cage which protects the drivers in 
the event of the frequent 200 mph rolls, side 
swipes into the walls and head-ons into 
other cars, Fatalities are rarer in this form 
of racing than any other. 

Most of the cars do find room for a two- 
way radio, however, and it's this that gets 
drivers into the pits at the right time in 
event of accident or the like which often 
gins the lap that can win a race. The 
minimum weight limit is 3800 Ib so the days 
Of body dipping in acid to save weight are 
‘over as most cars weigh around this figur 
Since the rule regarding “the availability 
of the same tyres for all the runners” to 
Stop companies producing “special mixes” 
Firestone have left the tyre war to Goodyear 
who service all the runners on most of t 
NASCAR races. With so much money 
stake in the the standard of prepar 
tion Is Immaculate, most teams having 
cars and carrying out complete rebuilds aft 
faces. When the going gets tough, rebuilds 
during the race including fitting spare engine 
fare not unknown. 

With something around a quarter of a mil 
Von dollars on this race alone it is also 
hardly surprising that policing of the cars Is 
very strict, a strange face in the ‘area 
{s treated with suspicion. 


PRACTICE 


Fastest during Saturday's practice and a 
consistent runner throughout the week ws 


Buddy Baker who turned in a flying lap of 
185.662 mph to take pole position and then 
went on to win his 125-mile qualifying race. 
Pete Hamilton, 

second quickest with 


winner in 1970, qualified 
183.456 in his "72 


and if was not until the race when last 
minute desperate overnight suspension adju: 
ments got the car to his liking. After his 
qualifying race for grid positions in the main 
event Petty found himself back in seventh 
spot. Hamilton had broken a valve spring in 
his heat while leading, although he retained 
front row for the race with his joint pole 
practice time, third place on the grid being 
taken by Cale Yarborough ahead of Coo Coo 
Marlin’s "72 Chevrolet which won the second 
qualifier. 

By Thursday night the 40 cars to run in 
the big event had been chosen by results and 
‘although several of the quicker drivers found 
themselves well down the grid after qualify. 
ing race problems their fast practice laps 
assured them a run. The best 20 were 


RACE 


Atter two days of preparation | the 
race mechanics had done all they could t 
the cars by the time they were lined up in 
front of ‘the pits at 930 on Sunday 
morning. The cars sat under covers, not to 
Keep them cool but to keep them dry for a 
steady shower of rain was falling over the 
Daytona Speedway and the already packed 
stands. If it stayed wet for the race then the 
event would be postponed until the first 
available dry day and a lot of people would 
be disappointed, including a visiting King 
Hussein and children, Jackie Stewart doing 
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the ABC Television news commentary and 
other visiting notables. The host of high 
school marching bands bravely danced on 
around the infield and it was not until an 
hour before the race that the rain eased 
and by the 12.30 pm start it was decided to 
go on with the show, heralded by the tradi- 
fonal cloud of beilcons sent drifting into 
the cold grey skies. 

‘The cars were led around by the pace car 
for 13 laps to dry the track, Baker leap- 
frogging the field for a quick lap to report 
how things were to Bill France Jr who gave 

jead for the green light and on lap 


frustrations was now in the hands of the 40 
drivers and their cars whose spectacle makes 
NASCAR racing unique and fascinating. 
Twelve Chevrolets, 13 Dodges, four Fords, 
one Matador, seven Mercurys and three 
Plymouths were out for victory lane, where 
only one could make it, 

From the start it was Baker who looked 
favourite, his red Dodge and the white Chev 
of Cale Yarborough pulling out 2 slight lead 
from the rest who were soon headed by Petty, 
taking things easy until he was sure of his 
readjusted car. By lap 30 the gap between 


Watched by 103,000 people, the cars complete their pace laps with Baker ahead. 


the first two cars and Petty had grown to 
94 s shortly before the cars were due in for 
their first fuel stops. 


NASCARists Bobby Allison (left) and Pete 
Hamilton (right) 


First car in was Dave Pearson's "71. Mer- 
cury, the car that won the event last year 
in the hands of A. J. Foyt. The crowd were 
treated to the Woods brothers’ spectacle of 
two tyres and a full fuel tank in 16.5 5, but 
that was all, for before the next tank of gas 


Group of stockers on Daytona banking, led by Joe Frasson's Dodge. 


was empty he was in with a misfiring prob- 
Jem which was traced to a burned valve and 
‘a few laps later saw his retirement. 

Baker came in on lap 34 and took 19) s for 
fa similar fuel and tyre stop, wille a lap later 
two race favourites, Gordon Johncock's "72 
Chev and Pete Hamilton, came Into the pits 
With serious problems. Johneock’s trouble was 
& leaking oll seal on his freshly changed 
engine and Hamilton's car had a rod out the 
sump. The expected 15 oF so car dice for the 
lead did not seem to be happening. After the 
pit stops the order settied down. again with 
Baker heading the field from Yarborough, 
Petty, Pearson (before his retirement), Bobby 
Allison going strong in his Coke-sponsored "73 
Chev and Isaac's baby Ford. These cars were 
the only ones still on the same lap. 

Shortly before the next stops were due 
the leaders took advantage of a four-lap 
yellow caution period when the °72 Chev of 
Tiny Lund lost drive in front of the pits 
and rolled slowly round for a full lap before 
coming in to retire. These stops saw Petty 
lead for a few laps with Baker trailing third, 
but then more excitement came on lap 69 
when the yellow came out again for six laps. 
This time it was the singing star Marty 
Robbins who caused the drama. Trying to pass 
‘another car coming out of turn four in front 


of the main stands he got a little too close 


and bounced off into the wall, sending two 
other cars spinning wildly on to the infield in 
front of the pits. One of these came to rest 
hors de combat, as did a shaken Robbins who 
sensibly steered his "72 Dodge into the wall 
backwards as another gaggle of cars acraped 
through on te inside. Robbins finally rolled 
harmlessly down the banking after they had 
Passed and jumped out on the infield. to 
which Jackie Stewart remarked, “I bet he 
sings with a high voice for the next couple 
of days after that 

‘This excitement saw Baker out ahead again, 
with Petty coming on strong in third place 
and then taking Yarborough for second. Not 
long afterwards he had a hair-raising moment 
asa tyre shredded coming round the long 
tight turn three and four banking. Normally 
he would have been straight into the wall, 
but with the special inner safety band fitted 
to the Goodyear tyres he was able to keep 
control and guide his car into the pits for a 
new tyre. This mishap dropped him to fourth 
spot behind Isaacs who was being fast over- 
hauled by Baker and Yarborough. Yarborough 
slowly closed the gap on Baker and by half 
distance these two were nose to tail as they 
had been at the start. Isaacs and Petty were 


10 


now a lap in arrears, 

Lap 103 saw Baker in the pits for fuel and 
right side tyres, joining the race 134 5 la 
Yarborough did the same a 
stayed in second spot with 
Meanwhile Petty, who had 
were both back on the same lap. The dice f 
the lead was a heart-stopper. for both drivers 
were on the limit and giving no quarter 
When a slight rain shower dampened turn 
four they responded with a 4 mph greater 
entry speed into the corners, Yarborough 
twice hanging the back out so much the 
his Chev brushed the wall exiting at 185 mph! 
This was really something. On. the banking 
Yarborough's car. was cornering so. much 
that Baker must have been able to see his 
face through the side window. Something 
had to go and the crowd were all standing 
to see it when it did. 

After 80 laps without a caution, Inp 155 
saw more excitement (as if there was not 
enough already) when John Utsman's "72 
Dodge blew its engine in front of the pits, 
the oil inside immediately igniting over the 
exhaust pipes and sending a great sheet of 
flame out of the back. As he spun. right 
across the tracks of Robbins" car and came to 
rest on the infleld he edged another car off 
with him although he managed to keep things 
rolling. This proved a major factor in Petty’ 
advantage for he was able to pit on schedule 
under the yellow while the extra stop made 
by Baker at this time let Petty within striking 

‘Yarborough also breathed a sigh of relief at 
the sight of the yellows and still right on 
Baker's tail he told his pit he was coming 
in for more oil and reported fluctuating oll 
pressure. Too late, he cried, for as he went 
into turn one before making his stop the 
engine blew in a sheet of flame as. well 
Allison's strong run came to naught shortly 
before that when early ignition problems 
manifested themselves with a broken distri- 
butor drive, Marlin was another out of the 
race with no oll pressure, The Matador was 
another non-runner by that stage after several 
stops with handling problems which was 
finally traced to something astray at the 
rear end. 

The stops for the blown engines brought 
Petty right on Baker's tall and despite 
another cautionary stop to take on. fresh 
tyres while the yellow was still out to last 
the race, Petty was suddenly right there, 
much to’ the upset of Baker who had not 
hhad a chance to breathe all day. He had kept 
his nose in front for most of the day, how- 


ever, and with $100 a lap for the race leader 
he was slowly getting rich but earning 
every penny of It. Petty stuck to Baker like 
glue, and with Isaac now two laps In arrears 
Twas a two-car dice for the lead, Baker's 
car proved to still have the edge, however, 
and ‘try as he would Petty could only get 
the two cars raced 
med to be touching, 
Both cars would have to make one final 
stop, and the tension built for this last stop, 
ight relief being supplied by Joe Frasson and 
his "73 Dodge which he brought into the 
pits with a flat tyre and then could not stop 
for he had no brakes. After a sideways up 
the grass he went around for another lap 
only to return too fast, overshoot his pit 
in_and then try to bring the car to a stop 
wgainst the wall. That failed also, so quick 
spin around the 


to get back into his 

Petty stopped frst with 11 laps to go. He 
roared into the pits with rear tyres locked up 
and great clouds of rubber smoke, and after 
taking on a can of fuel returned 85s later 
to the fray. Baker did the same next time 
round and with a less dramatic entry and a 
slower take-off rejoined the race a few 
Seconds behind Petty. Baker was out for a 
win, and, driving like fury, he slowly started 
to haul ‘in Petty at around 1s a lap, it 
looked as tough he would get his first 500 

|. but with six. laps to go Baker's engine 
could take no more and the Dodge rolled to 
a halt. Petty was a clear two Inps ahead of 
Isaacs, three laps clear of Dick Brooks’ ‘73 
Dodge, four laps clear of A. J. Foyt's ‘73 
‘Chevrolet and Hershall McGeiff's "72 Plymouth. 
Six laps in arrears, Baker was still classified 
sixth, although this could not have been much 
of a consolation after working so hard to be 
beaten by six laps. 

‘An overjoyed Granatelli said, “Today 1 
have done it all—Indy and now Daytona!" 
In answer to the question, who kissed the 
better, Andretti or Petty, he sald, “* Andretti 
is just a beginner.” Perhaps it was Pett 
new moustache he liked. 
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IVAN KESSELL 


Crossroads, 
Summer Court. 
Tel: Mitchell 386 
(Sales & Service) 
Also our Penryn Branch 
Tel: Penryn 3579 


(Sales & Service) 


We are the main Volvo d 


rs for Cornwall 


THE VOLVO CENTRE 
OLAF OLSEN 
Northgate, Huddersfield, 
Yorkshire. 

Tel.: Huddersfield (STD 0484) 31362. 
LARGEST VOLVO DEALERS 
IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 
Cars for immediate delivery 
Demonstrations anywhere, any time 


AUTOSALES OF 
INVERNESS 


HARBOUR ROAD, 
INVERNESS 
Tel: Inverness 30885 


Personal Service and good selection of 
most models for very early delivery. 
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DON'T TAKE A CHANCE! 


We run a fleet of 8 demonstration cars so that 
you can test drive the model of your choice 
BEFORE purchase. 
We are only a phone 
call away from your 
test drive 
READING 67321 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR BERKS. BUCKS. & OXON 
406-412 London Road, Reading, Berks. 


Lex Brooklands (Reading) Ltd. 


KELLINGRAY 
& CO. LTD. 


GRANTHAM ROAD, 
WADDINGTON 
LINCOLN 
Tel: Waddington 561/2 


LINCOLNSHIRE’S OLDEST ESTABLISHED 
VOLVO DEALER 


VOLVO DISTRIBUTORS 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
AND HEREFORDSHIRE 


PAGE AND DAVIES LTD. 


BARTON STREET 
(EASTGATE) 
GLOUCESTER 

Tel.: 25291 (3 lines) 


Demonstrations and immediate quotations 
Early delivery on some models 


SWEDISH RALLY 


Stig Blomqvist and Saab 
complete their hat-trick 


By John Davenport 


‘The Swedish Rally of 1973 will be remembered for two things 


Pictures Hugh Bishop 


in incredible driving perfor- 


mance by Stig Blomqvist in a Saab V4 and the fact that studded tyres were forbidden in this 
‘winter rally. Of the two, by far the most pleasant to contemplate was this third consecutive 


outright win 
seven stages, they had a lead of almost fiv 


Per Eklund and Rolf Carlsson, but then a fa 


the Swedish Rally for Stig Blomqvist, Arne Hertz and thelr Saab V4. After 
nutes to the next car, another Saab driven by 
ity petrol pump cost them 12 minutes penalty 


and they had to fight very hard indeed to come back and win by two and a half minutes 
‘at the finish. 


Victor Stig Blomqvist flings his narrow-tyred Saab sideways without studs. 


The question of the studded tyre ban is 
Jess attractive; in many ways it resembles 
‘women should 
Fn strong opinions 
in both spheres but little reasoned. technical 
nse. ‘There is another similarity in. that 
those women who are suitably endowed to 
present themselves in public without support 
gue in favour of a bra-less world for 
much the same reasons that car manufac- 
turers in whose cars the engines are mounted 
‘over the driven wheels do not make any 
inst a studless rally. For example, 
‘Swedish GM Dealer Team who 
were Swedish Rally champions last year 
protested against the ban by not entering 
any cars in the rally and were followed in 
this example by the dealers who support some 
of the local BMW drivers. There is no doubt, 
that the rally made itself a talking point 
by the decision to ban studded tyres but the 
drivers generally agreed that they didn’t 
like it and if you consider that there was no 
official request from the government to ban 
them, it all seems abit unnecessary. 

Behind the two Saabs in the general 
classification came something which was 
bit of a revelation. It was nothing less than 
a works Renault Alpine driven by Jean- 
Therier and M: Callewaerts. 
itself was a surprise with its 15 inch Renault 
RS tin wheels and de-tuned engine, but its 
performance is even more remarkable if you 
consider that Therier had been married on 
the previous Saturday and that he and Calle- 
waerts arrived just a short time before the 
Start, never recced a stage, and just bor- 
rowed pace notes from Jean-Pierre Nicolas. 
To commemorate this feat, the rally 
Organisers gave a special prize to Therier’s 
wife for letting him break off his honeymoon 
‘and come to drive the rally! 

In fourth place was the Lancia-Marlboro 
of Harry Kallstrom/Claes _Billstam who, 
although beaten by the Renault Alpine, at 
Teast reversed their Monte Carlo indignity 
where they were pipped at the post by a 
Fiat for one second, and finished ahead of 
Hakan Lindberg/Solve Andreason in a 124 


Abarth Spyder. Sixth place went to Bjorn 
Waldegaard and Hans Thorsellus in a Group 
2 VW 1302 S who were almost 17 m behind 
the Fiat which was neatly accounted for by 
the fact that they had been stopped 16 m 
On a stage with carburetter icing 

‘AS usual, the rally, though organised by 
the KAK in Stockholm, was centred on the 
town of Karlstad as the roads used for its 
special stages are supplied by the timber 
firm of Billerud and Karlstad Is the capital 
of its domain. The route comprised two 
almost exactly similar loops of 18 hours 

ach with 15 special stages. There should 
have been 16 but the river at Stollet where 
@ stage Is normally ploughed out on the ice 
‘was not sufficiently frozen and it had to be 
missed. But what was left was quite a lot 
for most of the stages were over 20 kms 
long and some were almost 40 kms. As to 
the surface on which the drivers had to try 
to get a grip without studs, the conditions 
for the rally were quite good. The whole of 
Europe has had a very mild winter as the 
unhappy owners of ski hotels will tell you, 
and one week before the Swedish Rally there 
was very little snow to be found and the dirt 
roads used as stages were just covered with 
a glaze of ice. Then two days before the 
rally, it started to snow and never really 
stopped throughout the event. Thus there was 
at least some snow to get a grip on though 
there was not much ploughing done on the 
roads either before or during the rally and 
thus the driving surface tended to become a 
slurry of soft snow on top of ice and because 
of the lack of snow plus the small amount of 
ploughing. the snow banks which normally 
help to retain the cars on the road were too 
small to assist very much. 

"The 60-odd cars which were competing in 
the Swedish Rally started from Karlstad just 
before dark on Thursday evening. They were 
to be joined on their second loop on Friday 
by @ horde of Group 1 VWs and Ford Mexicos 
competing in their own special events but for 
the moment they were on their own. There 
had been few dramas before the start though 
Bo Reinicke had been taken ill and had to 


be replaced in Per Eklund’s car by one of the 
Saab mechanics, Rolf Carlsson, Frederick 
Donner, one of the few Finnish entries, has 
now forsaken his Rover 3500 for the Opel 
Ascona 1900 that Tapio Ralnio drove on the 
RAC Rally but it had a blown cylinder head 
gasket and he had to scrutineer very early 
in order to have time to change it before the 
rally started. Incidentally, it is always interest- 
ing to see the problems that rally organisers 
have with getting a grasp on foreign names 
Bernard Darniche found. himself abbreviated 
in the programme to “Darnich " while Tony 
Pond in the Norman Reeves Mexico found 
himself co-driven by that well-known gentle- 
man, "Frances Kobb.” Perhaps the best one 
was to find that Therier was to be co-driven 
by_a Swede called "Calle Waertsmarcel.” 
‘The first stage saw Stig Blomavist  pre- 
dictably fastest from Ove Andersson/Piero 
Sodano in a Lancia-Mariboro - with Bjorn 
Waldegaard and Harry Kallstrom the only 
other two drivers to get within a minute of 
him, On the second stage, Bernard Darniche/ 
Alain Mahé came to grief in one of the two 
Renault Gordini R12s entered by the factory 
when they slid wide in a place where the 
snow plough had ridden over the edge of 
the ditch and got stuck with two wheels 
down in it. They would almost cert 
have got going again within the latent 
time but for the fact that in order to 
the car out without assistance they would 
have had to bounce the back round until 
the car was broadside over the road and 
naturally this was difficult to do with cars 
coming every minute or so, Eventually when 
there were no more cars, they did it but 
then they were beyond the maximum lateness 
and had to retire, Just a few kilometres 
down the road from them a similar problem 
had Ustruck’ Ove, Ander 
to Li 


ond stage he had been caught out by 
vagary of the snow-plough. He had gone 
wide over a crest to prepare for a fast left 
‘only to find that the snow bank swooped In 
fon him again. The front wheel of the Lancia 
caught and he was off. It took them an hour 
‘anda half to get the car back on the road 
and that was only possible when two spec 
‘ators happened to come along so they were 


This stage also lost the rally one of its few 
British private entrants when the Porsche 
911 of Jeffrey York/Norman Jones from 
Wolverhampton and South Staffs CC savaged 
a ditch seven kms from the start and lay 
fat rest for an hour or two. Determined not 
to miss much, they and their service crow 
went out on the second half to service one 
of the Ford Mexicos. On the third stage, 
Bjorn Waldegaard came to a halt in his VW 
with what he thought was a lack of fuel. The 
car was prepared to Group 2 with twin 
carburettors but only had a four speed gear- 
box and a small petro! tank so he thought 
that the tank must be empty. They asked 
some spectators for petrol but nobody had 


Gordon Armstrong's Mexico—it retired. 
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Eklund goes off on Hagfors 


any in a can and they had to take the VW 
Windscreen washer bottle, unscrew the plug 
from. the bottom of someone's tank ‘and 
transfer the petrol like that, It was only 
when they went to re-start that they found 
that there was plenty of petrol in the tank 
and it had just been icing in the carburetters, 
$0 they had lost 16 m for almost nothing. 
Next man to have problems was Jean. 
Pierre Nicolas who spun on stage five and 
was sorting it out and trying to find a place 
to turn round when Roger Johansson arrived 
with the Team Saab Sport and Rally Saab 
ly backed up to let him 
past but in doing so dropped a wheel in the 
ditch from which it took him and Michel 
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Very sideways goes the Renault 12 Gordini of Jean Pierre Nicolas (above). Waldegoard' 
VW'1303 'S* shows (ts superb traction from the start line (below). 


Vial 25 m to extricate themselves and the 
RI2 Gordini. On the way to SS 6, Harry 
Kallstrom/Claes Billstam had the misfortune 
to hit an elk which ran across the road in 
front of them. They only collected the rear 
legs of the animal but it was sufficient to 
break their windscreen. Now after the finish 
of stage six, there was a technical scrutineer- 
ing check and the scrutineers told Kallstrom 
that’ according to Swedish national rally 
regulations he would have to replace the 
screen as soon as possible or he would not 
be allowed to continue. Kallstrom and Bill- 
stam were naturally very keen to have the 


Haken Lindberg with Solve Andreasson managed 5th ploce with their Fiat Abarth 124 Spider. 


screen changed as soon as possible but the 
only place where there was time and a sp. 
screen was in the halt at Torsby so they 
drove the next five stages in bitter cold and 
falling snow. At the halt the cars were in 
pare fermé for over an hour but the organt- 
Sers took the strange decision not to let the 
Lancia mechanics or even the drivers go in 
to change the screen. It would appear’ that 
there is some sort of conflict between the 
national and international regulations for 
normally in matters of safety like flat tyres, 
leaking tanks and broken screens, people are 
lowed into pare fermés to repair them. Tn 

Kallstrom very annoyed 
inly cost him a place in the 
final classification for he had to go as first 
car on the four stages from Torsby to the 
half way halt and” snow-plough his way 
through with no screen and this cost him 
5 m 47 & to Therler. 

The reason that Kallstrom was first on the 
road after Torsby was because Stig Blomavist/ 
Arne Hertz stopped after the stage on the 
frozen lake near Vansbro, Their Saab seemed 
to be short of fuel and it was first thought to 
be the carburetter which was changed after 
stage elght where for the first time in the rally 
Blomavist did not set fastest time, This gave 
no improvement and on stage nine he lost 
to Lindberg’s Fiat which set fastest time. 
It_was then that the Saab mechanics dis. 
covered that the fault lay with the petrol 
pump and it wasn't just a case of changing 
that either. The problem lay with the shaft 
that comes off the camshaft on the Taunus 
V4 engine and pushes the diaphragm of the 
pump to and fro. This had somehow split. at 
its inner end and was not getting sufficient 
stroke to supply the petrol. The problem 
‘was to unfix the inner end and as this was 
going to take. some time, they fixed it tem: 
Porarily by removing a quarter of inch thick 
fibre heat insulating gasket between the 
pump and the cylinder block thus restoring 
nearly all the throw on the shaft. Desp! 
this hasty solution, the Saab lost 20 m on 
the road section between stage nine and 10 
and though this is penalised at only 
rate for stages, it was a heavy penalty to 
have to try’ to pull back. Again on stage 
12, the pump played up and the problem was 
finally cured in Torsby by managing to 
change the shaft itself and fitting a new 
pump. The most bizarre aspect of this story 
was that the chief engineer at Saab's com- 
petition department had had just such a 
failure on an engine that he had been running 
on the test bed that afternoon and he had 
been trying desperately to ring one of the 
Saab team to tell them to change the part 
before the rally started but had failed to 
find any of them. 

The last stage on this first lap was the 
very well known one at Lanjohanstorp but 
it has now earned itself a black spot in 
Scottish rally circles for it claimed two Scots 
drivers. Andrew Smith who was driving his 
wife's shopping BMW 2002 with  Sture 
Bostrom slid off into a snowbank without 
doing any damage but got stuck too long to 
continue. Gordon Armstrong/Bryan McCleary 


3 


in the only Escort Mexico to do both halves 
of the rally struck the iron bridge just a 
few kilometres before the end of the stage 
and removed a front wing and the suspension 
on that sid 
The rally thus came back into Karlstad 
with Per Eklund leading by just four minutes 
and eleven seconds from Blomavist with 
Therier close behind. Kallstrom was 1m 
27 s after the Alpine and then there were 
quite respectable gaps to Lindberg. Lars 
Nystrom in another VW and Per-Inge Walfrids- 
son's Volvo 144 S. The re-start was a little 
later on the Friday than it had been on 
‘Thursday so that the race at the trotting 
‘rack with which it commenced could thus 
draw the largest possible crowd. There were 
several problems with having this race at the 
start of a loop. The cars race against each 
other in fours starting together and each 
race takes about 10 m to hold from the time 
that one set of four cars enters the arena 
until the next four do so. This means that 
the rally gets spread out over twice the time 
that should be needed if cars were to run at 
Proper one minute intervals. It also meant 
in effect that although the order of departure 
for the second loop appeared to be fixed, it 
in fact depended on who won each race’ a 
to the order Kalistrom whe 
the experience 
already of opening the road was cute enough 
to play it cool and lose the race thus letting. 
Therier and Lindberg lead off into the fresh 
s 


nearly fat 
and removed the bolt retaining the ball joint 
on the front suspension upright. He drove 
out of the stage with the wheel hanging in 
the arch but the Renault mechanics. didn’t 


have a spare part so they had to cobble it 
with some bi f 
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bolt. This lash-up held together for five 
stages until Jacques Cheinisse, Alpine team 
manager, had knocked up a Renault agent 
and obtained an R8 ball joint and bolt which 
was promptly fitted. 

Of course, now the Mexicos and VWs had 
joined in the fray there was a bit more 
excitement for the spectators. The VWs were 

‘and this meant that they were 
‘ed stip differencials so thought- 
fully homctogated by Ford for their Group 1 
masterpiece. Consequently, they were more 
than somewhat uncontrollable on the exits 
to corners and SS 23 had no fewer than 12 
of the VW-Cup competitors digging them- 
selves out from banks. They were so much 
slower than the Mexicos which had started 
behind them that there was quite a lot of 
baulking and both Andy Dawson/John Daven- 
port and Tony Pond/Frances Cobb lost time 
in the first few stages because of It. One of 
the big attractions of the Mexico event was 
the participation of Ronnie Peterson/Torsten 
Palm and Reine Wisell/Gunnar Trygz in 
two cars entered by Ford Stockholm. There 
was a bit of a flurry before the rally as it 
‘was discovered that most of the Swedish cat 
did not comply with the Ford homologati 
form as they trad been supplied with Rally 
Pack seats and RS wheels but they were all 
allowed to start. However, Mr Peterson left 
the road on the first stage after finishing 
second to Wisell on the trotting track, 50 
for the rest of the crowds. there was only 
one racing driver to watch as he battled with 
rally conditions. Newton Wright/Chris Gray 
eft the road on stage 22 and took too long. 
getting back to continue but generally the 
retirement rate of Mexicos was never as 
high as for the VWs. 

‘In the main rally, 
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jomavist_ was going 
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Eklund wasn't going to surrender it without a 
8 fight. Their struggle carried them well clear 
of the ‘est of the fleld but by stage 27 Blom- 
vist was through into a 14 5 lead and he 
continued to draw away from his team mate 
until the finish. Lars Nystrom with his 
father, Gunnar, co-driving for him was hang- 
ing on to sixth place in the second of the 
Group 2 VWs but then between stages 29 
‘and 30 his crankshaft pulley broke and they 
had to retire as they were miles from a 
service point. Waldegaard was pulling up 
well and two stages later was to re-take 
sixth place for VW by passing Bror Daniels- 
son/Bo Sundberg in the Continental shod 
BMW 2002Ti. 


Jean-Pierre Nicolas had another short 
excursion in the R12 Gordini which cost 
him 10 m while Robin Hillyar/Mark Birley in 
the Annabels-entered Mexico had similar 
experiences which culminated ina 20. yd 

ccursion on stage 33 and the end of their 
rally. Hillyar remarked afterwards that i¢ was 
quite possible to do the rally without studs 
but only if you had some sort of pace notes 
as well! On the frozen lake, stage 27, both 
Pond and Dawson had several spins and had 
to be pushed going again, but Pond was 
even more fortunate when he left the road 
fon the very last stage of the rally—again 
Langiohanstorp—in that he got it back on to 
the road again in just 7 m and was thus 
able to hang on to his third place in the 
Mexico event. Dawson eventually finished 
Ath after losing several minutes playing hide- 
and-seek behind a tree on stage 34 after which 
the Willment-entered Mexico had to be almost 
bodily’ carried back to the road with the aid 
of spectators, 

Thus the rally finished with another victory 
for Saab who now take second place behind 
Renault in the World Championship table. 
There did look at one point before the priz 
giving as if there might be a scandal involv. 
ing tyres but it all fizzled out. What caused 
it was the old standing feud between Hakan 
Lindberg/Pirelli and the governing body of 
‘Swedish motor sport which had been very 
much In the forefront of the stud dispute 
Jast year. Pirelli are well known for their 
very worthwhile developments in rally tyres 
and it was only natural that they should 
‘come up with something for this event with 
similar plastic and naturally someone thought 
of objecting to them for the regulations stat 
that, “studs will be defined as objects that 
had ‘rubber inserts coated with teflon or some 
studs banned. They arrived with tyres which 
differ in material or 
tread of the tyre. . 
project outside the tread surface. 


The stewards decided after some length 
not to allow such a protest, presumably on 
the grounds that since the inserts were prin- 
cipally made of rubber it was going co be a 
matter of some precision as 

harder, insert of tread. 

2 problem earlier concerning the Dunlop 
tyres which had been made and supplied to 
Saab and VW but the story goes that Prince 
Bertil, he chairman of the rally committee, 
had come to see these tyres and accepted 
Dunlop's explanation that they were cata- 
Jogued but a proper mould had not yet been 
made which was why they were hand cut, 
‘The story also goes that Dunlop will now 
stamp all their tyres sold in Sweden with 
“by appointment.” Incidentally, John, Guy of 
Dunlop had brought over sufficient of these 
tyres to let Per-Inge Walfridsson have some 
for the second half of the rally. Anyway, al 
controversy over tyres seemed to be fairly 
adequately squashed though it did delay the 
results a bit and there were then further 
delays as some of the times had been badly 
converted from minutes and seconds to a 
total of seconds, This seemed particularly to 
affect’ the Renault drivers who were com- 
plaining bitterly until everything had been 
set to rights. 

‘The rajly ball and prizegiving was pro- 
tracted by this but the acclaim for Blomayist 
was by no means diminished by waiting and 
the Stadshotell was a more congenial place 
for the party than the old stamping ground 
of the Sandgrun Restaurant. 
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ROAD TEST REVIEW 


V 
A 
Knibbs for Fiat 
in the North West 
KNIBBS 
MANCHESTER LTD 
L Fiat Distributors, Midland Street, 


Off Ashton Old Road, M/C12. 
Tel.: 061-273 4411 


BAYTREE GARAGE 
(PRESTBURY LTD.) 
High Street 
Prestbury 
Tel.: 7247/7912 
(evening Bishops Cleve 3246) 
Large selection of New and Used 
Fiats 


Demonstration vehicles for you to drive 


TEST THE 


PF/1/A/T | 


128 SPORT COUPE 


APTER THE DEMONSTRATION WE CAN DISCUSS THE DELIVERY POSITION 
WHICH IS SURPRISINGLY FAVOURABLE! 


SLINIITED 
Britain's oldest and biggest FIAT Distributor 
393 Shields Road, Glasgow G41 1NZ 
Tol: 041-429 5611 
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Officially appointed retailer offers you one of 
the largest displays of new and used Fiats on 
the premises, complete with a personal after 
sales service. Call, write or phone : 


KENSINGTON CAR 
CENTRE 


Peter Shilston 01-370 3152 
181 Warwick Road, W14 


FIAT DISTRIBUTORS FOR 
BERKSHIRE 


JACK HILL 
(READING) LTD 


CHATHAM STREET 
MULTI-STOREY CAR PARK 
READING, BERKSHIRE 


Telephone: READING 582521 


PF /1/A/T | 


MARANELLO CONCESSIONAIRES LTD. 
High Street, Egham, ‘Surrey 
Tel.: Egham 6222 


THE FIAT PEOPLE IN 
NORTH-WEST SURREY 


Sales, Service and Spares 
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SANDERSON’S GARAGE 


MAIN ROAD, 
MOULTON, 
SPALDING, 
LINCOLNSHIRE 
Tel: Moulton (Lincs) 307 
Complete Daf sales and service for 
South Lincolnshire 


PRIORS OF WIMBLEDON 


256/262 Wimbledon Park Road, 
London, SW19. 
Tel: 01-788 4577. 


DAF 


Sales & Service 


H. & S. MOTORS (LAPWORTH) LTD. 
STATION LANE, 
LAPWORTH, 
WARWICKSHIRE. 


WHITTLEFORD SERVICE STATION 
WHITTLEFORD ROAD, 
NUNEATON, 
WARWICKSHIRE. ‘Nuneaton 323603 
UNBEATABLE 
as the Midlands’ leading DAF dealers. 


Lapworth 2933 
2855 


SPECIFICATION AND PERFORMANCE DATA 


Car tested : Ost door saloon 


ORCHARD GARAGE 


HYDE ROAD, 
BLUNSDON, 
SWINDON, 
WILTS. 


Tel: Blunsdon 220 
All vehicles in stock 
Also spares and service 


NOTON & NOTON LTD. 
Dorchester Street, Showrooms 
DORCHESTER STREET, 
BATH, 

SOMERSET 


Tel: Bath 3229 
Workshops 3579 


Large number of cars in stock: Demonstrations any 
time, anywhere. Agents since 1963. 


BENSTEAD & PIDCOCK LTD. 


659 LINCOLN ROAD, 
PETERBOROUGH 


Tel: Peterborough 60256 
60482 


DAF dealers for 7 years. 
Most models in stock, both new and used. 
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Mintex Dales Preview 


1, Roger Clark/Jim Porter, Ford 
ort RS. 

rank Plerson/Martin 
Holmes, Ford Escort RS. 

3. Mike Hibbert/Howard Scott, 
Ford Escort RS, 

4. Jimmy Rae/Michael Malcolm, 
Ford Escort RS. 

5. Will Sparrow/Nigel Raeburn, 
Vauxhall Firenza. 2300, 

6. Adrian Boyd/Beatty Craw- 
ford, Ford Escort RS. 

7, Colin Malkin/A. N, Other, 
TBA 

8. Tony Foukes/Bryan 
Ford Escort RS. 

9. Jack Tordoft/Brian Marchant, 


Harri 


11, Erle Jackson/Tony —Viles, 
Escort. 

12, Roy Fidler/Bob DeJong, Dat 
sun 2402 


13, Sean Campbell/Peter Scott, 


Ford Escort RS. 


14, BU Taylor/lan Melver, Ford 
Escort RS. 

18. Peter  Clarke/Tony Mason, 
Ford Escort RS. 

16. Russell Close/John Dolan, 


Ford Escort RS. 

17. Phil Cooper/Eddy Bamford, 
BL Clubman GT. 

18, Hammie Hannah/Roger Turn- 
bill, Clan Crusader 

19, Patrick Ryan/Michael Nicol- 


— including full 
special stage list 


21. Robin _ Eyre-Maunsell/John 
Brown, Sunbeam Imp. 

22. Peter | Smith/Nigel Jones, 
Alpine Renault 1600. 

23. Harold Morley/A. N. Other, 
Ford Mexico. 

Pelling/A. N. Other, 

Fulvia HP. 

25. Ian Harwood/Richard Morris, 
Escort Rover. 

26. Paul Faulkner/Monty Peters, 
Ford Escort RS. 

27. Steve Howard/Richard Ward, 
Ford Escort RS. 

28. Ron Shipp/Dave Whiteley, 
Vauxhall Firenza. 2300, 

29. David Hardcastle /Dave Wet 
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b 96. son, Mini Cooper S Vauxhall Firenza 2300. 

10, Bob Bean/Alan Greenwood, 20. Nigel Hollier/Phil Short, 30. Antione Lurot/Tony Pettie, 
Escort TC. Alpine Renault 1800, Moskvich TC. 

This car astounded all by lying jbframe in the conventional 

sure in tenth place before retirement er and the body is exten 

e on the RAC Rally. lightened. Entered by 

° 12, Datsun 2402: Roy Fidler iy. Centre of Wolverhampton, 

1, Ford Escort RS1600: Roger This car Is entered by J. C ‘Sunbeam Imp: Robin Eyre 

Clark Withers of Winsford, the Cheshire ‘Maunsell 

Surely the most famous Escort Centre who entered Chris Sclater First time out In its new white 

of all time! Winner of the RAC when he was national champion. _ livery of the Chrysler Dealer 

Rally in 1972, second on the © The car was seen on the RAC Team though the car Is still 

Scottish behind Mikkola, and in the hands of the Ugandan owned and prepared by A. S, 


used recently to win the Snow: 
man in Scotland, Powered by o 
twoulltre alloy block engine, and 
‘owned and prepared at Boreham, 
the home of the works Fords in 
Britain. Easily odds-on favourite 
for this event 

4, Ford Escort RS 1600: Jimmy 

Rae 


One of the fastest Scottish 
drivers. Winner of Scottish Rally 
Championship twice. Will be driv: 
Ing the Frews of Perth RS 1600 
with Mike  Maicoim navigating 
5, Vauxhall Firenza 2.6: Will 
Sparrow 
Now with big engine, this car 


Is sponsored by the Martin Group 
‘of Companies, with support from 
Goodyear and  Duckham. The 
engine has been prepared by the 
driver at his Studley workshops. 


champion Shekhar Mehta, and by 
Roy on the Snowman, when he 
finished tenth with the suspen. 
sion ted up with wire. Formerly 
a works car 

14, Ford Escort RS 1600: Bill 

Taylor 

The Scotsman pipped by one 
championship point — giving 
Jimmy Rae the title. Bill Taylor 
won Saltire and Border rallies, 
came 2nd on Hackle and 3rd on 
Burman. Co-driver Ian Melver. 

19, Mini Cooper $: Pat Ryan 
This Islands’ driver 
astounded rallying circles by win 
ing the Castrol-Timpson event 
in November and then finished 
fourth on the Snowman. It is 
incredibly light, with a 1433 cc 
engine built by Blazespeed with 
eight port bead. There is no rear 


Baird Lid, of Belfast. This is 
Robin's usual car which finished 
sixth on the Snowman Rally. His 
co-driver is John Brown, one 
of the most celebrated” rally 
organisers in the country—he 
masterminded much of the World 
Cup event, and is an expert 
navigator in his own right 

Peter Smit 
i & Sumner 
Lad, insurance brokers and spon- 
sored by Midland Road Garage, 
Renault dealers, Engine and gear- 
box. prepared by" the Alpine 
work in Dieppe, the car Is ex- 
works, winning the TAP Rally 
in 1971 driven by Jean Pierre 
Nicholas. 
30, Moskvich: Antoine Lurot 
‘This is the car the driver rolled 
on the Moss Tyres stage rally— 
also in Yorkshire—and fitted with 
Satra prepared single dhe with 
twin carbs. This car will shortly 
be fitted with twin cam head, 
which when Sted wih a single 
carb is homologated in G1. 
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Makinen on last year's rally. 


Mauri Lindell, organiser of the 
Finnish 1000 Lakes, is arranging 


entrants, Plans 
and will offer a substantial cost 
reduction. Included will be Eng: 
Jand-Finland drive-on car ferry, 
hotel stay and pace notes—made 
by Hannu Mikkola, This, to a 
large extent, should rule out the 


need to arrive weeks carly to 
start_making notes. All «British 
enteants will be. on an equal 
footing with the Mikkola pace 
notes, 

There is also to be a special 
spectators’ trip with hotel, air 


re, tickets to prpsentations, etc, 
all “included plus transport by 
coach to special stage vantage 
points. So far there have been 
more than 50 British enquiries 
and regulations should be out 
inside eight weeks. For further 
information about either 1000 
Lakes trip contact: Mike Broad 
at Broads Travel Service, 123 
Halesowen Road, Oldhill, Cradiey 
Heath, Warley, Wores, 


Carrera 
for 
Tordoff 


As rumoured for some time now, 
Jack Tordoff is getting a Porsche 
911 Carrera RS for use on RAC 
Championship events. The car is 
‘at present undergoing prepara- 
tion at Stuttgart and Jack hopes 
to take delivery in March. In 
the meantime his faithful works- 
prepared Saab V4 is being rebuilt 
following its RAC engine failure 
and this car will be used on the 
Mintex Dales Rally. Jack is work- 
ing hard on sponsorship to cover 
him for the RAC series. 
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HUNTER GLS ROAD TEST REVIEW 


SPECIFICATION AND PERFORMANCE DATA ba 


Sees = LORDS COURT MOTORS LTD. 


MOTORS (Guildford) LTD. A 
ones 30 St. John’s Wood Road, 
BY-PASS ROAD, GUILDFORD 


Tel.: 76931 London, NW8 


See the Big Value Chrysier line-up Tel. 01-286 6050 


‘at Surrey Leading Main Dealer 


‘Chrysler UK Main D 
Cysuecbaonsleele pou YOUR CHRYSLER BIGGEST VALUE DEALER 


Members of the MAA. YOUR CHRYSLER GLS MAIN DEALER 


LAURENCES GARAGES (London) LTD. Charters of Aldershot Ltd. 
Arthur Street, 
Aldershot, 


HANTS 
Tel: 21246 


CHRYSLER (MAIN DEALER 
FOR HUMBER, HILLMIAN, SUNBEAM 


HOCKLEY MOTORS cceoarwooo worors co, 170.) 


2/4 ALDERMANS HILL, 
HOCKLEY, 
ESSEX 


Tel: Hockley 3716, 2076 
SERVICE & SPARES, CRYPTON TUNING 
AND GENERAL MAINTENANCE 


332-340 Clapham Road, 
London SW9 
Tel: 01-720 5151 


Main Chrysler Dealers 


Demonstration cars available 


ADAMS GARAGE 


OAKFIELD ROAD, 
AYLESBURY, BUCKS. 
Tel: 4565 3 lines 
Main Dealer for Chrysler 


North Bucks 
Hunter GLS demonstration car 


[es always available 
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Trident Rally 


‘Owing to recent problems affect 
ing the use of Ministry of 
Defence land together with the 
recent. award of the ACSMC 
Forestry Commission allocation 
for 1973 the revised date for 
Croydon and District Motor 
Club's Trident Rally will be 
Sunday, September 2. 

‘The event, is being 
sponsored by Trident Petroleum 
will incorporate at least 50 
miles of stages in the Surrey, 
Sussex and Hampshire areas in- 
cluding the possibility of Forestry 
Commission land. The rally wiil 
be a qualifying round for the 
Esso. Uniflo’ BTRDA Champion- 
ship as well as a qualifier to- 
wards the ACSMC and LCAMC 
Rally Championships, 


5 


Salopian 


Details of the Salopian Rallye, 
closed co-promotional event, have 
been announced, The 180-mi 
event scheduled for March 17-1 
Will be over maps 117 and 118, 
The route is claimed to be in- 
teresting and demanding and the 
organisers wish to stress that the 
entire route has been thoroughly 
ehecked-out by thelr public rela- 
tions team. Start will be at the 
Heath Café, Fernhill, 118/ 
6534306) with first 

22.15. 


‘Anyone interested should contact 
‘The Chief Marshal: Phil West, 
23 Walton Way, Falke, Stoke-on- 
Trent, Tel: Kidsgrove 4878, 


Roskirk Trophy 


Regulations for South Shore 
(Blackpool) Motor Club's Roskirk 
‘Trophy Rally scheduled for March 
10/11 ace out now. The rally 
is named in the memory of its 
two former stalwarts, Roy 
Kirkham and Jeff Rostrom who 
Jost their lives so tragically in a 
speedboat accident in Morecambe 
Bay. The event will start from 
Bentleys Central Drive Garage, 
Blackpool, to tackle 220 miles 
over surfaced and unmetalled 
rouds, Regs. from: Mrs Val 
Guest, 55 Kendal Avenue, Black- 
pool. Tel: Blackpool 31412. 


Granite City 


Entry list for the Granite City 
Rally (round 3. Shell/The Scots- 
man Rally Championship, 4th 
round RAC Rally Championship) 
opens on March 1. Regulations 
should be available soon from 
Malcolm Lamont, 26 Foresters 
‘Avenue, Stoneywood, Bucksburn, 
‘Aberdeenshire. Telephone: 0224: 
71-3382. 


Rally film 
from Esso 


‘A new Esso film, produced by a 
Ford film unit, has just been re- 
Jeased. In colour and running for 
26 minutes the film is titled * Our 
Man Clark” and shows . Roger 
Clark’s progress on the Seven 
Dales, Welsh and RAC rallies on 
his way to winning the champion. 
ship. Linking the rally action are 
testing sequences including the 
Alpine course at Bagshot, featur 
ing Norman Masters. 


The Ford-Sure car service pro- 
gramme is to. receive rally 
exposure, Initially a Mexico is 
to be prepared by Rallye Sport 
Deolers, Service Garage of 
Barnsley for Bob Bean to drive 
with Alan Greenwood navigat- 
ing. Debut for the car is to be 
the Welsh Marche: 


Trustan 23 


‘The Wheateroft Organisation hi 
entered Into rally sponsorship as 
part of an extensive campaign 
to promote Trustan 23, the rust 
converter and protector. They 
are sponsoring Chris Drake who 
will be driving under the Trustan 
23 banner in his Mexico. As well 

the London county champion- 
ships, plans are proceeding for 


Patrick's buy 


Malcolm Patrick thas acquired 
Rodney Badham's Imp he used 
on the Bristowe and will contend 
all Castrol/MN rounds with Nell 
Wilson, starting with the Cytax. 
Although he was disqualified on 
the Bristowe for using Too many 
lights, Patrick ‘ater explained 
that "owing to the electrical 
system, he could only use all 
the lights or none at all. Patrick's 
Escort has been sold. Badham 
has bought a Clan Crusader. 


WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP—POSITIONS 


1 
2 
3 
a 
5 
6 
7 
8 
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‘Swedish Total 
2 


10 


nnaodnass 


Bristowe bits 


Frank Pierson’s engine 
apparently devoured a piston this 
ime. A dejected Chris Cobourn 
from DTV could only surmise 
that it must have resulted from 
engine failure which prevented 
Frank starting on the Red 
Dragon. Barry Hughes, down to 
navigate both Roy Fidler and 
Malcolm Patrick did not arriv 

so Colin Francis conducted 
Patrick instead, with very nearly 
remarkable results. 

© Paul and Paula Faulkner were 
present, not to be noticed by Bill 
Barnett or even to spy the latest 
CCC car, but simply because Nick 
Chandler wanted to. use his 
Range Rover to tow the Bond 
Garage of Waterlooville Mexico 
to the rally! Paul started the 
craze for exotic two. cars in 
C/MN circles, last rally Bob 
produced another Range Rover, 
and this time Alan Conley 
brought a tow-loader Transit for 
the Clan. 

© Dill Gwynne retired the ex- 
Gordon King Renault Gordini 
when the oll pipe to the cooler 
burst and ran the bearings. Bill 
Wood states that the transmission 
failure on WNX 700H was the 
first since Will Sparrow sold the 
car. Both Nigel Rockey and 
Jimmy Bullough suffered manifold 
trouble, Rockey has had this 
happen on every rally with this 
year's Mexico. When George Hill 
and Keith Wood were wonder- 
ing how to drive to the finish 
with a quarter of their wheel 
huts missing, they found most 
of the other nuts loose as well. 
© The noise test caused undue 
2ar0, especially 
‘owners, Many ca 
the test facing the 
that Is with thelr exhaust point 
ing away from the machine, in 
order to pass. Lawrie Richards 
was only one of several Minimen 
to suffer before eventually he 
allowed to start. 

© Mike Giligan, from Carlisle's 
County Garages, entered his 
Escort with a 2-litre alloy engin 

but he started with an ordinary 
engine. 

@ John Thomas returned to road 
rally navigating after a long spell 
of “stage. co-driving, competing 
with Jerry Dodd. He wore some 
old Dunlop overalls which really 
showed how rallymen's fashions 
have changed. 

© Brian Lock, the South Western 
champion, had clutch failure 
near Bideford and had to retire. 
He was out with a new navigator, 
David Edwards, as Bob  Shutler 
is planning the bigger events with 
David Oliver. As it happened, 
David unfortunately could not 
start, due ¢o illness. 


C/MN positions 


Castrol/Motoring News positions 
after the Rallye Bristow are ai 
follows: R. Brookes 28, N. 
Rockey 27, B. Jeffs 16, J. 
Edwards-Parton 12, Alan Conley 
11 and D. Roderick 11. Naviga- 
tors: P. White 27, J. Brown 1 
D. Taylor 16, D. Davidson 12, M. 
Holmes 11 and M. Woodward 1 

Leading positions in the Mexico 
series are as follows: N. Rockey 
27, R. Brookes 25, R. Bean 16, 
J. Edwards-Parton 15, R. Young 
14, R. Platt 12. 


New Rallye 
Sport book 
from Ford 


‘A new and thoroughly up to 
date Ford Rallye Sport catalogue 
has been produced. It covers all 
high performance parts 
marketed through Rallye Sport 
dealers in Britain and the Conti- 
nent. Cost is 50p from any Ford 
Rallye Sport Dealer. It cannot 
be obtained directly from Ford 
Advanced Vehicle Operations, 


South West 
Stages — full 


‘The Exeter and Taunton Motor 
Club's South West Stages Rally 
scheduled for April 1 is now 
fully reserved. The 120-car maxi- 


There will be 20 
50 miles and spectator sheets 
will be available at the Taunton 
start. Top entries include Paul 
Faulkner, Eric Jackson, Malcolm 
Wise and Miss Vicki Lambert 
‘who will be heading a three-car 
Horsman's of Liverpool Opel 
team. 


BTRDA— Gold 
Star interest 


‘The BTRDA announces enormous 
response to the new Esso Unis 
flow Gold Star Rally Champion 
ship. Success they feel is due to 
the planned nature of the events 
—filling @ gap in co-ordinating 
new clubmans championship 
based on purely special stag 
events. A great new interest hi 
been unearthed and registrations 
have reached 600. Due to diff- 
culties which will face intending 
entrants on all trying to gain a 
place on events, the Asdociation 
has reluctantly feit compelled to 
close the list for Gold Star 
entrants to all other than existing 
BTRDA members. Entry lists are 
still open for the Association's 
other championship. 


© Entries for the Mansfield and 
Sutton Observer Rally have been 
very healthy with more than 200 
applications received. Cons 
quently the emry list is now 
closed. 
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The M23 Yardley 
McLaren—Ford 


By John Bolster 


Formula 1 cars are getting better_lookinj 
and the new Yardley McLaren 
leader of this trend. One of the main objects 
of Gordon Coppuck’s latest design is to 
obtain extra speed on the straight, an area 
in which the MI9C left room for Improvement. 
The bitsy look of recent Fl cars has been 
avoided by enclosing everything within the 
aerodynamic shell and a complete engine and 
Bearbox cover, extending right back to the 
rear Wing, will also be tried. Not only Is the 
clean shape advantageous in reducing air 
drag, but it must make the car much more 
tractive for Yardley's promotional work. 

The rear profile starts with a low, wedge- 
shaped nose with adjustable tabs. The driver 
sits very far forward— right between the 
front wheels," as Denny Hulme puts it—but 
he says that the new car is easier to handle 
than the old one when the tail comes out, 
thus refusing the old adage that a racing 
driver needs to sit near the rear wheels to 
sense angular displacement. The radiators are 
in line with the front of the cylinder banks, 
water ahead of oll, and they are within the 
Stressed monocoque, not hung on outside 
with a flimsy glassfibre duct, as is more usual. 
This permits” a structure of progressive 
deformability to be used, an important safety 
feature 

The actual construction is naturally 
influenced by the new regulations which come 
into force for the Spanish Grand Prix. The 


Rising-ra 


front suspension has been altered only in detail and steering is re-sited 


monocoque has an inner and outer skin of 
16-gauge aluminium, between which a special 
foam is injected by aerosol. Basically, there 
are two fluids which must be kept entirely 
Separate until they are injected and they only 
meet in the actual spray nozzle of the gun, 
when the foam is produced. It was a leng:hy 
job building the first car by this method but 
MeLarens have now developed the technique 
so that future cars will not take so long to 
construct. The fuel bags are well protected 
within the main structure. 

Altered only in detail, the 
rising-rate front suspension is retained. 
There are plain, wide based _wishbones 
at the bottom, of tubular construction as are 
the top ones, which are triangulated in two 
planes. The top links are extended inboard, 
where they operate separate rockers through 
pull-rods. These rockers apply their movement 
to the top of the spring-damper units, the 
geometry being such that a rising suspension 
Fate is obtained. This is much more pro- 
Bressive than the use of the usual rubber 
bump-stops, and in fact allows a lower ground 
clearance setting without danger of bottoming. 
fon the road. The variation in weight of the 
fuel tanks makes a far greater percentage 
difference to the load carried by the front 
wheels than the rear, so a much simpler 
arrangement suffices there, the rear springs 
being of the type which become coil-bound 
progressively from the lower end. 


well-known 


behind top 


wishbones. The monocoque has an inner and outer skin with foam-filled sandwich (below). 
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The rack and pinion steering has been 
re-sited directly behind the top wishbones, to 
reduce air disturbance, and the links operat- 
ing the front anti-roli bar are also totally 
enclosed for the same reason. The steering 
wheel is instantly detachable to facilitate the 
Quick exit of the driver in the event of fire, 
The front stub-axles are live, running on 
bearings within the magnesium’ uprights, the 
ventilated disc brakes being outboard but not 
fully buried within the wheels ; the rear brakes 
are inboard, 

At the rear, the suspension is conventional, 
with adjustabie top links, reversed lower wish- 
bones, and long paired trailing arms from 
the monocoque. The driveshafts have no. slip: 
joints, the necessary plunging movement being 
absorbed within the hub bearings, though 
Gordon Coppuck is reluctant to give details, 
saying merely that the coupling Is “very 
simple.” Quite a useful slice of unsprung 
weight has been lost in this area compared 
with last year’s car, The M23 Is an. inch 
longer in the wheelbase and the main body- 
chassis is lower but the alrbox is carried in 


clean air well above the engine, which makes 
the car look higher. The main oil tank Is 
concealed ahead. of the left cylinder 


bank and the catch tank forms a saddle over 
the bell-housing. The battery is up in the 
nose and the Graviner cylinder lies crosawl 
beneath the driver's knees, 

In the past, a description of a racing car 
was mostly a technical survey of the engine, 
In this case, there is no necessity to go into 
detalls for ‘the Ford Cosworth DFV Is far 
too well known. The 3-litre V8 has fuel 
injection and electronic ignition by Lucas and 
develops 460 bhp at 10,000 rpm. Similarly, 
the Borg and Beck clutch and the Hewland 
FG 400 five-speed gearbox are normal wear 
In Formula 1, This does not mean that we 
take these components for granted and it 
Is the tremendous development which has 
taken place in these vital units that maki 
Grand Prix racing the spectacle that it Is 
‘A few years ago, when many races were 
spoilt by unreliable cars, you did not see 
the bigtime sponsors who now back th 
teams. 

In this connection, it was most heartening 
to hear the warm appreciation of McLaren 


in the speech of Dennis Mathews, Yardley 
managing director. He said that the co-opera- 
tion had been out of this world and he gave 


@ vote of thanks for last year as well 
expressing his hopes for this year. It is most 
Interesting that the sales of Yardley Black 
Label products for the July-December period 
increased by a staggering 54 per cent com- 
pared with 1971. As a result of carefully 
conducted surveys, Yardleys are convinced 
that the right choice of sponsorship is very 


largely the cause. Phil Kerr of McLaren 
that the ‘relationship. “hag been” even 
better than we had hoped for.” He continued 


“we have tried to maintain a professional 
proach to the sport and business of inter- 
national racing, and to provide results and 
an image on which Yardley could promote.” 
This Is a lesson on what sponsorship is all 
about, for too few sponsored teams give 
value for money, 

The M23 has already been flown to South 
Africa for Hulme to test at Kyalami before the 
Grand Prix on March 3, The second M23 will 
be ready by the International Trophy Silver- 
stone meeting and a third one should be com- 
pleted in time for the Spanish Grand Prix. 
Peter Revson and Jody Scheckter will drive 
the other cars, Revson being a regular Fl 
team-member while Scheckter will drive In 
several Fl races for McLaren. 

Brier sescirication 
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BEHIND THE 
VV REEL 


DENNY HULME 


“ Our new M23 Yardleymac 
has been built to the 
letter of the new safety reaulations ” 


Fifth in Argentina, third in Brazil—Denny with the Yardley McLaren M19. 


It’s all going to be quite simple if 1 can 
remember the numbers: Fifth in Argentina, 
third in Brazil. ... stands to reason I've got 
to be first in South Africa, doesn’t it? 

I came within spitting distance of winning 
the Grand Prix ac Kyalaml when we first ran 
the M19 McLaren in 1971 and I did the job 
properly to win with the car last year so 
with a brand new M23 for the 1973 race on 
March 3, we should be looking good 

At least the car will be looking good 
Different, anyway. It has already been nick: 
named the Colnbrook Concorde because from 
certain angles the droopy nose ond the flare 
back to the radiators at the rear of the car 
makes it a lot like the SST. I just hape it 
has a brighter future! Our new M23 Yardley 
mac has been built to the letter of the new 
safety regulations with the full deformable 
structure $0 that if it ever clobbers anything 
the wheels will fly off but I doubt there will 
be s0 much as a wrinkle In the tub, Tt says 

Our Formula 1 cars in the past have never 
really been super efficient when it came to 
penetrating the air, but we hope the futuristic 
new shape with the sexy streamlined tail and 
air box to round off the package will provide 
all the answers to aerodynamics. 

‘We tested the car for 65 or 70 laps round 
Goodwood before flying it down to South 
Africa for pre-race tests at Kyalami a couple 
of weeks before the GP and in that first day 


we ran faster than we had ever managed to 
with the MI9 even after the thousands of test 
miles we must have run round there in the 
past two years 

‘One of the most noticeable things about 
the new car from a driver's point of view 
is that you're sitting much farther forward 
because the majority of the fuel load is now 


between the engine and the cockpit, You are 
sitting with your feet up ahead of the centre 
line of the front wheels and you can almost 
Jean out and touch them. It’s less than 12 


inches from the steering wheel to the steer- 
Ing box which Is now mounted just forward 
# the dashboard! This means that the steer- 
ing links and arms are all behind the uprights, 
and the front bulkhead hag suddenly become 
extraoedinarily tidy with’ only. the brake 
cylinders and none of the steering gear nor 
mally stowed up there. 

For the first 10 laps or so I found ét very 
difficult to judge just where the rear wheels 
were and what they were doing. It was hard 
to gauge the amount of oversteer and when 
it would be coming in. Eventually 1 reached 
the stage where I could set it oversteering 
and control it to a far greater degree than ever 
Thad been able to with the M19. When the 
M23. did oversteer the back stayed out and 
did not go back to neutral and oversteer, back 
to neutral and oversteer again as the M19 
tended to do on occasions. The new car over 
steers and stays out there in a nice com- 
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fortable slide snd this may have been one 
sone why it wes so fast around 


son and I are going to revel in 
the iower cockpit temperatures of the new 
car because the water radiators are mounted 
at the sides of the car back behind us. This 
was a big factor in last year's side-radiator 
CanAm car because it meant that you never 
had to combat heat exhaustion in addition to 
everything else on the race track. Another 
aid to the well-being of the Revson and Hulme 
backsides is that with the fuel and oll tanks 
repositioned between us and the engine, we 
Will be effectively insulated from the heat 
of the engine. 

On the earlier monocoques the fuel went all 
the way 10 the front of the tub so we were 
Mterally sitting in a bath of petrol, but with 
the new M23 only a very small amount of fuel 
ts carried in the sides of the monocoque and 
the tanks don’t go up as far as our knees. 
This means that most of the weight Is very 
central on the car and it shouldn't vary the 
balance as the race progresses and the fuel 
Ioad drops. We are following a modern trend 
in neutralising the polar moment of inertia 
by bunging all che weight in between the from 
and rear wheels. I think it was Tyrrell designer 
Derek Gardner who defined a polar moment 
of inertia as an eskimo's tea break, . . , Just 
think what ‘they could do down at ‘Tyrrell’s 
wood yard if they were serious about all this! 

‘The cockpit oa the M23 is the smallest 
we have ever had on a McLaren—so small in 
fact that we now have a detachable steering 
wheel, The reason for the slimline office is to 
bring ‘the monocoque in very narrow and get 
the air passing back to the radiators. The car 
looks a lot wider than it really is because 
the monocoque is shrouded by the bulky 
radiator cowlings. 

‘Another steiking feature of the M23 is the 
lack of assorted plumbing strung all over the 
place. It’s extremely clean, especially around 
the back of the gearbox area and this helped 
us co streamline the whole back end. The 
oll radiators are now mounted in behind the 
water radiators 


Back to round 1 

‘There's not a whole lot to tel! you about 
my race in the Argentine GP. The cars were 
more or less the same as they had finished 
at Watkins Glen at the end. of last season, 
although we had been running Goodyear tests 
at a couple of tracks. My engine was not super 
healthy but Peter was going like gangbusters 
and running fifth until a small throttle linkage 
broke almost at the finish and I moved up to 
take over lth when he dropped out. 

Regazzoni's drive in the BRM was the big 
surprise at the Argentine race because we had 
ail prety much discounted the chances of 
the BRM team. He started off the pole and 
Jed the opening laps until his tyres gave up. 

We figured he might do the same again in 
Brazil, but he was baulked with a vapour fock 
that killed his engine as the flag fell, and 
also choked the engine on Lauda’s BRM and 
my McLaren leaving the three of us sitting 
there on the grid with not very much happen: 
ing. 

T had been fifth fastest but 1 was 12th 
on the first lap. After that I applied myself 
Seriously to he job in hand and worked my 
way up to third really without a whole lot of 
trouble so maybe af I'd started off with the 
leading bunch I might have been able to 
run with them. But that's 2 debatable point 
because the clutch packed it in just after I'd 
passed Ickx’s Ferrari and this was a real 
problem because 1 was using first gear away 
from one of the hairpins and it became ex- 
tremely difficult so slot it in. I tried using 
Second gear to chunter away from the corner 
but we were all worried about fuel vaporisa- 
tion and if the engine ran too low on revs 
the fuel pump might quit and I'd never get 
the engine started again. 

‘As it turned out this clutchless act was 
one of my lesser problems because the heat 
was something else and 1 was getting more 
and more exhausted—from dehydration prob- 
ably—with every lap towards the finish and 
when the flag came out I was more pleased 
simply that the race had finished than that 
Ta finished third behind Emerson and Jacki 


a 


SANDOWN PARK 


McRae is champion 


By GEOFF HARRIS 


Hands high in the alr Graham McRae coasted 
‘across the line to win his third Tasman Cham- 
pionship in a row at Sandown last Sunday. 
His dayglow orange STP McRae served him 
well, although engine failure was imminent 
‘as the last couple of laps were completed 
with no oll pressure. Frank Matich, after hold- 
for 17 laps, back 

deflating rear tyre upset 
dling. Matich ASO Repco, to 

finish fourth. Knife edge stuff between MeCor- 
mack and Max Stewart finally went McCor- 


splendid 27.7 s behind McRae. The Lola T330 
‘of Max Stewart received a great ovation a 
It spluttered across (0 finish third having 
entertained the crowd with McCormack for 
most of the last half of the race. To give 
the Matich AS0s a perfect finishing record, 
Johnnie Walker finished a distant fifth, with: 
‘out second gear. A lap behind, Sam’ Posey 
took a lonely sixth and added one more 
point to his total. 


ENTRY 


The entry was essentially that of Warwick 
Farm with the exceptions of West Australian 
Stan Keen In his MRS Elfin Ford and 
Sydney-sider Bob Muir making a comeback 
in the Pat Bourke old McLaren M1OB Molloy. 
Mulr’s return was only possible due to 
Warwick Brown's misfortune at  Surfers— 
allowing bis team to have the old M10B 
dusted off and put back to work. Entered 
but not running were of course Warwick 
Brown, who is now recovering well, Garry 
Campbell (unable to have the T330 repaired 
in tlme) and Noritake Takahara who has 
tong since departed the scene. Although 
entered at the Farm, Garry Cooper couldn't 
jet the Surfer's damage repaired in time for 
that event but had made Sandown with plenty 
to spare. The Ero! Richardson team with the 


old Franklin Palliser didn’t show for reasons 
best known to themselves. 


PRACTICE 


Tn complete contrast_to Warwick Farm, 
Sandown was hot and dry and practice was 
spread over two days instead of one with a 
third day unofficial. This extra practice was 
not greeted with too much enthusiasm as the 
fast Sandown track Is not difficult to learn 
and teams, machines and equipment, after 
six hectic "weeks of races and travel were 
showing definite signs of deterioration 

‘The battle for honours was still very 
much between Matich and McRae, in fact 
these two were the only drivers to record 
sub 1 m 25, with Matich’s 1 m 14s, 05 5 
faster than McRae and the fastest for the 
Friday session. During Thursday Frank 
knocked the nose off the Matich when a 
deflating tyre caught him in an awkward 
Spot, wiping the radiator and nose off the 
car and breaking a steering arm. 

McRae’s practice was terminated on Friday 
when a cross in one of the outer universal 
joints cracked and sent the half-shaft flailing 
around, demolishing all in its path. The team 
fitted a rat er tired spare, a new upright and 
sundries for Saturday and Graham responded 
with a 1m 13 5 to establish pole. Frank 
was unable to improve his time as the belt 
drive to the water pump snapped, giving the 
car a steaming passage back to his pit. He 
didn’t get out again that session. 

Peter Molloy, local engine wiz, had been 
hard at it again this time on one of the 
McKechnie Bartz engines. The engine, all 
930 bap of N. woss’ feted until Pridey sighs, 
and difficulty locating some extra parts meant 
they missed the first Saturday session The 
McRae also had an extra water radiator 
sitting atop the McRae bulge slightly a 
Of the rear bulkhead, curing the overheating 


they have been plagued with for so long. 
When Rollinson finally got out he was 
quickly down to 1m 23s, even though 
he wasn't happy with "the brake 
In a straight line the car could easily 
power away from all following, even 
the slippery T330 of Max Stewart who just 
pipped him with a 1 m 2.1 s, This week's 
surprise came from John McCormack who 
filled fourth fastest on 1 m 22 s. He regards 
this spot as his lucky position as he won the 
NZGP from here. 

‘The Camp Carr Inc Surtees, not looking its 
usual immaculate self, was hampered by a 
down engine and with his spares in the same 
or worse condition, Sam Posey had to live 
with it. His thied fastest time Thursday of 
Tm 26 s was recorded before the Bartz 
went flat, In Saturday's session he had to 
suffer an irritating misfire which couldn't be 
located and as they left the track they were 
not sure what they would do. Bartlett's 
Practice finished abruptly against the armco 
when a sticking throttle had him all a-flurry 
Aegotiating the exit from pit straight. 
He recorded 2 m 2.6 s early Saturday, and 
this was his best 

Having been plagued by transmission 
trouble throughout the four timed sessions, 
Johnnie Walker recorded times below which 
‘we have come to expect. His final time was 
2's off the pace; to fill the fifth row with 
Steve Thompson. To mention RES in the 
Brodie pit was to be treading on dangerous 
ound as the new engine fitted to the 
Chevron was decisively poor. Thompson only 
completed 10 laps on Thursday due to a sticky 
relief valve in the oil filter, and found the 
car very much down on power on Saturday 
so. the victorious Farm engine, another 
Molloy rebulld, was planned for the race. 

Bob Muir came quickly to terms with the 
old M10B McLaren, helped somewhat by the 
very well prepared’ car. It was in much the 
same trim ‘as when it last raced at Warwick 
Farm in December ‘72, not havin, ‘used 
since. It still sports one of the best Molloy 
engines around and Muir recorded a creditable 
Tm 535. 

Not showing any of the unreliability of the 
other 2 litre New Zealanders, Graham La\ 
Fence was still getting back into the groo 
and was quite happy with his 1m 64 5, 0 
Second slower than Stan Keen's MRS Eifin 
302 Ford. Tony Stewart (Dolphin Waggott) 
‘and consistent Dexter Dunlop (McRae GMI 


Two constructors fight for the lead, as Graham McRae tries to get by Frank Matich. McRae was successful, winning the race and championship. 
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Molloy), completed the runners. 

‘As the final session finished Graham McRae 
had his team pack the McRae with 40 Ibs of 
dry ice just to see how long it would stay 
ina solidified ‘With this experiment 
Successfully completed, the team returned to 
their quarters to modify a cracked front disc 
ind fit new head gaskets. The engine, now 
having completed six races, was starting to 
pump oll but as it was their most powerful 
engine it had to stay in 


RACE 


Intermittent hazy cloud shaded the race fans 
‘on Sunday morning and a pleasantly cool 
breeze wafted across the flat countryside at 
Sandown, From 10.30 there was half an hour 
fiddling time which all were happy to use 
with only one major problem presenting 
itself in the form of a valve collet coming 
adrift in Matich's Repco. With four hours to 
the race the Repco Engine Development men 
busied themselves replacing a valve and 
fitting new colletts. Saturday's overheat had 
not done any obvious damage but it is felt 
that the collett may not have been replaced 
properly during reassembly. The Chesterfield 
7300 Lota surprised all by arriving for work 
looking almost as good as new although 
without a front roll bar at Bartlett had no 
replacement fot the one damaged. 

‘The drag to the difficult negative cambered 
Shell Corner was negotiated by all somehow, 
with Matich having made a good start and 
arriving first. Stewart had somehow nosed 
his way into second with McCormack tucking 
inside and McRae recovering well from one 
of his infamous starts. Stewart twitched the 
Lola on the exit so McCormack (Ansett Elfin), 
nipped through to follow Frank as they 
kicked up the coment dust at Peters to 
power up the back straight and out of sight. 
As they reappeared under the bumpy Dunlop 
Bridge to complete one lap the cars 
represented a more tidy single file formation 
but still very close. 

‘How many laps could McCormack keep up 
this hectic pace for second? He seemed to 
be holding, or holding up, McRae with ease, 
making it look strangely like another Matich 
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Tasman regulars : Alan Rollinson (McRae), John McCormack (Elfin), Johnny Walker (Matich), Steve Thompson (Chevron) and Kevin Bartlett. 


benefit. Rollinson, his Saturday braking prob- 
Jems overcome, had untangled himself from 
Posey, Bartlett and Walker to make threaten- 
ing gestures in Stewart's mirrors. Before he 
could show us what stuff he is made of, the 
Bartz end of the Chev engine went bang 
when a piston decided to abandon shij 
posting his third DNF In as many races. A 
great pity as Alan had the car set up better 
than at any other time in the series. 
McRae finally asserted himself and ducked 
in under brakes at Peter's and, though not 
immediately, pulled away. Matich was now 


‘emerged the leader but Matich clung 
as he started to trim Matich's advantage and 
by lap 13 they appeared over the bumps at 
Dunlop nose to tail with McCormack now 
some way behind. McRae gave the enthusias- 
tic crowd a real show as he ducked and 
weaved trying to find a way by the orange 
Matich, 

This continued for five laps until McRar 
darted out of the Matich slipstream past the 
start/finish line and the two ran deep into 
the braking area side by side. McRae emerged 
by a nose with both cars making it through 
somehow, without touching. Through Peters 
McRae emerged the leader but Matich clung 

‘himself up to McRae as they 
topped the crest into the esses at the far 
end of the circuit. McRae held on to his lead 
as they weaved through out of sight. Appear- 
ing again under Dunlop McRae was alone; 
Matich had spun dropping him back 8 5 
although clear of McCormack and Stewart. 
From here on Matich started losing time 
quite dramatically and on lap 21 he did it 
again, this time at Shell, giving all the 
stragglers on the pit counter a nasty fright. 
By the time he got going again both 
McCormack and Stewart had passed. 

The positions at lap 25, half way, read 
McRae "20s ahead of ‘McCormack and 
Stewart, a gap to Matich, Walker and then 
Posey and Thompson, in close company. 
Completing the runners were Keen (Elfin 
302 Ford) a lap down, Lawrence and Dunlop. 
Bartlett, who had been driving the makeshift 
Lola with great verve after his midfield 
starting position had, until lap 23, held an 
excellent fifth place, but broken valve springs 


put an end to that. Thompson's car was not 
content after a 

‘sixth place slip 

Posey ease away. 


few desperate attempt 
from his grasp and Si 

Matich was now able to trace his unpredic- 
table handling to a deflating rear tyre, 
Despite this problem he was still able, ever $0 
slightly, to inch up on the furious dice that 
had developed between McCormack and 
Stewart. As the race entered its 45th lap 
Matich ‘had caught the second place tussle 
and displaced Stewart as they reoled in the 
back straight; he held on to this place rather 
tentatively with the car showing definite signs 
of deterioration and it wasn’t long before 

it McCormack’s 
‘Another spin a later dropped 
Matich rigat back and he was now in danger 
of being lapped by the flying McRae. McRac's 
pace slowed somewhat then when engine oll 
Pressure started taking a dive and a front 
shock had also broken, but his lead over 
McCormack and Stewart was substantial 
‘enough for them not to be of great concern. 

McCormack and Stewart had the crowd 
on their feet every time they passed by the 
stands, McCormack holding on doggedly with 
Stewart more often than not up beside the 
Ansett Elfin as they swept through Shell, but 
McCormack always emerged ahead. It was a 
fight to the finish, but sadly Stewart's finish 
was to be a little later than McCormack's 
as the Lola, starved of petrol, coughed and 
spluttered But was able to make the line 
third, well behind McCormack. 

McRae, oll pressure now zero, accepted 
Sandown's chequered fiag after 52 laps and 
the 1973 Tasman Championship for his third 
year running. Matich finished fourth and well 
Out of reach of McRae's 40 points, making 
Adelaide of academic Interest only. 


(Arie © MRS Repco) 58m 


Lola sandwich : Stewart (T330) and Brown (T300) hem in McRae. 


WARWICK FARM 


Thompson's wet Tasman 


By GEOFF HARRIS 
In appalling conditions, round 6 of the 1973 Tasman Series came to » damp conclusion with 


Steve Thompson's Wilkins Servis B: 


Chevron havin 

victor. Thompson had his pursuers in sight as he 
win by almost a lap, Frank Matich, after a stirring drive 
‘easy second, albeit 84 5 In arrears. With the rain easing 
McRae was able to muscle his way past Johnnie Walker's ASO 
Matich on the last lap to take third with Walker, wi 


‘shown the 


Id how It was done In 


hhad driven another excellent race, 


fourth. A slight indiscretion kept the works T330 Lola of Max Stewart away fifth and John 


MeCormack just managed to hold sixth by a nose from a late challenge by 


Sam Posey's 


TS11B Surtees. Thompson had started very much favourite from pole as he was the only 


runner on English 
tonga was still fresh In 


ENTRY. 


Most of the Australian teams are Sydney 
based and this meant that the cars had their 
first real work since the start of the series, 
able to replace a twisted 
result of a practice shunt 
ym. Bartlett rebuilt the suspension on 
the Lola T300 and gave it a thorough check- 
over. The works T330 Lola needed little work 
except that the bent valves in the Smith 
Chevy were replaced with more suitable 
devices; Frank Gardner made the remark 
that if Stewart watched his rev counter he'd 
do better, 

Thompson had Peter Molloy give the Surfers 
Paradise engine a rebuild and it was fitted 
for practice. The RES engine after a strip 
was found to have dropped a valve di 
machining error but the engine is bel 
replaced by RES and should arrive in time 
for Sandown. The puzzling. problem of 
mysterious overheating and burnt pistons in 
the MoKechnie McRae was traced to a Weber 
leaking air, a result of a rebore at Bartz. 
Bartz updated Rollinson's 48 mm instruments 
to 51 mm by machining, exposing some small 
flaws in the die casting, allowing the enmine 
to suck more air than was good for it. With 
this cleared Alan hoped to get amongst the 
fast times. 

Having enjoyed his return to the wheel on 
the previous weekend Graeme Lawrence had 
a new 2-litre Hart fitted to the Surtees and 

expecting great things on a circuit that 
Suited the car well. Johanie Walker's Matich 
ASO was much as it finished at Surfers as 
‘was McCormack, although the Ansett Airlines 
Elfin did have the nose repaired and painted. 
Cooper in the second Elfin had gone home ; 
likewise Noritake Takahara’s Brabham BT36. 

‘Two arrivals to the series were Tony 
Stewart and Erol Richardson. Stewart's pretty 
little 2-litre Dolphin was proudly sporting = 
newly acquired Waggott. A 2-litre Waggott at 
best, albeit two years old, was classed as a 


termediate Firestones and his aggressive performance at the wet Tere- 


screamer if it showed 265 bhp on the dyno; 
Stewart was proud to announce that he was 
getting 290 bhp from his Paul England 
tweeked device. Richardson was giving the 
ex-Mildren Bartiett Franklen Palliser its first 
serious run for two years and would probably 
only be running here, although if he and the 
car do well they may run at Sandown. 

Having overcome his mental rejection of 
the Farm, Graham McRae had done a lot 
of preparation on the STP GMIA for a big 
win here. This included some tyre testing on 
the Monday after Surfers with some new 
3 in superwide Goodyear slicks and a new 
full width nose section which was good for 
an extra 400 rpm down the fast Surfers 
straight. The nose, a cross between a TS11 
Surtees and a CanAm 917/10 Porsche did 
cause some overheating with prolonged use 
and would therefore only be used in its 
present form in moderate temperatures, The 
bodywork is part of some aerodynamic 
development he plans to have completed in 
‘the next few months in readiness for the new 
GM2. The new car will have split radiators 
‘ot Unlike the Mark 4A Geminis of some years 
back. Other work done to prepare for the 
Farm's normally oppressive conditions was to 
utilise the empty monocoque just behind the 
front bulkhead to store dry ice. McRae's dis- 
like for the Farm relates largely to the exces- 
sive temperatures he's experienced there in 
the past three Tasmans. He planned to over- 
come this by using a system tried by Porsche 
by pumping chilled water via a heat exchanger 
in the dry ice compartments, through a 
specially prepared driving suit. Ail this trouble 
was wasted for this weekend anyway, as 
Warwick Farm dawned cool and wet, very 
wet. 


PRACTICE 


Practice was very much a non-event as it 
was run over two extremely wet sessions; 
the first being interrupted by service vehicles 


removing Gary Campbell's 330 Lola from 
the Armco at Homestead at the entry to Hume 
Straight. Thompson's performance was fairly 
mediocre in the first session as he was 
troubled by his transmission jumping out of 
third gear. During this session the time- 
keepers put a cat amongst the pigeons by 
giving Max Stewart a 1 m 37.7 s, some 5 5 
wead of the pack. Poor Maxie was found out ; 
after going back through their records the 
timekeepers found they had stopped Max's 
time on the identical iT 
A fairly honest mistake, 
were then foul. The McKechnie McRi 
‘Alan Rollinson ‘tried some 15 In American 
Goody. with moderate success, He 
reverted to similar rubber on smaller 13 in 
wheels in the second session which was a 
disaster and any improvement by changing 
back to the original set up was pointles 
the advance weights in the magneto 
seized leaving him on a slow 1 m 47.6 s for 
Sth fastest. McRae felt hi 
first session, removir 
‘second to take fast 
until Thompson got_among: 
and reeled in three quickies, finishing with a 
1m 40s dead as the flag came out. With 
McRae, only Stewart had sets of the English 
wet weather Goodyears, this reflecting in the 
times as Stewart finally finished third quicke 
with disconnected roll bars, on 1 m 43 5. 
Both Matichs recorded n 
of | m 43.7 8 and 1 m 43, 
this time, having the edge. 
slowish times were attributed to his wantin 
to keep the vehicle on the island and 
quite happy to start from row three, Sam 
Posey, sure that the meeting would be car 
celled, only ran a couple of laps in the firs 
session and. likewise in the second before he 
Diffed the nose into the railing dividing the 
horse track from the tarmac, Posey said 
that as he slithered towards the fence, his 
mind quickly did a tally of what spares ‘they 
hhad left and these didn’t include front suspen- 
sion parts, 50 he lined the car up to hit 
Square on, ‘splintering the Surtees nos 
denting the oll tank, spinning—crumpling 
exhaust wing. th 
front. suspension nicely intact. The aptly 
named Dolphin Waggott of Tony Stewart in 
fact held fastest time in the first session and 
this time was finally good enough for him 
to complete the fourth row with Alan Roilin- 
son. Bartlett's luck doesn't seem to Improve 
and he was struggling with the indifferent 
handling of the Lola 7300 and was less than 
bappy with his 1 m 479 5, 

‘The remainder of the field were all_well 
above 1m 50's. Fastest was Lawrence's TS15, 
I'm 525-8, then McCormack, not liking the 
saturated conditions with only five laps com: 

len 


2'm 5.0 s respectively, were next. Neither were 
very happy In the wet, 


Peis 


With the pits and any unsealed ari 
of mud the Australian Automobile Racing 
Club were fortunate to nave a crowd of 
13,000 plus, showing that crowds will respond 
to an international ‘field, If they're not 
the GP stars of Tasmans gone by. 

Light ‘rain accompanied the cars on the 
unofficial Sunday morning practice, most 
drivers trying their different approaches in 
tread design. 

‘With the 


in easing McRae made another 
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‘bad start from his front row position giving 
Thompson an easy and clear path through 
turn 1, Paddock. Johnnie Walker repeated 
his Surfer’s stunt and emerged second with 
Stewart third and McRae gathering himself, 
fourth, as they approached and disappeared 
in a huge plume of spray through Homestead. 

By the time the cars came into view at the 
Northern Crossing, Thompson had more than 
a1 5 lead on the pack which was obscured 
in a cloud of water vapour. Thompson, with 
‘a clear path ahead, noticeably drew ‘away 
with Walker now reaping the benefits of 
Thompson's rapid progress by having fairly 
100d visibility. Stewart, McRae, Posey, Matich 
‘and Rollinson hovered as close as they dared 
in the appalling conditions as they started 
the third tour. By the seventh lap Thompson 
had opened an effortless 20 s lead over Walk 
with Max Stewart Incredibly close considering 
the conditions and McRae trailing now by 
some 4s, With the difficult exercise of get- 
ting by the Posey Surtees completed, Matich 
quickly consumed the 10 § deficit on McRae, 
trailing him as they completed lap 14. With 
the extra pressure of Matich eager to relieve 
him_of his fourth place, the twosome closed 
‘on Stewart, who had decided, wisely, that a 
Tittle bit of vision was better than none, 
dropping back from the inspired Johnnie 
Walker, 

‘The problem, now confronting McRae and 
Matich, of getting by the T330 was nicely 
solved when Stewart hit a puddle at a bad 

ting the wing of the Lola against 


‘Thompson's masterly performance was ai 
mented by the skill and ease in which he 
disposed of backmarkers on this normally 
difficult circuit and by balf distance he'd 
doubled Rollinson in sixth place. 

Rollinson was experiencing difficulty in 
getting adhesion from his front tyres and 
he looked quite fright the McRa 
twitched and lurched its way around the 
slippery circuit. 

‘Alter six laps of swallowing McRae’s grim 
Matich slipped by at Paddock to catch and 
trail Walker who was a good deal more polite 
and let the Gold Star Champion through to 
the hard fought second place. Even being free 
of obstacles Matich still lost time to Thompson 
‘at the rate of 2s a lap so he was content 
to sit put out of troubl 

‘The al to transistorised ignition cured 
the engine problem in the McKechnic McRae 
‘only to expose it to other difficulty and the 
‘car, weaving (ts treacherous way around in 
Tonely sixth, succumbed to wet electrics and 
retirement, This retirement moved the splut- 
tering Ansett Airlines Elfin of McCormack 
up to sixth place. 

‘Johnnie Walker, still holding third behind 
‘Thompson and Matich, knocked his nose fin 
askew which started’ to scrape the road 
ing some deterioration in the handling of 


gave him a temporary advant 
but then the rain started ‘and with 
four laps to go McRae put in a determined bid 
‘on Walker's third position, succeeding only 
fon the last lap when they touched under 
brakes at the bottom of the straight, sending 
them both off. McRae was able to get away 
first to finish third with Walker fourth, 

‘Steve Thompson tucked the Servis Chevron 
in a safe distance behind the McRae/Waiker 
duel to take a splendid and well judged victory, 
not having put a foot wrong for the entire 
face, Matich, happy to have beaten McR 
‘and to keep ‘the series open, was also bap 
‘with his performance. A great run to the line 
between Posey and McCormack resulted in 
McCormack keeping the sixth place he had 
held for the latter part of the race. 


a t2E hichardesn {erankian/ Pailin Chevre 


‘Fastest lap: Thempsn, im 378 
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COrresponvgence 


Bigoted ? 
Ti gehis(eal bee tibckeeersbte ancl: seviewich 
{ao teak sonson' chub racing’ (rebruary’&hy Oc 
the tibet of Thresion, Rowcrer mace oon 
nt a 
Tckap ak teen beoake Shera br so el wear 
Sorer lex Meiivicccen to cake a biooed 
pe 
Seocrbes ap Biooey Privese euidanss socrehere 
Sa ae 
a omg ig 
pa eg 
Me'Titchmatan may feel thet racing. at Thruke 
Pe ger A 
por se fe bo jestitemton for hie umwarranted 
reach againet the fesldeats Inthe Thruxton 
dren, Comsiroctve arguments es imperinent 
Tisai, sithough the word “ pusillaniwous 
A a og 
suey it wrongly applied tn this Contes. 
Saat Cocaseek 


LiTrLe StavGHTON, BeDs, 


DTV advert 


through his hat ! To 
‘Capri is an inexpen- 
sive car relative to our Thames Firenza is 
nonsense, Look at the facts. 

The Vauxhalls used to such good effect by 
Gerry Marshall, Bill Dryden, Des Donnelly and 
Jim Thomson all have a basic standard con- 
tent of about 80 per cent. If one were to build 
@ similar car, new, on a proper commercial 
basis it would cost’ around £4500. To build a 
Boss Capri replica, commercially, brand new 

nd with a full Formula 5000 or equivalent 
‘engine would cost a great deal more. 

T have the greatest admiration for Mick Hill 
and his skill both as an engineer and driver. 
His car has a touch of genius about it and it 
will_no doubt go down in history as the 
Ultimate club racer. I doubt if anyone will 
repeat the long and virtually unbroken run of 
victories which Mick Hill has scored with 
this car. That he built it very cheaply from 
secondhand bits and pieces is common know- 
ledge. The car probably cost him less than 
£2000 all-in if one discounts labour charges. 

Now, if one were to build a replica of Gerry 
Marshall's Firenza (or a Viva) using second- 
hand components this can be done very 
reasonably indeed. For instance, we have over- 
hauled the 2.5 litre engine used by Gerry over 
the past one and a half years of club racing. 
‘This engine, which is giving around 200 bhp 
net and comes complete with exhaust mani- 
folds and fuel injection equipment, is for sal 
for £600, Anyone wanting to build a Firenza 
or Viva can come to us here at Shepreth and 
buy a few hundred pounds worth of new and 
modified standard bits and pieces which he 
‘will need to transform his own car or a cheap 
write-off to the same specification. Locate 
some secondhand wheels and tyres and the 
total cash outlay need not exceed £1000. The 
fact that he has to do a Mick Hill, le, spend 
Several month of spare time working on this 
project, is of mo consequence to the true 
clubman. 

‘SHEPRETH, 

Hi 


W. B. Buypenstem. 


Brave attempt 


I would very much like you to know that I 
considered lan Titchmarsh’s account of "72 club 
racing to have been a very brave attempt to 
give one man’s opinion of the scene as he saw 
ft. There were some points with which I would 
disagree but in the main I have nothing but 
praise for someone who has the courage of 
his convictions and the very fact that none of 
his critics were prepared to put pen to paper 
but only vociferously decry his opinions under- 
Hines the fact that the truth always hurt 

‘My immediate reaction on reading his article 


was to write and congratulate him but as I had 
been mentioned by name I felt that my views 
‘would be considered biased and therefore un- 
worthy of publication. lan Titchmarsh would 
appear not to be wholly in favour of Group 
1 but I still consider that if this class of 
racing was carried out as was originally in- 
tended then it would be a big success but now 
that it is almost entirely in the hands of the 
factories, concessionaires and big time spon- 
sors the whole thing becomes a farce. 

T think that one of the reasons motor racing 
is losing its appeal and true club drivers are 
disillusioned is because large amounts of 
‘money are being introduced via sponsors and 
‘manufacturers at the wrong levels and it is an 
unfortunate fact of life that money is the root 
of all evil and therefore an undesirable ele- 
ment is introduced into club racing. No longer 
is It a day's sport and fun but it becomes 

1 to give a good account of oneself 
‘that the sponsor has a return on his inves 
ment. This invariably leads to unruly and 
dangerous driving tactics being employed by 
people who should know better. One can 
Understand this at World Championship level 
where thousands of pounds may warrant 


then for the privateer, who probably has to use 
hhis car to go home, the risks are absurd, 
seem to remember a Gl race at Snetterton 


where almost half the field, some fifteen cars 
in all, were eliminated by ‘what can only be 
described as rank bad driving. 
Tt seems to me that the only way Group 
1 racing can be for the clubmen is for all 
forms of sponsorship to be outlawed and that 
the owners of the cars must be prepared to 
sell them at the end of the race at the current 
ket value plus £100 for any sorting out 
that may be deemed necessary. I believe a 
similar system is run in America for produc- 
tion motor cycle racing, This is the only way 
in which blue-printing and special assemblies 
ean be stopped. I find it particularly amusing 
to read that a Group 14 Capri from Broadspeed 
costs an additional £1000 on top of the list 
price. Ford Motor Company along with Vaux- 
hall (id you know a Firenza 2.3 Group 14 
trim can out perform a 1.6 litre twin cam 
Renault Alpine, and almost any other car for 
that matter) and all other manufacturers and 
concessionaires involved in Group 1 racing 
should be prosecuted under the trade descrip- 
tions act for not marketing Group 11 cars at 
normal retail prices, 
‘As Mr Titchmarsh quite rightly stated, if the 
rules had been rigidly enforced 1 would con- 
ider that probably only three or four of the 
cars that Were raced would not have been 
disqualified. When my NSU TT was unfairly 
upgraded I approached BMW. the conc 
sionaires, about the suitability of a 3-litre SI 
saloon as 1 
this should 
time the concessionaires replied 
hhad not been homologated and in a subsequent 
‘lephone conversation with Mr John Markey, 
their competitions manager, he told me th 
Decause of an inherent design feature in the 
rear suspension on a racing circuit the car 
could not be set up to handie as well as the 
coupés or the 2002 Tiis (which at the time 
were up for sale!). Imagine my surprise when 
I see two race-prepared 3-litre saloons at 
the Racing Car Show. Group | in its present 
form stinks. However, if BMW let me have 
Roger Bell's car or Tony Lanfranchi's, Group 
1 racing and BMWs are fantastic, but if a 
Broadspeed 3 litre Capri beats me, Fords 
but if Ford Motor Company let me 
have one of their cars then Fords are world 
beaters and Group 1 racing is the only true 
way good cars can be shown to the public! 
Tn all seriousness lan Titchmarsh accomp- 
Ushed a difficult task very well. It is a pity 
that other journalists of rival magazines are 
not as honest. 
BroworTH, 
WARKS. 


Crais Hinton. 


More correspondence on page 26 
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More correspondence 


Hill for champ! — 


1 must strongly protest at reading that you 
chose Gerry Marshall as special saloon cat 
champion, and Mick Hill as runner-up 
(February 8). Should this not be the other 
way around? Mick Hill proved himself easily 
to be the fastest last year. I'm sure even 
G. Marshall himself would agree with me 
there. I'm also sure Mick Hill scored more 
special saloon car victories than Marshall. AS 
to doubts about his driving in the wet, you 
should have been at Silverstone on May 21 
when you would have seen an epic battle 
against Brian Muir, 

AYLESHURY, BUCKS 


Fl hybrids 


A recent article in the New Scientist (Febru- 
ary 15) caught my eye. It is entitled “FI 
yb It makes very amusing reading 
if the words “seed,” “plant” ete are re- 
Placed by "race car"! 1 quote: 

Each year more and more Fl hybrids 
feature in the (race-car) catalogues. All are 
claimed to be superior in performance, or in 
‘appearance, to older varieties. They are also 
more expensive than ordinary (race-cars). The 
story behind them is fascinating, yet little 
or no effort h ide to put it across 
to the ordinary gardener " (Graham Hill please 
note !) 

“The first breakthrough was the introduc- 
tion of the F1 hybrid, Eurocro since then 
this and other FI hybrids have largely re- 
placed the older established varieties 
Is there no end to rising costs in even the 
humblest forms of motor sport ? 
however, concludes with a Suga’ 
might turn out to be the salvat 
4 hard pressed team pitalise on 
the quality and vigour () of the Fl hybrids 
by subsequently using them as a source of 
cuttings. 

1 look forward to some very healthy grids 
next season ! 

THE SENIOR CoMMON Room, F, M. WILKES. 
UNIVERSITY OF BIRMINGHAM. 


Circuit threat 


Here we go again! At this time of year, notice 
of impending of threatened circuit closures is 
almost as common a sight in the motoring 

Press as thr 

‘And, once again, it mu ‘of blood 
to the head and the plaintive cry, “Oh No 

from. most club drivers in today's racing 
scene, As one of them, 1 can only say that 

with the RAC and the various attendant bodies 
“governing” ovr sport and our future, it 
must inevitably become a toss-up which goes 
first—the club driver or the circuit be fre- 
‘quents, 

1, like many others, pay for my own indul- 
ence, am well aware of the fisks involved, 
take reasonable and sensible precautions to 
minimise them and am thankful for small 
mercies aimed at making my chosen sport 
enjoyable and safer. It strikes me, though, that 
motor sport is governed by a kind of Par- 
Mamentarian system where ministers are 
appointed to carry out a role without neces 
sarily having the expertise, background or 
experience of that function. Yet they have to 
make the rules and see they are administered, 
‘That these rules are formulated with the con- 
sultation or the blessing of a large cross-sec- 
tion of motor racing participants is doubtful, 
How else can we explain the introduction of 
those improvements which, however well- 
meaning, show doubtful merit such as rubber 
bag tanks, rear lights for single-seaters, nickel 
plating finishes, the ubiquitous use of Armco, 
‘and the yellow flag to denote the presence of 
oil on the circuit. 


Jon THonre 


There is no argument against Basil Tye's 
remark that, “One has to put oneself in the 
position of having to attend the coroner's 
Inquest and of having to answer for the safety 
measures that were applied to the circuit.” 
True, but most coroners fall into the earlier 
Parliament category of knowing little about 
motor sport and effective safety measures, 
is Basil Tye attempting to ward off 

ted flood of fatalities ? 
ral and two personal 
observations as an active. participant club 
driver: there is no evidence even to suggest 
4a significant increase or decrease in the num- 
ber of fatalities in motor racing in recent 
years, particularly at club meetings. Yet 
brushes with Armco barrier have become ex- 
ceedingly common following this line of 
approach as a safety measure. In Monoposto 
last season, an unprecedented number of what 
might be termed “trivial” incidents resulted 
and expensive rebuilds to cars. 
1 am very conscious of the rapidly rising 
cost of my going motor racing, partly as & 
result of increased circult costs being passed 
on, and yet I don't feel the least bit safer for 
any of it. In fact at times T can confess to 
being terrified to death at the proximity of all 
these safety measures implemented for my 

physical well-being. 

Peter Browning's views are sensible and 
practical. As he says, “We can never achieve 
the ultimate in safety and must accept 
certain compromises.” He has a iot of support, 
from clubmen at least 
WotvERHamPron. 


‘TREVOR SCARRATT. 


LHTCHRTS 


In reply to the letter from Mr “I. M.A, 
Nobody Name And Address Supplied Ed." 
of February 15 (which I suspect came from 
MecArmco Mansions in Geneva) 1 would 

to Inform Mr Nobody, and offer him memb« 

. of an existing Organisation with 
aims to his, namely the LHTCHRTS (Let's 
Hope To Christ He Retires This Season). This 
society has already had some considerable 
success in pursuance of its aims by applying 
pressure to Mr McArmco in the following 
forms 

1. Limiting his racing in Britain to one 
race per y% only offering him moné 

ih his crowd pulling power 
(74 new pence last season). 

2. Spiking his haggis and tatties with 
Armco barrier filings, thereby giving him a 
poorly tum-tum. 

3. Organising grid positions so chat he has 
to start behind drivers like C. Wreckerzoni 
and Jackie Quicks who enjoy racing motor 

4. Encouraging his transformation from a 
prima donna racing driver into a prima donna 
film actor, with which profession his bicker- 
ings will be more in keeping 

The next, and hopefully the last, meeting 
of LHTCHRTS will take place next July 14 
at Silverstone, where all members, together 
‘with a large slice of the spectators, will show 
their appreciation for all the wonderful 
“benefits” that Mr McArmco has obtained 
for our once proud sport by repeating last 
‘season's spontaneous outburst of booing when 
he appears on the track, and 
ecstatically when he fails to win his 
Grand Prix. 

Wansasut, SourHaspron. P. J. Love, 


Autocratic 


As a racing clubman I find it difficult to 
express my disgust at the autocratic attitude 
of the so called “Royal” Automobile Club 
in their new regulaticns for our circuits in 
1973. Cadwell and Rufforth are the best 
circuits in the world for club racing (I was 
going to say country, but nowhere in the 


world is there anything like the British club 
racing scene) and if they close then the 
club racing sport is doomed. The point has 
been admirably made by our (BRSCC) director 
Mr Browning and for one directly involved I 
wholeheartedly endorse his arguments. 

In seven years club racing 1 have never 
seen or directly heard of a vehicle being 
burnt out—iet alone a driver injured by fire, 
Crashes into improperly shielded marshal 
posts—yes (I was in the same race that Peter 
Wingfield was killed)—but ‘in any incident or 
accident fire was the least danger, 

Basil Tye's thinking in this matter is with- 
out supporting evidence in view of the 
number of club-car racing rules covered, I am 
convinced from my own experience that 
‘obligatory full harness is by far a more 
Recessary regulation. To insist on fire 
extinguishers every 200 yards without 
making it obligatory for the driver to wear 
fire resistant clothing is so ludicrous one 
wonders whether this “Royal” authority is 
competent to make regulations at 

It is the saddest period of my racing life 
fo ear that Cadwell is to close to car racing 
year. Thank goodness we of the Northern 
‘BRSCC have the get up and go to overcome 
‘the obstacles and keep Rufforth going again 
for this year at least. 

‘This clubman ts speaking up—for what else 
ls ft all about amidst all the financial 
Pressures and bureaucratic petty-mindedness 
it's still che best sport in the world—IM 
start playing golf when the Doc refuses to 
ign my medical. 

EDS 16, 


Carried away 


In a Goodyear advertisement in the AuTosroRT 
last week (Feb 15th). Goodyear stated that 
F. Cevert finished sixth in the Brazilian Grand 
Prix, but actually as you stated in your report, 
Clay Regazzoni finished in sixth place, really 
these Goodyear people get entirely carried 
away 

‘A very enjoyable report on Brazilian Gi 
Wuiruey, Coventry, Davin Wispom, 


Enter here 


With reference to the letter by Ian Richards 
in Correspondence (February 8), 1 thoroughly 
agree with all the contents, but 1 would like 
to point out to him and all'the saloon drivers 


Jou HoLroyo, 


that the Jaguar Drivers’ Club are organising 
@ race meeting at Silverstone on Saturday 
March 24, and the entry fee is only €5. Also 
the awards more than’ cover’ the entry. 
down to third place, 

ted, regulations 


any drivers 


Ms. A. L. Davis, 
Secretary of the meeting, 
Jaguar DC: 


Liechtenstein lad 


Every time I hear a commentator mention 
Rikky von Opel, often followed by the remark 
that he is the only Liechtenstein driver, T am 
reminded ‘must look out the programme 
from the Thruxton Easter Monday Meeting 
(April 3, 1972) in which there is mentioned 
another driver from Liechtenstein. 

Driving a Royale RP9 for the Liechtenstein 
Racing Team was Manfred Schurti. T am 
afraid Rikky has lost his unofficial title but 
T have only seen Manfred Schurti drive that 
‘once. What has happened to him? 

Loxoow N13. J. L. CoLLinonince (Mr 

(Winning FSV races at Daytona. See Pit & 
Paddock —Ed) 


Thanks 


Many thanks for the renewed full covérage 
of sporting car trials. Also congratulations 
to Geoff “Herrington, whose concise and 
accurate reports are a pleasure to read. 

SHEFFIELD. ‘Many NEEDHAM. 


The editor is not bound to agree with opinions expressed by readers. 
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RACE HEAD SERVICES 


Originator and supplier of the Datsun Samuri 


All types of BDAs a speciality 
For further information contact 
SPIKE ANDERSON 
RACE HEAD SERVICES, DOVE HOUSE LANE, HARBURY, WARWICKSHIRE 
Tel : Harbury Wells 661 (092-689 661) 


McNALLY ALLOY WHEELS 
20% 20% 


NORMANDALE 


D D 
1 ! Products 
s s 
c c 
° ° 
v v BODY AND LOW BAKE 
N N PAINT SPECIALISTS 
T T 
“This offer applies to 51” & 6} x'10” diameter only TO RACE AND RALLY 
Bea, (ne ao 
oy 0" cross 8 x1: £1430 
sae) SIE pe 
e200 BF 3 Be 
Bear mage to Se BS Tel: SOUTHAM 


Payment with order for the above discount. 
Write for free brochure. Trade enquiries welcome. 
(McNALLY ENGINEERING SALES 
170 Banbury Road 
OXFORD 
ae 
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(Warwicks) 2642 


AUTOSPORT’S GUIDE TO MOSKVICH 


MOSKVICH 


Warwickshire and 
Worcestershire Distributors 


KINSON MOTORS (@'HAM) LTD. 
(CONTINENTAL CAR DISTRIBUTORS) 
163 SOHO ROAD, HANDSWORTH 

BIRMINGHAM 21 
Sales Dept : 021-554 5187 


Service : 021-72 7037 
Parts : 021-772 7473. 


WELLESLEY AUTOS 


38-40 ALBERT ROAD, 
SLOUGH, BUCKS. 
Moskvich Distributors 
VANS 
$1 
SALOONS 
ESTATES 
Spare parts. All spares. Vinyl roof and sun- 
shine roof conversions. 
Tel: 20026 75 26597. 


Moskvich in Sussex 
JOHN W. GROOMBRIDGE 
MAYFIELD ROAD GARAGE 


CROSS-IN-HAND, 
HEATHFIELD, 
SUSSEX. 

Tel: HEATHFIELD (04352) 2466. 
CARS, VANS, ESTATES, PICK-UPS. 
SALES, SERVICE, SPARES. 


——— 


East Dulwich Service Station 


Moskvich Cars and Vans 
* Most models in stock 
+ No problems with spares. 
Easiest hire purchase terms, part 
exchanges welcome. 

Call or telephone for brochures and all details. 
AUTHORISED DEALER. 
5-9 EAST DULWICH ROAD, 
LONDON, SE22. Tel: 01-693 3297. 


‘SO MUCH EXTRA FOR YOUR MONEY 
WITH MOSKVITCH 4-D00R SALOONS AND ESTATE 


90 mph plus 1500 cc OHC for only £796 
ESTATE £878 
VAN. 


SEE THE FULL RANGE AT 
D. M, KEITH LTD, 
Old Hall Garage, 
Cross Green Lane, Leeds 9. 
Tel : Leeds 29890 


Sole Moskvich Agent in Leeds : Also Factory Trained Mechanics 


MOSK VICH IN DORSET 
GUYS AUTOMOBILE ENGINEERS 


MARNHULL, 
DORSET 


MARNHULL 244 


Cars available from stock. Demonstration cars available. 


| GEORGE JACKSON & SON 


MAIN DISTRIBUTORS FOR 
YORKSHIRE AND NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE 


STADIUM GARAGE 


STATION ROAD, 
STAINFORTH, NEAR DONCASTER 
TEL: STAINFORTH 552 


Come to us for the largest stock of spares in the area 


MOSKVICH MEANS JACKSON 


MAIN AGENTS FOR NORTH 
WEST LONDON 


RICHARD MIZON 


New saloons for immediate delivery. All colours. 
New estates for immediate delivery. All colours. 
New vans for immediate delivery. All colours. 


Part exchanges, HP terms, insurance facilities. 


555/557 WATFORD WAY. 
MILL HILL, NW7. 


Tel : 01-959 6767/8, evenings 01-286 1311 
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BOB 
f} CONSTANDUROS 


Mf you've ever been overtaken by an 
indecently quick Austin-Healey, - which 
certainly doesn't sound like an Austin product, 
then it's possible that you've just been done 
by one of Spike's Healey Chevrolets. He's 
had, and built, three, but his early motoring 
thrills and shoe-horning experience began 
with a Brooklands MG into which he squeezed 
2 Formula Junior mill. This was followed by 
the ex-Elizabeth Jones Healey, without all 
the good bits, In which Spike did 97,000 
miles without’ changing the plugs, despite 
racing It in standard trim. It accompanied 
Spike to the West Indies where it still 
resides, now with 2 4.2 engine installed. While 
he was out there, Spike rebuilt another old 


Introducing the Samuri — 
a special Datsun from 
Warwickshire 


If you mention Datsun in the average motor 


sporting environment, the name is promptly 
jociated with the Datsun 240Z, and possibly 
that "little one with the funny back,” mean- 


‘ing, of course, the Cherry. However, that brief 
résumé of the range misses out the British 
best seller in the Japanese firm's range, the 
1200, which comes In both saloon and Coupé 
form, Over 12,000 were imported last year, 
‘one in six of which was Coupés. When look- 
ing at the performance figures, it is easy to 
see Why i is such a popular’ car, for with 
& top speed of around 98 mph, and petrol 
Consumption figures in the late thirties, it 
Fepresents a sporty little car which is cheap 
to run, even if the price is a little on the 
Steep. side st £1,216, When one of these 
Coupés fell into ‘the hands of one Spike 
Anderson of Racehead Services in Harbury, 
Warwickshire, he recognised its enormous 
potential and set about making it, what he 
Calls "a civilised motor car.” 

He set about doing this by reworking the 
head, something he's well qualified to do him- 
Self, new manifolds, mag wheels, a smart 
paint job and revising the suspension. The 
Fesuit is the Samuri (that's the way they 
spell it In Warwickshire anyway). In this way, 
he hasn't sunk the mpg ¢o astronomically 
Tow figures, nor has he made it so hairy 
that no man's wife will drive it 


Healey and upon his return, when confronted 
with a Healey with a tired engine, he was 
Well conversant with what could ‘be done 
with these cars, and it promptly inherited 


time still wasn’t involved with 
the motor trade in any way, but started to 
do long distance deliveries to the West 
Country. for a flight simulation firm. In a 
Healey-Chevrolet, the travelling time didn't 
take long, but eventually the work ran out, 
‘and the car blew its rings. Spike then went 
to. work for Neil Armstrong who was in 
business on his own, having worked for Ted 
Martin of Martin 3.0 V8 fame. Together they 
id head contract work for Alexanders among 
others, and in between, they shoe horned 
yet another Chevrolet mill into a Healey, the 
‘engine of this one having a F5000 background 
30 it definitely wasn'e slow, the car doing 
cireuit racing. 

‘Another project which got as far as the 
drawing board, but was never completed, was 
the Messerschmidt-Chevrolet hill climb. car. 
Spike has a long term love of these ground 
based three wheelers, and in fact. owned one 
of the few four-wheeled examples. The idea 
was to situate the engine behind the driver 
and convert the back end to two wheels. 
Unfortunately (or possibly fortunately) the 
hill climb brigade were threatened with this 


‘The Samurt (s lowered 24 in, while the mag wheels are part of the added extras. 
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monster. 

‘With three or four years of head machining 
experience behind him, Spike went to work 
for Broadspeed, machining heads there, with 
a speciality for BDAs. Two years ago, Spike 
left the Southam concern to start up his own 
business in nearby Harbury, working, naturally 
enough on heads. He believes that if the head 
Isn't right, nothing will be, because the head 
ig the crux of the engine. Having worked on 
BDAs at Broadspeed, he now works on an} 
make of car from’ the local boy racer’ 
‘Anglia to the Gerry Edmonds BDA. 

So how does a head man, fully tooled up 
for working racing engines, with a love for 
big sports cars wich even bigger engines 
become involved with a rather quiet family 
saloon, but with admitted potential? It all 
happened last year when the synchromesh on 
second in the family BMW 2000 did not do 
all it should, and Spike, rather than shell out 
€70 odd, felt that it was time for it to go. 
Having sold #, he went down to the local 
Datsun dealer, Martins of Southam, cash in 
hand, coming ‘away with the prettiest in the 
ine, ‘a 1200 Coupé. 

‘The 1200 Is a two door, four seater powered 

1171 ce overhead valve, pushrod engine 
Tt has an alloy block and eight port head, 
which, together with being slightly over- 
square, makes it an engine with potential. It 
has | four speed box, cogs being chosen 
through the mechanical ‘clutch. Suspension is 
very similar to that of the Escort with Me- 
Pherson strut and coll springs, on the front, 
with leaf springs at the back. The Interior 
Is quite well appointed, although the bigh 
reclining seats give little support to the small 
Of the back. Instrumentation is good with 
Clock and rev counter being standard, Other 
Useful features include two speed wipers, 
steering lock, a head lamp flasher right on 
the end of the indicator stalk, although a 
major criticism is that the sloping opening 
rear screen does not clear of water after 
rain, and there's no way of clearing it in 
motion. It also does not go low enough 
Which makes reversing into parking spaces 
Gifficult. While on the subject of parking, 
the lock is above average, which, coming 
from & Triumph owner, is praise indeed, 

So that’s the standard car, but how has 
Spike engineered it into a Samuri? Obviously, 
one of the first parts to come under observ 
tion was the head, and the high pressure drill 
was soon at work. The old manifolds we 
then replaced with inlet and exhaust mani 
folds ‘from Janspeed, made for the Cherry 
engine, which is a slightly smaller version 
of the’ 1200 engine, On the end of che inlet 


New manifolds are fitted, with twin 1} SU's replacing the standard carburett 


manifold, Spike stuck a pair of 14 SUs in 
place of the twin choke DCG carburetter 
with 26:30 outlets. "These mods effectively 
Faised the bhp from the 69 quoted for the 
Standard engine to over 85, although. this 
could well be improved with 1} in. SUs 
although obviously at the expense of the 
mpg figures. 

‘The next important point to come under 
consideration was the ‘handling 30 the car 
was despatched to Karl (Tivwy) Shenton of 
Pershore who Is a suspension specialist, and 
who Is also involved in the Gerry Edmonds 
Escort for this year's Group 2 series. The 
result was that the ride height was lowered 
by 24in, the Japanese shockers at the rear 
replaced with Spax adjustables and the front 
and rear springs uprated, To give the car an 
original appearance, Spike fitted Mag wheels 
from Midland Metallic, but without. altering 


the ‘size, so the original tyres could still be 
Used. The finishing touch was added by 
Normandale Products of | Itchington who 


Sprayed a pale blue roof and coachlines to 
the gold car, plus a blade to the bonnet and 
& Samuri flash to Identify it 

Spike Anderson was more interested in 


\ncreasing the middle range figures than top 


end acceleration, and this he seemed to 
have dene quite successfully. 1 marooned 
Spike in the depths of Warwickshire (a good 
thing anyway because he had to finish. the 


Gerry Edmonds head) and took the car for 
a weekend and over 360 miles of motoring 
The middle range acceleration became. im- 
mediately apparent, and on the open. road, 
it was bappiest’ to cruise at around. 70 
2 85, going from. 60 to 85. with 
little effort and noise. Equally, with the car 


seemingly very tractable in top, it. would 
cruise in tra Mc at very low speeds and 
accelerate from them when required. The 
mechanical clutch seemed a bit snatchy, 
Riving one the impression that it might be 


very easy to burn out the clutch In con. 
Tinual city traffic. Despite increasing the per: 
formance, Spike hasn't altered the rev. limit 
{ 6,200, and while both Spike and I reckon 
the rev counter was faulty, I estimate that 
the top speed is about 10’ mph faster than 
he standard model. However, even in the 
gears, full throttle does little more than 
Produce @ lot of nolse and for relatively little 
power, and top speed would be of little more 


use than getting one out of a sticky position. 

I found the ride fairly hard, especially 
where road works had upset the surface, and 
occasionally the car would flick rather 
alarmingly sideways. My attitude of “hang 
on and hope” seemed to work very well, 
and together we kept in a straight line. On 
my mentioning this trait, Spike said that the 
shockers were screwed up fairly hard, so 
softening might have spared my worries, The 
standard seats are something that the indivi- 
dual must decide about, for while roll is 
fairly limited, it is not restricted to the car, 
and the driver finds himself at impossible 
angles to stay happy. Firmer seating would 
help, but it might scare staider members of 
a family, negating the dual purpose sport 
shopping character that Spike has tried to 
establish 

Another point that I felt could cause con: 
cern was the steering, which at times could 
feel light, spongy and uncertain, although 
straight line was better. Cornering speeds were 
Uncertain, and I'm fortunate that Brian Muir 
of Group 2 fame has also commented on this. 
Spike is accordingly considering altering the 
pick-up points to give more castor, a welcome 
improvement. Despite increasing the power 
output, it has not been necessary to. alter 
the brakes, which consist of 81in discs on the 
front and drums at the rear. A servo is being 
developed but this is complicated due to the 
dual braking system, fitted as standard, and 
the difficulty is getting the balance right. The 
car is very light anyway, being lighter than 
an Escort, and despite my fairly heavy usage, 
the brakes were as solid on my return as 
when T left 

How does the increased power affect the 


pe. ‘a strong reason 
for buying a 1200 in the first place? In the 
360 miles, which consisted of lots of revs 
through the gears, the car consumed just 
over lj gallons of petrol (three and four 


star) giving an average mpg of around 32, 
which is six lower than the quoted 
best 

Racehead Services offer the conversion as 


a whole or in part, although the latter would 
Rot warrant the Samuri name, Spike would 
prefer to work on new cars, which would 
Put up the price by £264.50 to around the 


£1,450 mark. Total time for the work is about 
fa week, while engine mods alone would take 
about a day. All in all, Spike has made a 
very acceptable motor car out of one. that 
has considerable potential, and with more 

it could be even better. In ite current 
it fits the dual purpose bill excellently. 


Russian rally car 


— An unusual package-deal sampled 
By lan Sadler 


If the British Army ever needs a replacement 
for the Land-Rover they need look no further 
than the Moskvich saloon. Somehow or other 
it seems very unlikely that this Russian made 
car would ever be chosen, although come to 
think of it, we do already have Volkswagen 
police cars... 

Wildboar Raliying of Brompton Road, Lon- 
don, supplied “Autosport” recently with their 
Group 1 rally car, a complete rally car ready 
for the serutineers for £890. delivered in 
London, number plates and all. 

“Where are you taking it—Bagshot ? Have 
fun! 

Wildboar certainly showed their confidence 
in the car. 

Our car was in fact the one from their 
Racing Car Show stand, which was there in 
turn because it was the RAC Rally car. In 
other words apart from a quick engine tune 
it was tried in the condition it finished the 
RAC. It was returned to Wildboar intact but 
liberally plastered in mud (sorry I never had 
time to wash it) from top to bottom after what 
turned out to be a very surprising and 
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pleasant spell with the car. 

Under the direction of Antoine Lurot, Jim 
Gavin and Nicholas Price the Wildboar Mosk- 
vich is not just a standard car with extra bits 
bolted on. Preparation is thorough, taking at 
@ minimum 40 man hours per car compared 
with 6 hours for a standard pre-delivery. in- 
spection. Antoine, an accomplished rally driver 
(winner of the’ 1972 Dieppe Rally with 
Nicholas Price) is often out with a rally 
Moskvich 412, a good recent ‘result. being 
second overall on the Fildyke Rally with John 
McKerrell. 

Starting with the basic car, the Moskvich is 
@ conventional no-nonsense family saloon car 
not built to modern labour and cost saving 
techniques but very soundly manufactured 
without short-cuts. Its all-alloy 1478ce five 
main bearing engine boasts an overhead cam- 
shaft and develops 80 bhp gross. In all other 
Fespects it is totally conventional. As for looks 
the Moskvich just cannot be described as a 
handsome car. Its relatively high build and 
narrow track put it at least ten years behind 
the times and in a sense this makes the car @ 


bit of a wolf in sheep's clothing, 
In rally trim the Group 1 car costs €197 
extra, For this the car is fitted with a half 


Exit stage left—imminent ! 


roll cage, sump guard, fire wall, rev counter, 
competition Koni shock absorbers, laminated 
windscreen and full harness Britax belts, More 
Suitable tyres are also fitted, usually Dunlop 
SP44s, not forgetting the comprehensive pre- 
delivery where everything is examined, tested 
and tightened. The above parts are fitted to 
what must already be a subsidised car, for 
its basic specification included brake servo, 
alternator, reclining seats and a host of other 
extras including a comprehensive tool kit 

‘Our ex-RAC Rally car included one or two 
non-standard items. A full roll cage was fitted, 
the front U-shaped piece held by a central bar 
running back along the roo! to the main bar 
shortly to be changed for two separate parts 
for each windscreen pillar joined across. the 
header rail with an additional brace. This 
should be a stronger design for the same 
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The Moskvich 412 feels capable of any amount of rough treatment 


material and will be included in the expanding 
list of Wildboar competition parts. Also to be 
Ut on the list are the auxiliary lamp brackets 
Which on this car held a full set of Cibie long 
Fange and fog-spreads. The only other non 


indard items were up-rated front springs 
‘and competition brake shoes. ‘ 
Engine modifications such as camshafts, 


cylinder heads and carburetters 
be offered and Wildboar will also be trying 
the Russian’ twin-cam competition engine, 
though supply problems will probably prevent 
this from ever reaching the customer market. 
It would, as Wildboar think, probably be wiser 
not to anyway for the essential ingredients of 
this car are durability and cheap cost. Other 
Items for the Moskvich will include Terry 
Hunter or Contour seats. and a smaller 
diameter Motolita wheel. 

So to driving the car. First impressions are 
that it is not a rally car, only the hum of the 
Dunlop MS type R tyres giving anything away. 
‘The father noisy engine, nothing new to a 
rally car, would haul it along quite respectably 
though never with any remarkable punch. 
Brakes, all drum and with a powerful servo, 
took s few minutes to acquaint with, there 
being delay in response that produced one 
or two stops, just after collecting the car, 
that were well up to the standard of the old 
gangsters Buick in the Saturday night “late 
night movie. 

Driving quickly, by night, through the lanes 
of Kent and Sussex proved very deceptive at 
first. The worm and roller steering—well let's 
say it is not as good as a tight rack and pinion 
takes some acclimatisation and arriving 
swiftly at corners produced some last minute 
Second thoughts from the driver which in 
Volved taking deliberate precautionary lines 
Involving lots of verge, bank and hedge road 
surfaces. Soon, though, it is realised that the 
Moskvich is not a precise, nervous, twitchy 
car and all that is needed is a general twirl 
of the wheel and the car's course will be 
roughly approximate to that imagined and 
that any noises-off from foliage etc. can be 
ignored as of no consequence. 

There appear to be no hidden vices and the 
car can be set-up for corners in an almost 
casual manner. The brakes won my respect, 
for once used to the servo's reactions they are 
very sensitive and allow liberties without ever 
showing signs of fade. Approaching the limit 
fon dry roads there Is no violent change of 
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characteristics, only a light 
wobble from. this” high built 
Warrants a slight backing-off to 
side up. 

All in all, the Wildboar Moskvich 412 
should readily find purchasers for it ix very 
tough, very gbod fun and what's more, very 
cheap. A real bargain battleship of a raliy car. 


rocking 
stay 
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Tyre pressure booklet 


Over 600 cars on British roads to which 
Pirelli Cinturato radial-ply tyres can be fitted 
fare listed in the company's new fitment and 
Pressure chart, which now expresses recom: 
mended tyre pressures in both pounds-per- 
square-inch and their metric kef/em* equiva- 
ent. Pirelli's inclusion of metric tyre pres- 
sures sa stop-gap aid to British motorists 
who drive on the Continent or who use 
Europeansmade cars—many of the handbooks 


of which express tyre pressures in metric 
only—between now and the tyre industry's 
agreed introduction of ISO bar units of 
pressure. 


‘Another first is the inclusion in the new 
edition of recommended running pressures 
for Pirelli’s ‘new 70 Series Cinturato Road- 
star radial, for which data has previously 
been published in a separate booklet, The 
chart’s preface also contains important tyre 
Safety recommendations on subjects includ- 
Ing: tyre speed markings and their definitions; 
mixing of radial and cross-ply tyres on the 
fone car; very high speed (VR) Cinturato fit: 
ment and use; fitting tyres to safety rims; 
Sustained high speed and fully laden pres- 
sure re-adjustments. 

For each model listed, the new chart gives 
the vehicle's original tyre size, wheel 
recommended UK and metric pressures 
and rear_and indicates cases in which tyres 
for certain ‘cars must wear inner tubes, 

To be distributed by the company's tyre 
sales force, Pirelli Limited has printed 20,000 
copies of the new chart for UK tyre distribu. 
tors, garages and fleet operators and a further 
6,000 have been produced for use in export 
markets 
@ Aston Martin Lagonda Ltd has increased 
the sale of cars to Japan quite against the 
industrial trend 

Eastern Motors Ltd, distributors of Aston 
Martin in ToRyo, have already recently taken 
delivery of 12 cars, and on a recent visit 
of the principals of Eastern Motors Ltd, orders 
for immediate delivery for 10 more cars were 
confirmed. 


With drag racing attracting huge crowds 
‘around the country, it was inevitable that the 
Link House publication, Custom Car, would 
attract huge crowds to their third exhibition, 
held last weekend at Crystal Palace. Huge 
crowds there were, and if you've ever had 
Goubts about the actual excitement of drag 
racing, this exhibition would certainly have 
completely dispelled doubte about the work 
that’ goes into the performers by the custom 
car ‘builders. The cars were nearly all 
beautifully prepared, although there seemed 
to be very few of the trade supporters to the 
sport. 

No car these days is safe from the custom 
car builders’ ideas, Exhibits ranged from a 
chopper tricycle to Michael Pearson's con- 
verted Daimler Dingo armoured scout car 
Which Lord Cowdray's heir bought to combat 
London traffic. One of the most popular 
exhibits, which won many prizes for is 
Scottish builder, was the Ford V4 engined 
Morris Minor. With Holley carb and turquoise 
paint job, the car was the second most popu: 
lar vehicle at the show, and is used regu: 
larly on the road. John Bird produced an 
open 4i-litre Bentley based on a derelict SI 
This car had the original dash etc but had 
been made open with wool seats and but- 
toned leather interior. Probably the most 
powerful road car at the show was a one-off 
fwo-seat sports car on a Jaguar chassis but 
under the very long bonnet rested a 27-1 
Rolls-Royce Merlin engine, hence the Rolls 
radiator. An early °51 Anglia was exhibited 


m: 
The custom men were 
no drag at the Palace 


with a 3.8 engine while other cars to go 
Under the custom builders" hand were a 
Reliant three-wheeler, a '62 Zephyr, a Ford 
Pilot and a "48 Austin A40 with 6.5 Pontiac 
engine and a top speed of 136 mph, used 
regularly on the street 

Pride of the dragster fleet was Mr Six, 
the 392° cu in Chrysler-powered dragster 
which Dennis Priddle took a 65 s for the 
Quarter mile. Other well-known rails were 
Revolution 3, the rear-engined machine used 
by Clive Skiiton, Nobby Hills’ Houndog, now 
with 392 cu in engine, and Imagination 5, the 
Lotus t/e engined Fiat Topolino. A newcomer 
to this year's scene is a 6.3 Rolls-Royce- 
‘engined supervan which will be seen at Santa 
Pod. Colin. Mullen’s Firenza competition 
altered Invader with Chevrolet V8 power also 
made an appearance, as did another Vauxhall- 
bodied dragster, which was formerly an 
Invader, the 302 ou in-powered Viva, driving 
through a Jaguar gearbox and the engine fed 
by twin. Webers. Other notable  dragsters 
were a 3.8-engined Model T on a Triumph 
Chassis, and Firefly, currently the fastest car 
in Europe, powered by a 426 cu in Chrysler 
engine and owned by Santa Pod Raceway. 

Tn all, the exhibition represented all that 
one could hope, with almost more cars than 
the Racing Car Show, although less trade 
support. Certainly, there's never any shortage 
of ideas in the custom car field, and if one 
ever got bored at looking at very well turned 
Sut cars, one could always look at the talent, 
which was just as well prepared! 
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‘The advent of any new formula brings about 
controversy. There are those who support it 
and those who are not prepared to give it a 
try. Formula 5000, Formula Atlantic, Formula 
F160 and production saloon car racing are 
prime examples of Motor Circuit Develop: 
ment's attempt to inject new life in to British 
motor racing. Formula 5000 has survived 
prolonged heavy weather, but through the 
determination of MCD, it has successfully 
survived the storms, and a healthy future 
seems assured. Formula Atlantic has proved 
immensely successful in its two year history, 
while MCD’s two-seater experiment, Formula 
F100, provided some attractive machinery but 
only a handful of drivers interested In racing 
them. 

Much more successful was the introduction 
of production saloon car racing. By the first 
race it was apparent tha: the works based 
and expensively-prepared entries were to tak 
most of the laurets, thus nullifying the I 
hac this 


tightening up of regulations for 1973, the 
manufacturers ‘seem set’ to claim | the 
Championship honours as the organising body 
asked the manufacturers which cars they 
wanted to race—and it's meant to be a club 
formula, Thus, the privateer has little of no 

particularly with the lack 
1& non-championship Group 
, this will change as the 


the 
T972 racing season, that the BRSCC. were to 
Introduce “production sports car racing, ‘a 
Group I. version of modifed sports car racing 

“The ARSC have always ‘been connected 
with MCD's new ventures, but the Club under 
Nick Syrett's helm, were far more involved in 
Group 1" racing than anyother organisation 
find in his interview in Avrosronr 
departure fromthe BRSCC,  Syrett 
encouragingly about Introducing” production 
Sports car racing. During 1972, the idea. of 

developed under 
Sinother staunch 
uupporter ‘of the racing of day-to-day road 
cars. Apparently STP had been alittle die 
enchanted with their modified ‘sports car 
championship . mid-1972, particularly. when 
irda in the south of England were becoming 
Exceptionally sparse and the non-championahip 
mod sports caces reasonably full, Browning 
hat a number of competitors informed 
they wouldn't bother racing In STP 
icnabip rounds against the likes Of Ted 
Worswick and ‘Jon. Fletcher, but concentrate 
on other. races, Therefore,” when the. RAC 
announced ‘that’ for 1973, there ‘could be no 
more championships than there were In 1972 
find the BARC were continuing to support a 
mod sports championship, the ‘BRSCC. and 
MCD ‘convinced “STP in’ to. switching thelr 
Sponsorship to. production ‘sports car ‘racing, 
STP" being particularly enthusiastic about 
supporting. his new formula 

Peter, Browning. hastily "points out that 
although theie Championship ts for production 
Sportscars, the BRSCC will continue to sup 
Ports mod sports racing. “We will continue £0 
Fun non-champlonship mod sports races. with 
four to. abe races at every circult we operate 
luring the season. Perhaps there wil be rather 
less "BRSCC-organised mod sports races at 
MCD circuits, and. more at, nonMCD 
circuits,” explained Browning 

“Our reason for introducing production 
sports car racing.” continued Browning, 1s, 
that we felt the race-going. spectators. would 
‘welcome a closer association with, the car 
he saw racing to the one he drove to, the 
elrcult. Recently, modified sports cars “have 
Been a bit tay on the whole, and the ones 
that have. been. winning ‘were’ predominantly 
Specialised production ‘ars rather’ than. for 
example, customary "British “Leyland sports 
car models.” 

Browning also wasn't happy. about the 
trend’"thae there have not been many new 
People coming into mod sports racing and 
‘once that "happens, i is time to seriously 
consider changing the formula. Perhaps intend 
ing competitors have Deen put off by all tae 
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Mixture of modsports machinery on the Club Straight at Silverstone. Worswick's TVR Tuscan 


FROM MARQUE TO PROD SPORTS 


ROBERT FEARNALL examines why the new production 


sports car formula was introduced, how it has developed 
from the original marque formula and if there is a need for it 


problems the formula has suffered, for instance 
the ones we have had over eligibility. 

Really the mod sports crowd got them- 

» Dut it wasn't thelr own 

jons were 40 badly drawn 

forced properly. 


ule. The regul 
up that they could not be 
For instance, nobody understood the con- 
iction of the Lotus Elan so the Elan 

‘able to get away with "Addles" which 
the Spridgets could not. The answer was to 
get rid of the illegal cars at the beginning of 
the year but the BARC never did proper 
eligibility scrutiny on mod sports cars, 
whereas our scrutineers were very strict on 
this. The result was tha: cars excluded at some 
of Our meetings at Brands had been declared 
legal a few weeks previously at a BARC 
meeting.” 

Contrary to belief, Peter Browning and 
the BRSCC have no desire to do away with 
modified sports car racing. “Group 1 racing 
has proved and established Itself but hasn't 
diminished the interest in special saloon car 
racing. I would hope for complete freedom at 
fone end of the scale—with special saloon 
and mod sports—with strict restrictions at 
the other end—with production saloon and 
production sports. I would like to see special 
saloons and mod sports run to the same 
regulations (with the exception of not per- 
mitting engine swops in mod sports), in being 
completely free.” 

Towards this end, the recent RAC regula- 
tion (not included in the 1973 Blue Book) 
does away with wheel rim width limitations 
fon mod sports and special saloons, although 
one would hope "that Spridgets — and 
Ginettas would suddenly not turn up_with 
ludicrously wide rim widths than the 7} in 
regulation previously enforced. 

So, towards the end of 1972, the BRSCC 
drew’ up regulations for their new type of 
sports car racing. They received 20 to 30 
encouraging letters, expressing much interest, 
and welcoming the productionised version of 
mod sports racing. but since then, here have 
been certain setbacks. 

‘The most serious problem has been the late 
publication of the list of eligible cars, = prob- 
Jem which has left little time for the 
Preparation of production sports cars before 


the first STP Championship round next month. 
The list of eligible cars is principally based 
upon mods ‘are included in the 1973 
FIA. list of —homologated Group 3 (1000 
minimum) and Group 4 (500 minimum) cars 
and which are currently available in the UK. 
Just in case that doesn't include all the cars 
‘the BRSCC want, however, the regulations go 
on to state, “certain exceptions have been 
made in respect of cars that although still 
homologated are no longer on sale, but are 
likely to be the popular choice of a significant 
number of prospective competitors.” Although 
the BRSCC were instrumental in preparing 
Production sports car regulations, the late 
Publication of the list of eligible cars was 
‘not their doing—like in Group 1, the CSI's 
list of homologated for 1973 was. pub- 
Ushed exceptionally late and there was 
certain amount of time-wasting between 
RAC and the SMMT. It is certain that the 
Inte publication has lost some prospective 
entries from production sports. 

Browning believes chat what must happen in 
British production saloon and sports car racing 
(and what probably will happen in 1974), 
is that the tomologation form and showroom 
catalogue (currently used by scrutineers as 
the guideline for eligibility), be scrapped for 
that purpose, and that an RAC specification 
sheet of a production car be drawn up. This 
would be complete in every detail after which 
it is ratified and then published by the RAC. 
The fact-finding examination needed for this 
RAC specification sheet would be carried out 
by an RAC eligibility scrutineer by checking 
thoroughly a normal production line model, 
witnessed by other parties (such as. rival 
manufacturers and competitors), ‘that 
everyone knows what's permitted on each 
model for that year. 

‘The current list of eligible production sports 
cars is very thin, although the BRSCC do 
have the right to make amendments during 
the year; at present, there are four cars 
in the up to £1200 ciass, five in the £1201 
to £1625 section, 10 in the £1625 to £3000 
category and 14 ‘in the over £3000 class, As 
in Group 1, only the current models which 
have been ‘homologated will be allowed to 
compete, so if anyone has an intention to 
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oy 


eon the left. 
race an old frog-eyed Sprite, then forget it 
‘On the other hand, if anyone decides to buy 
ew Spitfire to race in production sports, 

he'll have problems. The only new Spivfire 
on sale Is the Mk 4, but only the Mk 3 is 


on: paper 
Porsche Carrera and assorted 911s, Fer 
Daytona, de Tomaso Pantera, Datsun 2402, 
Jensen Healey, Jaguar E type 4.2, Lotus Elan 
+2, Lancia Fulvia 1600 Rallye HF, Clan 
Crusader (about which, chere is a rather large 
storm brewing over whether 500 have been 
produced for sts homologation to have been 
Recepted), with the two sparse baby classe 
dominated by such British Leyland products, 
‘as MGBs, GT6s, Spitfires and Spridgets, and 
{t's in this class where one would expect the 
majority of entries to come from rather chan 
‘the £3000 bracket. But there's not a sign of 
a Morgan, or TVR, or Davrian or Ginetta— 
despite thelr claim’ to the British sports car 
market, they are not eligible to compete in 
production sports car racing. 

Browning explains that the regulations are 
anti the small specialised manufacturers be- 
Cause of the problems of policing the cars. 
“Their scene 4s mod sports where there are 
freer regulations, but for production sports 
car racing, we want a minimum production 
run of 800 cars per year. With small 
Specialised firms, most cars produced from 
the factory differ in some way, #0 it would be 
Impossible to police them.” 

"And how standard will the eligible pro- 
duction “sports cars be? No modifications 
from the manufacturer's basic and catalogued 
specification will be allowed except for such 

ms as making the exhaust system free 
beyond the manifold, fitting a safety fuel 
tank, ‘modifying the fuel Giller, and allowing 
txtertor bonnet and boat safety catches, but 
full width roll over bars, laminated screens 
‘and the installation of a lkg dry chemical 
fire extinguisher are compulsory fittings. Cars 
may run either closed or open, but if open, 
then hood which is normally fixed to the 
car must remain in place whereas if it is 
detachable, it may be removed. Hardtops and 
flexible tonneau covers will be allowed pro- 
viding they are made by the manufacturer or 
in the case of hardtops, by a recognised 
alternative supplier. 

‘And what are these prod sports cars going 
to race on? Wheel sizes will be the smallest 
rim widths homologated and tyre sizes will 
be those specified on ¢he homologation paper 
or the manufacturer's catalogue, to the smal 
ext tim width homologated. The make of tyre 
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can be selected from those given in the RAC 
‘Tyre regulations (on pages 145 and 146 of his 
year's Blue Book), although unlike Group 1, 
the Firestone Torino is banned in prod spores. 

‘The BARC are not running any production 
sports oar races. A spokesman from the 
BARC explained that they could not ft pro- 
duction sports car racing in to thelr pro- 
gramme and even so" we feel modified sports 
Car racing fulfills our purpose in this category 
land as a result we believe there is no need 
for production sports car racing.” The BARC 
attempted to run @ production sports car race 
at Thruxton last September. Admittedly the 
Tegulations were vague and the race not very 
‘well publicised, but the BARC found a distinct 
ack “of interest and a desperate lack of 
entries, so the race was cancelled. 

‘Although it's name has changed frequently 
since, the BARC introduced this type of club 
production sports car racing in 1957, with 
Marque racing, The old AvTosrort produc: 
tion sports car championship was run on 
similar lines, although the list of eligible cars 
for 1957 marque sports car racing comprised 
just five makes. The majority of competitors 
drove their racing machinery to the circul 
but even 5s, the regulations for marque 
racing were considerably more relaxed than 
those for the new production sports car 
formula. A look back at the BARC Gazette, 
for the national Goodwood meetings on June 
10, 1957, describes the first marque race. 

‘Finally on the programme came a 7 tap 
macque scratch race, a new type of event 
which has since become extremely popular. 
Eligible are sports cars of the five types sold 
in largest quantities to British drivers for 
‘competition purposes. They are the MGA, 
Telumph TR2 and TR3, Austin Healey 100 and 
100-Six, AC Ace and Morgan +4. No regul 
tions have been made to prevent competitors 
from modifying their cars because this would 
exclude the majority of owners, who, if 
they race at all, usually carry out at least 
minor modifications. 

“‘The Austin Healey 100S and the Bristol- 
engined AC Ace are excluded because these 
types are so much faster than the rest that 
they could easily run away with the race. 
Some eyebrows have been raised at the non- 
exclusion of -alloy-bodies, disc-braked MGAs, 
but iap times have shown that they are no 
faster than at least one drum-braked, steel- 
bodied mrodel—as usual, it is the driver who 
counts. 

"Fastest practice times for each make were: 
AC, 1m 534 8; Triumph, 1 m 54s; Morgan, 
1 m 54.6 5. Only the Austin Healey failed to 
come up to expectations, and in the race 


Itself the order of the first three was AC. 
Morgan and MGA and the dicing throughout 
the fleld was wonderful to see. 

‘One interesting aspect of that first marque 
race (won by P. G. Fletcher), compared with 
modern mod and prod sports racing is that 
first. prize at one of this year's Blue Circle 
Championship mod sports rounds is £20, first 
prize in an STP prod sports round is £18 and 
the first prize in that first BARC marque race 
in 1957, was £30. 

Marque racing became so popular that five 
more races were run in 1957 and by the 
end of the six races held in °S7, each one 
Of the five eligible makes, had won a race. 
Incidentally for 1973, Forward Enterpris 
have resurrected marque racing at clubme 
meetings for thoroughbred production sports 
cars of that era. 

‘The BARC awarded their Fred W. Dixon 
Challenge Trophy to thelr marque sports 
car formula in 1958 (they still do award 
ie to this type of racing), and the concept of 
the formula remained basically unchanged 
until 1967, although naturally the list of 
tligible cars had been expanded. In chis era, 
Tommy Entwistle’s TVR Granturas had claimed 
the Championship three times in 1963, '65 
and "66, bis run of wins interrupted when 
Bernard Unest’s Sunbeam Alpine won the 
magnificent Dixon Trophy in 1964, Unett 
‘aimost beat Entwistle for overall Dixon hon- 
ours in 1968 when the outcome depended 
on the final round Silverstone and 
‘ithough Unett, then driving one of Alan 
Fraser's Sunbeam Tigers, narrowly defeated 
Warren Pearce's Jaguar E, Entwistle won his 
class and the Championship. 

‘The popularity of BARC's marque sports 
car racing was now becoming noticed by 


other organisations and in 1967, MCD 
organised a Brands Hatch marque series, 
Sponsored by Amasco, This year saw th 


advent of such E-type batéles 
between Keith Holland, John 
Warren Pearce, the fantastic performance of 
the British Leyiand-developed Midget of Roger 
Enever and the first appearance of John 
Britten's ultra-lightweight MG Midget which 
not only claimed the Amasco title but also 
scored 28 wins in 1967 club racing. 


‘The significance of 1967, 10 years after 
marque racing had been introduced, was that 
marque racing had been brought out of the 
BARC's realms of true production sports cars 
racing for fun, in to a commercialised form 
of racing for highly prepared and sophisticated 
machinery. So much had this type of racing 
changed, that in 1968 the promoters changed 
{ts name to special sports car racing. In order 
to combat against the highly-prepared machines 
‘which dominated in 1967 and which although 
Tegal, were way outside the spirit of the 
formula, a cectain amount of restrictions were 
brought in to force with the change of name 
to special sports. There were stricter regula- 
tions on the body shape, and fuel injection 
fend crossflow heads were banned, although 
many other modifications went unchecked. 
However in 1968 and 1969 (when by popular 
demand, special sports car racing became 
production sports car racing), this club formula 
enjoyed ‘some of its most’ competitive and 
most well-supported days, More and more ably 
driven E-types appeared, such as those very 
rapid lightweight versions of Mike Frane 

John Wilson, Alistair Cowin and Rob 
‘Schroeder (all of whom have since disappeared 
from the racing world), and John Quick, 
although towards the end of 1969, the might 
of Jaguar was challenged by the hair-raising 
Cobras of lan Richardson and Shaun 
Jackson, the latter being another young driver 
to impress considerably in prod sports but 
to Inter disappear from racing. The 2 to 3 
Mere class was continually fought out between 
the Healey 3000s of John Chatham, Stuart 
Hands and the late John Gott, with’ the big 
‘Squealeys claiming both prod sports titles in 
1968. Gabriel Konig took over the domination 
of the smaller Midget class from her car's 
‘owner John Brivten én 1968, but in '69, Alan 
Woode made sure of his excellent preparation 
and limited resources to win overall the 
‘Amasco Championship and come very close to 
‘winning the Dixon series, which was sponsored 


as thos 
Lewis and 
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for the first time in 1969, by Chevron Oils 
In the 2 litre category, the Spridget strangle: 
hold was threatened and even beaten by Chris 
Roulter’s Marcos Volvo and Chris Marshall's 
Gold Seal Spitfire, with the 1150 cc Gold Seal 
Spitfire of Richard Lloyd notching numerous 
class wins in the lower division, 

‘An important aspect of production sports 
‘car racing was that ie was a class of racing 
in ‘which British Leyland products were 
excelling, despite the company's lack of 
competition interest. At least this reflected 
thay production sports car racing was still 
the’ only amateur formula at national 
championship level, as the rest had been 
taken over by the Ford Motor Company. 
Perhaps this 4s why dramatic changes were 
brought in to production sports car racing 
for 1970, as the formula didn't appear to be 
in need of a change. From production sport 
car racing, the name was changed again, for 


of the regulations certain rules were 

stringent and others more relaxed. 
‘The result was that cars like the Spridgets 
Were heavily clamped down upon while still 
expected to compete on terms with lightweight 
Lotus Elans, which were suddenly accepted 

In that ‘modified sports car racing still 
exists under the same title in 1973, the 
changes in 1970 were the last significant ‘ones. 
Chevron Oil continued to. support BARC’s 
Fred W. Dixon Challenge Trophy until. thie 
year when they have been replaced by Blue 
Circle Cement, while the Brands-only Amasoo 
Series was elevated in 1970 ta national 
championship held at other circuits and 
sponsored by STP. who continued to sponsor 
itin 1971 and 1972, before deciding they wan- 
ted something new for 1973, 

Main points from the current regulations 
instigated with mod sports are that the 
cylinder head and block must be both the 
standard components from engines of the 
same capacity, but may have metal removed 
by machining, and the reboring and lining 
Of cylinder sleeves is allowed so long as it 
doesn't take the car out of its original class. 
Fuel injection can only be used when its 
standard or optional production equipment 
and the number of forward gears can't be 
altered. As far as the chassis and body is 
concerned, the standard structures must be 
Fetained “completely (although may be 


u 


Old marque racing with Kendall's Morgan leading the field through Goodwood's chicane. 


strengthened), and only the doors, bonnet, 
boot lid and ‘external wings may be changed 
for lighter versions provided that they're of the 
same shape and dimensions and are not part 
of the stress bearing body panel. Only 
detachable hard tops catalogued as optional 
extras by the manufacturers may be used, and 
between the centres of the wheels no’ part 
of the chassis or body may be changed 
unless the part was originally attached by 
bolts and rivets. Finally, the type of suspen: 
sion, whether it's beam axle or independent, 
can't be changed. 

In some ways, it seems that the com- 
mercialism which caused such rapid changes 
in the formula, milked production sports rac- 
ing dry of its good points, before wanting 
much more than was available by allowing 
In cars that didn't belong there, and then 
leeting the whole thing slip. Now the MCD 
group have pulled out of mod sports and the 
BARC are back to the pre-l967 days of 
continuing to run the Fred W. Dixon Chal- 
lenge Trophy. The BARC now must help the 
RAC bring some stabilisation and clarification 
to ‘the modified sports car regulations, 
something which thas been lacking for some 
years. 

In these last three years of modified sports 
car racing. the role of the E-type was 
challenged and beaten, primarily by the 
Cobras and last year by Ted Worswick's big 
‘TVR, Harvey-Bailey's Corvette or Pearson's 
plastic XK. Healeys gradually became out- 
Paced in the 2 to 3 litre class, in which Brian 
Hough's consistency in a TVR Tuscan V6 
paid off for him to win both mod sports 
championships in 1971 and almost repeat 
the double in ‘72. Lotus Elans  out- 
classed almost everything else in the 2 litre 
category and although Norman Cuthbert star- 
ted the ball rolling in steamgoller fashion, Jon 
Fletcher has since been top Elan man, while 
Spridgets and Spitfires are still able to clinch 
class wins in the 1150 section, although the 
more potent little Ginettas have been taking 
‘much of the 1150 championship prize money. 

Which brings us back to the present and 
to the paint where modified sports car racing 
has been at its lowest regarding regulation 
squabbles, whether its eligibility problems or 
more recently, the introduction of 1300 cc 
class in to mod sports for 1973. This latter 
business has caused more correspondence and 
confusion than any ather cub racing topic, 


0 let me briefly outline the parts which have 
caused the controversy. The matter arose from 
the October ‘71 club drivers’ conference when 
C. J. Thurlow from the South Hertfordshire 
MC voiced for the raising of the 1150 cc 
class to 1300 ce for 1973. The late John Gott 
stated there and then that, on behalf of the 
RAC, he agreed with this ‘proposal and that 
it would be carried out, rather than putting 
the matter before the RAC Competitions 
committee. The new change in class was 
subsequently announced in the RAC’s Motor 
Sport News and immediately many of the 
1180 competitors started to moan, and from 
an RAC Competitions Committee meeting, the 
BRSCC’s Peter Browning and the BARC's 
Grahame White were asked to investigate the 
‘matter. A  well-publicised referendum » was 
organised by the two clubs, which ended 
with a result of 32-10 in favour of the 1150 
class. This was presented to. the RAC 
Competitions Committee who agreed to re- 
instate the 1150 category, but the hierarchy 
at the RAC refused to accept the Compe 
tions Committee's proposal, as the change in 
class had already appeared in print in the 
RAC Motor Sport News. So, the only 
satisfactory conclusion was 10 ‘publish ‘five 
classes (up t0 1150 cc, 1151 40 1300 cc, 1301 
{0 2000 cc, 2001 to 3000 ce and over 3000 cc), 
and it was up to the Clubs which classes they 
wanted to run, 

The BARC and BRSCC state 
that they have never said they were going to 
run the five classes and have had no Inten- 
tions of running a 1300 division. Why? I 
asked a BARC official. " Although it would be 
acceptable to have an extra class as some 
competitors feel It necessary, 4 Is Impossible 
to run five classes at places like Brands Club 
ciecuit and Mallory Park, where the number 
of starters is limited to 20; there have to be 
four or more starters in our championship to 
score full points, so it just wouldn't. be 
acceptable.” Incidentally, the NSCC's 
lunsponsored Dick Protheroe Mod Sports 
Championship, held at their own meetings at 
Croft, Mallory and Cadwell, will run the RAC's 
five classes 

‘The lst of eligible mod sports cars for 
1973, also lacks @ certain amount of reason. 
ing. Por this year, the RAC have published 
4 list of ehigible cars in thelr current Blue 
Book, from which no additions could be made 
during the year after the January 1 deadline, 
(incidentally, the Lenham GT, Piper 1600 and 
Mini Jem were added to the printed list in the 
Blue Book Mst before January 1). One would 
expect the new Clan Crusader and Jensen 
Healey to be included on the list with such 

Corvettes, E-type: 
Spridgets, Morgans, Ginettas and TVRs 


Continued on page 37 


Hy 


AUTOSPORT, FEBRUARY 22, 1973 


NORTHERN MOTOR RACING SERVICES 


Late John Brannigan, M.R.S. 


Brabham BT15 Rolling Chassis. Escort V6 full race. Fuel injected. Royale RP3A. Rolling Chassis in 
Very clean condition 9-11" Low profile slicks on steel rims. mint condition. Recently stripped 
wheels on Firestone inter- LSD. Fully lightened body. £795 and rebuilt. £575 

mediates. Excellent Libre car. £395 


Mystron Willmont Sports car chassis and body panels, with wishbones, tie rods, rose-joints etc (less uprights) 
A bargain at £175. 


Chevrolet engine 327 complete with Holley carb, £150, 


Usual selection of F.F. Spares and Racing Tyres 


THE FIRST EVER 
SHELLSPORT 


SLENDERAD 


Sprir:t Championship '73 


Organised by Longton & District MotorClub 


12 QUALIFYING ROUNDS On top 
circuits throughout the north west from 
April right through to September. 


GRAND FINALE ON THE ISLE OF 
MAN On the newest and fastest circuit 
in the UK (It's part of the TT course). 
With free passage for the top fifty cars 


MCD introduce the first of the Shellsport Celebrity 
Races, in which the days race and class winners. 
plus invited sports and show business stars. 

each take the wheel of a Shellsport Escort Mexico 
for a 10 lap thrash. Over the whole season, 25 similar 
races will be run, to find the countrys 

champion Celebrity” 

This will naturally be the last race of the day, 
entrants coming from the preceeding Formula 3 
Formula Ford, Group 1 and Special Saloon Car events. 
Which all adds up to a thrilling days racing, 


BRANDS March 4 


Admission: Adults 70p. Children 30p. 
Stands/Paddock 40p 


and drivers from the early rounds. 


£500 IN PRIZE MONEY Prizes for 
the first ten placed drivers. 

SEND FOR YOUR ENTRY FORM TO: 
S.C. Wood Esq., Competition Secretary, 
Longton & District Motor Club Ltd. 

34 Marina Drive, Fullwood Preston Lancs. 


SLENDERAD) —_/)) Sheatesuns® 
AL/ 
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AUTOSPORT GUIDE TO DATSUN 


Buy your 


DELIGHTFUL 
DATSUN 


at 


MARTIN 
of SOUTHAM 


Telephone us for a trial drive : 
Southam 2181 


OXFORD STREET GARAGE 
Southam 
Warks 


DATSUN 


MAIN DEALERS 


Engine and suspension 
conversions on all 


Datsun models 


WARD & THOMPSON MOTORS LTD. 


Green Street, High Wycombe, Bucks. 
Tel.: High Wycombe 24416 


DATSUN 


MAIN DEALERS 


Immediate delivery of most models from stock 


(choice from 60). 


Timing facilities by factory trained mechanics. 
Sun and Crypton timing. 


Demonstrations and part-exchanges 


welcomed. 


DOWNLANDS SERVICE STATION 


123 Upper Brighton Road (A27) 
Worthing, ‘Sussex 


Tel.: Worthing 37487 


CONVERSIONS 
Sees ee 


JANSPEED CONVERSIONS 
SUSPENSION LOWERING ETC 


KITS FROM £15 UPWARDS ON DATSUN 
CHERRY AND SUNNY RANGES. 


CLASSIC CAR SALES 

(The 3-year warranty people) 

619 Hitchin Road 

Stopsiey Tol: Luton 36332 
Luton, Beds Luton 411266 


DATSUN IN DORSET 


Main dealers 


Most models in stock 


LULWORTH GARAGE 

East Lulworth 

Wareham 

Dorset Tel: West Lulworth 283 
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RALLYE BRISTOWE 


Rockey again 


‘The Ice King scores again! Nigel Rockey 
overcame ley weather and survived post 
fally storms to win his second C/MN round 
of the year and his home club's own event. 
‘This time he drove his Hooper's Mexico, thus 
gaining maximum points on this event for 
both C/MN and Mexico series, and just as 
on the Targa, a Mexico came second driven 
by Russell Brookes, The first car of ordinary 
rally conception was Bob Jeffs’ RS1600, The 
rally ‘was exceptionally well enjoyed by 
‘competitor its presentation in an area 
well known to be difficult for organ 
The yellow Mexico of Rockey just had to 
be favourite, for snow still lay on fields in 
the higher ‘regions, and there were few 
corners that drivers confidently knew would 
not have some trace of ice. Nigel enjoys his 
rallying, believing not so much in his own 
‘abilities but more in the competitive qualities 
of his car, knowing that as soon as the 
Wweather turns sour the Mexico wipes off 
practically any advantage that cars of G2 
and upwards may have. He had two drivers 
chasing him hard, his great rival Brookes 
fand a surprise item in Malcolm Patrick. 
Patrick drove what almost became a legend: 
¥y rally, to come a provisional second over 
‘all, not in the RS1600 he had in the Isle of 
Man when he finished fourth, and the RAC 
when he retired after lying ‘eighth, but in 
Rodney Badham's old Imp, which had last 
year won the Shenstone. The Birmingham 
Gentist had a clear two-minute lead at the 
first petrol halt, in a type of car he had not 
driven until that afternoon. “It's incredible; 
the Imp. drives (in these conditions! 
But instead of gaining a well deserved 
‘thrown out at the finish after 
‘using more than 
the permitted two auxiliary lamps at once. 
‘The Organisers had warned competitors about 
this new rule in the regulations, but one 
Suspects that his exclusion must have had 
‘something to do with the attendance at th 
rally of RAC's Chris Belton and rallying’s 
Ralph Nader, Cyril Angel. The latter was the 
prime instigator of the one-hour route plot- 
ting time and the two lights rules, Eric 
Jackson was also thrown out for this’ light- 
ing affair, though his navigator Don Barrow 
stated his driver had been scrupulous in 
Observing the rules. Judges of fact are nasty 
things, particularly” when penalties are 
incurred retrospectively. It did not seem like 
part of Martin Clark's rally at all. Eric would 
Otherwise have finished in the top 10. 
‘What of the other contenders? The Dealer 
Team Vauxhall commanded respect that led 
to. seeding positions one and two, and 


flattered only to deceive. They have the two 
best drivers currently in club road rallying, 
and their score this time was another non: 
start (engine trouble) and a wheel which 
came off when the nuts came adrift. Perform- 
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competitors have been trying to achieve. The 
Sky Petroleum team were out in force, suport- 
ing their two crews, with Laurie Richards 
‘Still in Bill Wood's ex-Sparrow Mini—" don't 
worry, folks, the new big Escort will 
definitely be ready next time!"—with which 
Laurie struggled on through the ice 
unhappily until right near the end when the 
transmission failed. The failure was thought 
to be in the diff. Their other driver was 
Linda Jackson in Laurie's old Escort, on its 
first outing since the Shenstone. Linda was 
enthralled with the car, with a torque which 
Suited the conditions well and which brought 
sad reminiscences for Laurie as Laurie fought 
with @ narrow power band. After a long time 
Linda once again gained some points, actually 
fone point, but only after a collision with the 
Wipac Mexico of Gillian Fortescue-Thomas 
who followed Linda past a turning and could 
hot stop quite as fast as Linda did! It was 
Gillian’s lights that suffered most. Talking of 
the ladies, Vicki Lambert (Horsmans’ Opel 
‘Ascona) was having trouble too, losing about 
9m through going into a bank, causing her 
to incur falls ‘when OTL came along. 


For the second rally running the CCC 
Clan Crusader finished the best non-Escort, 
this time fourth, after a run hindered only 
by having no spot lights in the first part and 
two. excursions. No sooner had they 
evacuated their first hole when it was filled 
by Dave Roderick’s Mexico. No bad 
Vibrations for the plastic peril this time, 
a good steady run by a driver still learning 
the noble art of national road rallying. Going 
‘off was quite the occupational hazard of the 
ight, for Kevin Videan did this and 
deranged his front suspension, Bob Bean did 
his at the end of a long straight in mud, and 
even the mighty Rockey lost one whole 
minute through an excursion, Bean's car 
incidentally tantalisingly trailered some new 
demon sponsorship scheme due to be an- 
nounced this week by Eric Jackson of 
Service Garage Barnsley. Gerry Tripp, one of 
Tavern's more senior rally drivers, rolled his 
Sprite, Erie Jackson went off, and in the 
panic of the moment ripped the flex 

Sut of Don Barrow's magnifier, a sort of 
Insult to the great magnifier manufacturer ! 
John Barter damaged his Mexico going up 
‘a crazily steep, muddy hill which most com- 
petitors felt sure should have been put in the 
Organiser’s list of nongoers, not goers. Roland 
‘Young, Barter’s great rival last year in the 
old Sport category, did it twice, once on 
each front wing. Hardly a driver did not 
confess sooner or later under interrogation! 


The Bristowe was a triumph of route plan: 
ning, with only a run out from the Barnstaple 
base’ over to the Hartland area, and a seven 
mile main road run to break up a remarkably 
tight route. The Bristowe has been the longest 
running counter in the C/MN series, by all 
‘Accounts, and deservedly so. One section was 
timed to the second, in case a form of tie- 
decider was necessary, and then was held over 
tortuous roads north of Great Torrington, but 
in fact this was not necessary. Right from 
one’s arrival at the friendly North Devon 
Motel through to the prompt announcement 
of the results there was an air of control and 
mastery about the rally which was clearly 
bred by years of organising experience, but 
the matter of those lights was so out of 
keeping with the rest of the event that one 
wonders if rallying would not be better rid of 
official supervision and left in the hands of 
mature and responsible clubs like Tavern 


Motor Club, Bristol 
MARTIN HOLMES 
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Dave Simmert/fen, Gusham Le 
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and of course, they are, but the Jaguar V12 
E type is not, although it’s included in the 
ist of G3/4 production sports cars. When I 
‘ssked RAC’s Neil Eason Gibson why the 
Vi2 E-type was not listed as a possible mod 
sports car, he said that it was because no-one 
had asked him to include it om the list, and 
now it's too late. So, if anyone is preparing 
2 Vi2 Eaype for mod sports racing, don't 
Bother, To be included in the list of mod 
sports cars, there is mo set rule but generally 
at least 50 models should have been produced. 

Now that we've seen the background to 
modified sports car racing and the introduction 
of production sports car racing, I asked a 
typical mod sports competitor about his 
reasons for going mod sports 

‘Andrew Talbot, aged 26, races 1180 ec 
‘Triumph Spitfires. Last year’ was his first full 
season and he achieved eight class wins and 
finished a creditable third in class in the STP 
modified sports car championship. Andrew's 
@ttraction to. mod sports Is that it's cheap 
and enjoyable racing. He started hilictimbing 
@ road-going Spitfire in the late sixties, but 
wrote it off in a road accident and rebuilt it 
as a mod sports car, using bits from other 
Up other mod sports racing Spitfires from 
written-off Heralds and Spitfires, and spare 
parts, and he is currently building a new 
Gemon Spitfire for 1973 mod sports, Andrew 
has no intentions of turning to production 
sports because of its prohibitive cost. Not only 
of buying a new car compared with building 
up your own cheap racer, but if or when he 
has @ shunt in production sports a new steel 
bonnet alone would cost £60, whereas patch- 
ing up the pieces and another glassfibre section 
would put his racer back on the track for 
Very little money. Mechanical disorders during 
1972 have been repaired cheaply by getting 
old bits, and the attraction of trying to 
‘extract a bit more power through his own 
modifications makes it a much more enjos 
‘able proposition to Andrew than racing @ 
bog-standard road car. 

But let's at least see how production sports 
car racing gets on. Despite some mod sports 
pessimists, there are still going to be many 
fod sports races in 1973, although not an 
STP Championship and with the lack of 
competitors’ support in that series and the 
Shabby appearance of a number of cars at 
public promoted Championship meetings, the 
Club had every justification in switching the 
sponsorship. Quite whether it should have 
gone to production sports car racing is dis. 
Putable. With a new unproven formula such 
Qs this, I feel that its try-out should have 
been given at smaller clubmen's mestings to 
gauge the level of participation rather than 
bore spectators at promoted meetings with 
the possibility of poor races and small grids. 

Group 1 got off to a flying start at Brands 
Match In 1972 but I doubt if Group 3 will 
fave such an enthusiastic and successful 
premiere at Croft in March 1973, There will 
Rot be the factory-backed entries that have 
filled the Gl grids in 1972 and I do not 
believe there are enough BRSCC club mem- 
bers interested in racing their new sports 

‘rafter all if he prangs his normal day-to- 
Gay sports car, it’s going to be far more 
expensive than’ shunting his cheap second- 

4 Mini he may have used in last year's 
GI. But it 4s important that the future of the 
formula should not be judged on that one 
round. If production sports car racing does 
Succeed at the end of 1973, then attempts 
‘will be made to relax the modified sports car 
regulations and mo doubt merge this class of 
‘acing with the rapidly diminishing sports GT 
category. And if production sports car racing 
dies at the end of 1972, then we still have 
mod sports. In concluding, after looking at 
the development from marque racing to the 
new production sports car formula, I believe 
that if modified sports car racing ‘had been 
properly controlled by sensible regulations in 
the late sixties and early seventies, then 
there would have been no need to introduce 
‘a formula for road-going sports cars in 1973. 
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KW Ows It takes skill and experience to style individual racing car 
bodies like ours, and a little something extra to make them 


efficient. In all its aerodynamic glory a wind tunnel developed car will use less fuel, keep the driver, 
motor and brakes cool, give better straight line and cornering speed and be more stable under 


braking and in cross winds. 
2 LITRE CARS PRODUCED FOR CHEVRON AND LOLA 


THE SCIENTIFIC APPROACH TO STYLING 1 
SPECIALISED MOULDINGS LIMITED i | 


Manufacturers, Designers and Stylists in glass reinforced plastic. 
REDWONGS WAY, HUNTINGDON TRADING ESTATE, HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 


TEL : HUNTS 53537-8. 


AUTOSPORT, FEBRUARY 22, 1973 


38 


CIRCUIT OF GALWAY 


Boyd's clean sweep 


‘The newly formed Lombard and Ulster Rally 
team of Adrian Boyd/Dr Beatty Crawford and 
Rosemary Smith/Pauline Gullick had a most 
successful outing in the third STP International 
Galway Rally, February 9-11, with the R. E. 
Hamilton-prepared Ford Escort RSs taking 
‘outright victory and the ladies’ prize. Boyd 
rove the ex-warks car used by Timo Makinen 
last year, and now converted to right-hand 
drive; and ‘was never challenged throughout 
the three days, as several of the other fast cars 
Gropped out with either mechanical trouble or 
by going off on stages. It was quite a tough 

ised by the Galway Motor 
rt time results were com- 


Puterised. 

‘The entry list finally closed at 162, with 
the bulk of competitors made up of 112’ crews 
from the Republic of Ireland and 46 crews 
from Northern Ireland. The troubles of last 


year are happily past tense, but it’s a great 
pry that only two English crews encered— 
Sohn Price/M. Gerrish in an Alpine-Renault 
and) Alan Jenkins/L. Jenkins in an 
Escort. Red Dragon winners Nigel Rockey/ 
Paul White did not take up their B+I Motor. 
way reserved entry; but all the way from 
New Zealand came the Escort of Chelmsford 
based Mike Marshall, navigated by MN 
general dog’s-body Mike Greasley. Several well 
Known racing men came across the Irish Sea 
to dice at Mondello Park last season. 

Heading the tist was Ireland's most profes- 
sionally organised rally crew, Adrian Boyd and 
Beatty Crawford in the beautifully prepared 
and very potent Escort RS of the newly an- 
nounced Lombard and Ulster Rally Team. A 
Similarly turned out RS was also entered for 
Rosemary Smith/Pauline Gullick, also pre- 
pared by R. E. Hamiltons of felfast, and 
Seeded number 16. Cabal Curley, 1971\ wine 
fer, was at number 2 in Wis lightweight BMW 
2002 and navigated by Austen Frazer. Billy 
Coleman/Dr Frank O’Donoghue were Alpine 
mounted, although it was on the cards that 
Coleman’ might have brought out his famous 
tatty Escort, now with BDA power, instead of 
the little plastic peril. Number 4 were Sean 
Campbell/Brian MeConville (RS), followed by 
David Agnew/R. Harkness (BMW), John Keat 
ing (Escort), Mervyn Johnston/A. W. Elliott 
(Minl-Cooper S) and John Price in his red 
Alpine, which was in infinitely better looking 
‘nick than Coleman's blue one. John Keating 
was a non-starter, his BDA engine was 
reported blown. 
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‘Adrian Boyd on his way to a clear win in the Lombard and Ulster Ford. 


Last year's winner Ronnie McCartney 
changed from his Triumph 2.5 PI to a BMW 
for this year and was seeded number 9 and 
navigated by F. Hutchinson, while his brother 
Dessie was having a throw himself this time 
and navigated by Peter Scott in an Escort at 
‘number 11; and spliteing the McCarntney Bros 
were David Lindsay/I. A. Cunningham in an 
RS Escort. Charlie Gunn/Harry McEvoy, 
second last_year, completed the frst dozen 
with thelr Escort ¢/c. John Bridges/Brendan 
Doyle were allocated number 13 which proved 
unlucky for Bridges who ran out of road and 
damaged his Escort t/c before setting off for 
Galway on the previous night; and Sue Sin- 
clair ‘was another pre-rally. victim, upending 
her immaculate BMW 2002TI while having "a 
look" at some of the stages! 

Down through the big field there were 
several more fast crews such as Noel Smith 
(14), Pat MeCour: (15), Billy Ferguson (17). 
Derek Boyd (21), Demi Fitzgerald (23) in 
Escort variants; Arnie Poole (19), Robert Ward 
(27) and Derek McMahon (28) in BMWs; Tom 
Lawiher (22), Ashley Armstrong (24), 
John Kearney’ (32) and Roger Cree (39) 
in Mini.Cooper Ss. Alec Poole (29) and Mick 
Dolan (30) turned ou in a pair of Chevron- 
BMW. Bs, very impressive looking indeed, 
but their troubles began right from the sta 
when Poole had not enough ground clearance 
to climb the ramp in Galway’s Eyre Square to 
start the rally on Friday evening! The Clan 
Crusader should have made its Irish rally 
debut at number 57, but Ken Boon turned 
‘out in a Capri 3000 instead of the little Imp- 
powered GT. Local man Mick Barry did not 
tnter as he is awaiting delivery of a new 
RS Escort to replace his rather worn one. 

"As expected, Boyd was the pace setter right 
from the first stage on Friday evening, shortly 
after the 430 pm start, and after twelve 
Stages and 105 miles of very quick motoring, 
mostly in the dark, he led the rally by some 
34m; with John Price, Ronnie McCartney, 
Billy Coleman and Roger Cree all covered by 
40 5 to make quite a dice for second place. 
Of the 144 starters, only 83 survived to set 
if the following morning from 9.30 onwards. 
Already several quick men were out, includ: 
ing. Cahal Curley’ whose BMW bomb retired 
with a broken diff; Mervyn Johnston smacked 
his Cooper $ Into a wall on SS9; David 
Agnew's BMW blew a plug right out of the 
cylinder head; Charlie Gunn's troubles included 
two broken throttle cables; Billy Ferguson's 


Escort t/c had oll in the clutch; Mike Mar- 
shall met an unforgiving West of ireland stone 
wall on SS3; Derek Boyd's Escort t/c sheared 
ts bottom pulley drive on SS5; Robert Ward 
inverted his immaculate BMW; Derek Mc- 
Mahon's BMW threw a rod; and the same 
fate occurred to the BMW engine in Alec 
Poole’s Chevron BB. The second Chevron of 
Mick Dolan retired with bent front suspension, 
and so the tales of woe and misfortune ran 
on and on; but with the exit of Curley, John- 
ston and Agnew, in particular, already a lot 
of the sting had left the rally. 

‘The weather was very cold but sunny for 
the long Saturday grind, with conditions ideal 
for fast motoring over the stages, the longest 
of which was the 22 miles combining the 
Corkscrew and Ballyvaughan hills of hillclimb 
fame. Already it was noficeable that Boyd was 
taking things a little more easy to the point 
that he made it all look so simple, and with 
no one to push him to the limit, the large 
crowds that turned out to see the stages were 
denied the sight of Ireland's top rally driver 
really letting it all hang, as he can do, One 
Of the first retirements was that of John 
Price, whose Alpine-Renai sadly parked 
at the top of the Ballyvaughan descent with 
no drive—he let out the clutch but nothing 
happened and so the second place man wa 
put. And then Roger Cree retired his Mini- 
Cooper S with a broken diff, which was a big 
disappointment ashe was in a challenging 
Mth’ overall and highest placed Mini driver. 

Boyd may have been taking things gently 
but by the end of the day he was 84 m 
in front of Coleman, and the overall scene in 
seconds was: Boyd’ 17,169, Coleman 17,682, 
D, McCartney 17,909, R. McCartney 17,930, 
McCourt 18,014, White 18,114, Campbell 
18,411, Martin 18,452 and McAloon 18,560. 
Sean Campbell had dropped almost 15 m 
due to petrol pump trouble; David Lindsay 
also lost a lot of time having to change a 
fotor; Ashley Armstrong's Cooper S lost 
3rd gear, but despite clutch troubles and a 
broken throttle pedal on the first night, Pat 
McCourt was in fifth spot overall just behind 
the dicing McCartney clan. 

It was a considerably depleted field that 
contested the Sunday run, and the 64 crews 
jeft in the running decided that discretion 
was the better part of valour and so there 
Was little sideways stuff over 82 stage miles, 
SII of which were close to Galway City. Of the 
Fetirements the most notable was the dis 
hppearance of Sean Campbell and so the final 
order was Boyd, Coleman, Dessie McCartney, 
Ronnie McCartney, McCourt, Paul Martin, 
Tom McAloon, Will Farren, Noel Smith, Demi 
Fitzgerald, Arnie Poole and Tom Lawther in 
the first dozen places, with Boyd the clear-cut 
winner by & m 55 s, It was quite a clean- 
Up for Ford, with Escort variants domini 
and only Ronnie McCartney and Arnie Poole 
in BMWs, Farren and Lawther (Cooper Ss) 
splitting a Ford first 12. 

Rosemary Smith/Pauline Gullick drove to 
team orders to win the Ladies’ Award for the 
Lombard and Ulster equipe, to give the new 
RS Escort team just exactly the results they 
wanted, although they were only 17th overall 
In all only 53 crews finished out of the 144 
starters, similar to last year's score of 56 
finishers out of 143 starters; but this time 
there was no last minute surprise as last year, 
when the McCartney Bros snatched victory in 


their Triumph 2.5 PI. 
BRIAN FOLEY 


Royale Racing — Britain's 


second largest manufacturers 


by IAN PHILLIPS 


It Is fairly common knowledge that Lola are 
the largest racing car manufacturers in this 
country but how many people know who are 
second in the league? According to a Daily 
Telegraph survey at the time of the Racing 
Car Show, it is another Huntingdon based 
company, Royale. In fact the factory which 
turns out an average of two cars per 
week, is barely 10 yards from Lola, based 


ina modern custom-built factory” on a 
Urading estate which seems to specialise 
in motor racing. The man behind 


Royale is Bob King who built the 
company up" from a three-man engine 
preparation business way back in the early 
sixties. The growth of his company as racing 
car manufacturers only dates back to 1968 
but rapidly, although quietly and unspectacu 
larly, Royale have established themselves as 
fone of the soundest companies in this 
Unpredictable field 

The name Royale is only four years old 
but we have to go back to 1957 to discover 
the roots of the company. A very youthful 
Bob King went to his second ever motor 
race that year and as a competitor at that, 
his previous visit having been,as a spectator 
‘at the age of ten. His father bwned a show- 
room in the Marylebone Road in London 
and regularly had the record-breaking cars 
of the Campbell family on display. The idea 
fof motor racing appealed to King junior and 
in 1957 he bought an F2 Cooper from 
Speedway men Ronnie Moore and Ray 
Thackwell who were running a two-car team 
during the year from their showroom in 
Chiswick. When the season was over Bob 
decided to take the car to New Zealand for 
the NZ Grand Prix. The car broke a camshaft 
before the race and with no money left and 
his own business in England finished as well 
he was left with a problem. The car was 
sold to Denny Hulme and Bob stayed on 
down under for 18 months rather than the 
original two months he had planned. 

When he returned in 1960 he joined his 
brother in the car trade again and after a 
short while a customer arrived wanting to 
swop an Elva-Climax for one of the King 
brothers’ Fiat station wagons, Bob did the 
deal and went motor racing again, and soon 
left his none too pleased brother's garagé. 
From then on his life has been totally 
involved in motor racing. His antics on the 
track did not seem that bright when Auto- 
sport described him during his first race 
at Linton-on-Ouse as “a danger to himself 
and all the other competitors. 

Both the Cooper and Elva were fitted with 
Coventry-Climax engines which Bob himself 
looked after. After some success on the 
circuits he found other people coming to him 
for their Climax engines to be tweaked and 
suddenly it became a business. 

Having left his brother's showroom all his 
activities were based in a garage in Ede 
ware next to his house. However, militant 
neighbours put a stop to the engine business 
‘at home when one Sunday morning he drove 
a racing car through the local off-licence 
front window while testing it on the road! 

‘The business was then moved to a railway 
arch in Wembley and Racing Preparations 
was born. The main part of the work was 
concentrated on looking after Coventry 
Climax engines but also involved itself in 
development work on suspension for dis- 
satisfied customers from elsewhere. 

The big break for Racing Preparations 

ein 1964 when Coventry Climax. were 
taken over by Jaguar. King had established 


40 


@ very good reputation with Climax engines 
and Jaguar offered him the racing division 
at a very good price. Altogether he took in 
27 tons of engine bits and pieces worth 
about £43,000. All the bits were there with 
the exception of crank cases and cylinder 
heads. Bob had to take the decision whether 
to actually have these parts made himself 
or just keep what he had bought and sell 
them off as spares and run the stock dry. 
He decided to take the plunge and have all 
the extra bits made and provide a 100% 
service to Climax users, Altogether he was 
able to build up 38 engines from the spares 
which he had bought ranging from 2- to 
27-litres. He recalls that his greatest 
customer during those days was Dan Gurney 
and the great pleasure they got from the 
fone and only DSG putting his Eagle fitted 
with one of thelr’ 2.7 Coventry Clima 
engines on the front row of the grid. at 
Brands Hatch in 1966. 

‘One of the most important things which 
Bob learnt during those days, which has 
helped enormously in the growth and success 


found a pool of oil by a front wheel where 
a split brake pipe had disgorged its contents. 
Disappointed and shattered King was 


wheeled off the grid never to take his place 
again. 


Bob King—Royale creator 


Tony Lanfranchi drove King's cars on 
occasions and scored many wins, his asso- 
ciation with Racing Preparations culminating 
in his one and only Fl race at the 1968 
Race of Champions with an RP entered and 
prepared Brabham-Climax BT23B with which 
he finished seventh. 

During 1968 the Climax business came to 
an end. With no new engines having been 
made for so long and pukka 3-litre engines 
having found their way into all the Fl cars 
the business on that side now consisted of 


Tom Pryce at the wheel of F3 RPI at Zandvoort, wher 


of Royale, was the need for a good compre- 
hensive and rapid spares service. As the only 
supplier of Coventry-Climax spares the 
many, many users throughout the world 
often’ needed parts quickly and it was by 
being organised to get the necessary pieces 

ally anywhere within 24 hours that the 
business really scored. 

During tRese years the name Bob King had 
been appearing fairly regularly at race meet- 
ings with a fair amount of success. After 
the Elva came a Lotus 17, then a couple of 
Merlyns and a Lotus 16, which he claims 
gave him the most enjoyment in motor 
racing. Then followed an ex-BRP/Innes 
Ireland Lotus 24 which was used until his 
retirement in 1965. The decision to quit came 
after he sat on pole position at Silverstone 
one day next to Derek Bennett, later of 
Chevron fame. When Bennett started 
pointing to his front wheel just before the 
off Bob, thinking Bennett was trying to 
unnerve him, waved two fingers of his left 
hand and ignored him. Bennett however 
wasn’t joking and called over a marshal who 


he holds the lap record. 


spares only, 

During the preceding couple of years the 
race preparation side had expanded quite & 
bit and numerous customers were bringing 
their cars along to be set up and sorted in 
the suspension department. One customer 
brought along one of the most popular 
Formula Fords of the moment early in 1968 
which King thought was in a “diabolical 
state.” Until that time he had not considered 
FF very seriously, regarding them as “toy 
cars.” However he was convinced that they 
could produce a better car than this best 
seller which had been brought to them. So 
within two and a half months they designed 
and built their first racing car, the RPI. In 
1968 just the one prototype was built and 
John Stevens was entrusted with it. They 
did hundreds of miles of testing with the 
car before its first race with no trouble at 
all. However when it went to its first race 
disaster struck when a damper broke in 
Practice, bending the car somewhat. During 
the first four or five races nothing went 
right. However by June they got it sorted 
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record on several occasions they failed to 
sell any in England. The original car is still 
sitting in the factory 

There was yet another new formula intro: 
duced in 1971 which Royale have virtually 
made their own, SuperVee, All their FSV 
models the RP9, RPl4 and the very latest 
RPIS have won everything going. The RP 
was their first monocoque single seater and 
that took the American and British Champ 
jonships and finished second inthe 
European series. Last year Royale won every 
FSV championship in the world and the 
lucrative manufacturers championship. With 
the RP9 they fitted the VW engine minus a 
fan which nearly caused a major explosion 
in Germany. Porsche had been trying for 
many years to make the engine work with 
muta fan but with no success. When Bob 
King's car appeared without one he received 
urgent communication from Germany saying 
that he must ft a fan otherwise the engines 
would blow up continuously and "zat" vud 
not luk gud for ze Volkeswagenwerken.” Bob 
decided to continue minus the fan howeve: 
and so the “ye vill make you conform 
message came back in the form of revised 
Fegulations stating that the fan must be 
Atted. So Bob just shaved off the blades of 
the fan and just left the stub in place, and 
never had a blow-up at all. The latest 
RP18 FSV has only raced once, at Daytona 
last weekend. It arrived straight from the 
Racing Car Show never having turned 9 
wheel. A faulty oll pump prevented Manfred 
Schurti from doing the first practice session 
In the second it took him just seven laps to 
get pole position, no less than three seconds 


The frst ever Royale, the RPI FF prototype built in 1968 Walked avway with the race 

Ae well as the frat FSV car in 1971 
Out and things started to go well. Then came too great. Royale themselves make very few which four were made, three ‘going to. Braall 
the Infamous FE engine ‘snatch. at Mallory of the parts used on thelr carn the factory Is whore ‘Rayales ‘had. featured strongly” In the 
that Year when the RAC. impounded the frst more ‘of an assembly line using parts made by PF series, At the end of the year 
Tour ‘engines, "The. Royale was found to be outside suppliers. Just a few yards up the road botype Fa" RPL. appeared. briefly in 


Tegal car but as the RAC did not fr 
the rest Bob decided not to run 
any more works FF cars as a protest 


Huntingdon factory, where. they 
Arch Me 


de of works driver Tom Pryce, The 
Impressive at the Jackie Stewart 
Meeting although it had barely 


wed in 1971, a 


irs who make all 
juldings who do 


By this time Racing Preparations had out seit would entail having turned a wheel Before the meeting. Pryce was 
grote thei ten undmoves to's 3,000 2g fi parts specially made, Bob King did not think second quickest In the last practice and. then 
eee a a eee er nial tace, ‘Cite Ghat there, was a petsorally ‘big, eocugh offered’ an, eugian “blow-ap ia ihe. Jat 
Pee ate eeealanreed Teme reli, comter antes ‘although he. reckons After climbing “through the. field strongly 
fuded for the gender of racing cars.) time. ‘He claims that he would love to build ‘Things looked wood for 1972 and. a number 
‘As, a rewult ofthe success of the FF ' €€F Dut must give it logical priority {cars were. sold to. privateers. in England 
a 1060 they would go. into production with th¢ act on, the ‘next new MCD formula, production cars ware 
an FF car. Thus the RP2 was born. About Formula Atlantic. They produced the RPS mise shown at Brands was con: 
an FF car. Thus the RP2 wat born, AbOU fitted. wi (the first racing car ever firmed ‘atthe first big. F3. race ‘there. in 


the pattern for R 


Club meetings of 1970 (FA. started official y laps of practice and then walked away 
future, Of the 40 which were made all but = : en y 
Teer Omens weat fo America. Success was i", 1871), Althouun Ray Allen put in with the race. The potential showed itself in 
limited in this country but in America they —““Tl/n& drives with the car, Breaking the next few meetings with pole positions 


were winning everywhere. The year ended 
Were winning every rere Rhavelonshis™" Pre-production days: Tony Lanfranchi in the Racing Preparations. Brabham BT23R. 
event at Daytona for Bill Scott after Tim 
Schenken was disqualified for having an 
legal engine. 

‘After the success of the FF car Racing 
Preparations diversified in 1970. Formula 
F100 was introduced that year and Royale 
got in on the act very quickly with their 
RP4 model, their first monocoque car. They 
sold Il of these, “probably 10 more than 
‘any other F100 model sold" for F100 use 
‘and won the championship in the two years 
that it was held; Ray Allen won the first 
and Tom Pryce the second (in the updated 
RP4A model. 

They continued to make an FF car and 
the RP3 was introduced. In its initial form 
and later as the RP3A this model served 
fs the production FF car until the end of 
1972. A one off spaceframe formule libre 
car was built for Tony Lanfranchi during 
the year which won four of its five races 
Derived from the RP4 F100 car was the 
RPG sports racing car which accepted 
engines up to 1300 ce. They sold 23 of 
these, again mostly abroad, and one such 
car won the Canadian championship. 

‘An F500 car was also designed, designated 
the RP7, but was never built. Royale sub: 
contract ‘the production of many components 
fand Bob decided that with such a small market 
the cost of production would have been 
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Where will you 
start the first race? 


The season is now only two weeks away, will your 
first race be on the circuit or in the workshop. All 
G.R.D.’s will be complete and ready to go. 


&9 


GROUP RACING DEVELOPMENTS, Griston, Norfolk. Tel : Watton 881521. 
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‘and laps in the lead and it all looked very 
promising. However King reflects that the 
Win at the Race ‘of Champions meeting was 
“our greatest misfortune.” We were then 
leading the championship and we got the 
fdea that we could win it. We were not 
red up to do F3, we had no spare engine 
then (or at any other time) and only intended 
initially to do six races, It was a disaster 
should have recognised. The sad story is 
that the potential was never realised as 
Pryce had @ great deal of bad luck gettin 
Involved In other people's accidents and ha: 
a few of his own which resulted in him 
leaving the road when in a strong position. 
Tt was unfortunate that these incidents 
occurred as the right ingredients were 
obviously there but failure to get the result 
meant that few people took much notice. 
‘The 1972. season ‘was only intended as an 
exploratory one before trying to sell cars 
for 1973, Towards the end of the year 
Royale. produced an Atlantic car which 
Pryce drove very quickly and he won the 
televised event at the Players Brands meet- 
ing. Bob King has decided to concentrate the 
works effort on Atlantic this year with Pryce. 


Also towards the end of last year the 
replacement for the basically three year old 
RP3 FF car was introduced, the RPI6. King 
readily admits it had been a mistake to 
ignore FF for two years and now he regards 
it as the most important car that Royale 
produce. In FF you get new people coming 
into the sport, if you can sell them a good 
FF car and look after them, when it comes 
to their graduation to F3 or FA then the 
chances are that they will come back to 
you.” King worked very ha the RPIG 
trying to. make it easily maintainable and 
Idlot-proof and he looks to have a success 
on his hands. So far 34 have been sold and 
its first win was notched up in America 
recently. After keeping the FF project 
in the background for two years King says, 
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"We shall be taking FF more seriously than 
any other formula, 

‘Almost certainly the next Royale will be 
an F2 car. The RP1S type number has been 
reserved for this eventuality. There is a 
good chance that FSV driver Manfred Schurti, 
Who has had great successes in Royales, will 
order a car, but King says that even if he 
doesn’t then the works will build one during 
the year. 

In’ 1972 Royale sold a total of 78 cars and 
thelr aim for 1973 is 100. These figures 
might seem staggering as on a whole the 
marque is not common in any British 
formulae. However a breakdown of the 
sales figures show that an average 70 per 
cent of the production goes to America. 
In the US King has a network of eight 
dealers to look after his interests. 

‘Why is it that a small firm can turn: out 
so many cars and keep its head above wat 
in these very competitive days with price 
cutting and deals being operated by the big 
name manufacturers? 

For a start Bob King is the sole director 


of the company and takes all the decisions. 
“If I decide to go ahead and do something 
it’s my decision and I do not have to wait 
for approval from directors. Similarly if 
something fails I can drop it immediately 
and do something else without explanation.” 

The modern factory is very clean and tidy 
and the main shop is nothing more than an 
assembly room. This means that the staff 
fan be kept small which has created a good 
Working atmosphere. The only person not 


putting the cars together other than King is 
keneral manager Alan Cornock who has been 

with King since 1962 
What about the future? Kings says “1 
have no intentions of building an Empire, 
‘without too 


just want to make a living 
on.” Bob does 
ing of the cars using a pool of ideas from 
employees and customers and with the help 
of an ex-Hawker Siddeley man on the detail 
work. He will never move on to a new 
project until the previous car has been fully 
completed. By that he does not mean that 
the prototype has been built and raced but 
that the model Is ready for production and 
can be assembled with the minimum of f\ 
and be immediately fully competitive. 

Bob King's ultimate aim is Formula 1 but 
only if he can mount a Tyrrell-type operation 
and go into it with the thought of being 
fully ‘competitive, He is also very careful 
about works participation in racing. He does 
not do di he feels that eventually the 
company looses. He reckons that it Is wrong 
to participate against customers and beat 
them as they feel that they are not getting 
all the latest equipment. 

If something can be improved on a car 
he will make the parts and test them and then 
inform all the customers that the mods are 
available if they want them. 1000 sq. ft 
of the factory has been put aside for spares 
‘and they have in stock parts for every model 
they have ever made and each one Is deve- 
Joped to its maximum potential. For instance 
the RP3A FF model was still winning Inst 
year and despite its age was still fully com: 
petitive and all parts were available, 

The development of Royale cars is very 
much on a “what looks right, goes right” 
basis. King himself has learnt racing car 
design purely by practical experience rather 
than theory and applies common sense and 
logical thinking. He is not afraid to copy 
other people's ideas: “Why be too proud to 
copy other people's ideas if they work.” 


The future of Royale operated in the 
current way looks secure but the thing which 
does worry Bob is all the deals and price 
cutting by his competitors. For this reason 
he agrees with his neighbours Lola about the 
worthlessness of Racing Car Shows. “ After 
the initial days when people find they are 
having a bad time with sales they start 
cutting prices and customers wander round 
from stand to stand like at a bazaar seeing 
where they can get the best deal. By cutting 
prices you are cutting profits which means 
less money to spend ‘on spares, If you 
cannot help the customer after the Initial 
sale, then it is not worthwhile selling the car.” 
If this practice continues King foresees a 
gloomy future. “If a price war starts then 
ail manufacturers will go, Motor racing must 
be paid for.” 
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Take Castrol to heart 
and look what happens 


Roger Bell (BMW/Alf Romeo) 
Castrol Group One Champion 
Jeremy Walton (Escort Sport) 
‘Castrol Group One Champion 

Andy Rouse (Escort Mexico) 
‘Castrol Mexico Ch: ampion 
Allison Davis (Femtresh 

Ginetta G15) British Women 
Racing Drivers Champion 

Peter Cook (Mallock U.2) 
National Formula 1200 Champion 
David Newman (D.N.C. Reliant) 


Once again the Castrol Team seem to 
be cleaning up the top honours. Even 
the most Doubting of Thomases is 
going to have a hard time claiming 
it’s just coincidence. Putting Castrol 
in your car puts you in good company 


Put heart in rcar 
with Caaral GTX. 


Gare Britain's biggest selling motor oil 


National 750 Formula Champion 
Barry Lee (Escort) 

British Hot Rod Champion 
Chris Cramer (Mallock U.2) 

Shell Leaders Hill Climb Champion 
Chris Seaman 

Castrol/BARC Hill Climb Champion 
Derek Green (Puffin) 

750 Trials Champion 

Bill Moffat (Hillman Imp) 
BTRDA/Duckhams Production 

Car Trial Champion 
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CHARLES POLLARD TRIAL 


Jackson v Portlock contest 


Although the Charles Pollard Sporting Trial is 
not Included within the RAC Championship 
the Peterborough MC attracted no less than 
30. entries for thelr annual trial despite a 
total lack of support from the Northern com- 
petitors. It was encouraging to see several 
Grivers from the deep south-east making « 
rare sortie north of the Thames in search of 
Semperit/BTRDA Championship points and 
the appearance of Charles Pollard himself at 
the wheel of his Aberties was a sadly rare 
occasion. 

Blessed with a gloriously springdike day 
the club had handed over much of the organ- 
sation of the trial to the now well known 
“Rent-a-Hill” crowd who not only provided 
a goodly number of marshals, but on this occa- 
sion were presenting an additional award to 
the driver who throughout the day made the 
greatest effort to succeed, Although the fami- 
fiar undulations of Kingscliffe, near Corby, 
were somewhat condensed by the loss of the 
ground adjacent to and on the other side 
Of the rallway the organisers contrived a dozen 
hills which were to be attempted three times 
during the day. Much use had been made of 
the trees which graced the steep slopes and 
the result was a good test of climbing and 
manoeuvrability. 

Bil Evans was the only driver to non: 
start (for the first time in his career), repairs 
fo the Beva being incomplete and made more 
difficult by the application of a layer of tarmac 
to the path outside his lock-up garage an 
Inch or so higher than the bottom of the 
Rarage doors! By the time the necessary car- 
Pentry had been completed there was 0 
chance of readying the car. 

‘With the lunch break following the opening 
round there was an early opportunity of gaug 
Ing the relative strength of the field which 
was lead by the Ibex of Gordon Jackson by 
five points from the host club's own presi- 
dent, Norman Manser. Behind these two Ivor 
Portlock was a similar margin clear of both 
Tony Harrison and Jack Pearce in their Kin- 
crafts with David Moore's Cannon well in 
contention in sixth spot despite a puncture 
in the rear tyre. John Fack was really coming 
to grips ‘with the course and is amongst the 
most improved drivers at present in the hunt 
for points, His joint sixth place was, like 
Moore's, achieved in a relatively out-dated 
ear and put to shame many of the’ hot-shoes 
who were more powerfully equipped. 

‘Minor alterations were made to the course 
before the start of the second round, in the 
main these were advantageous, although with 
the drying ground no less than three drivers, 
Geoff Langdon, John Benson and Ivor Port- 
lock, completed the 12 sections without the 
loss’ of a single pont. By 40 doing Portlock 
ousted Jackson from the'lead and placed the 
Dryad one point clear of Norman Manser’s 
Cannon which had added five to the morning 
efforts to amass 27 in all. The Ibex driver was 
by no means out of the hunt with 29 to his 
detriment and third place firmly in his grasp 
whilst the meteoric Langdon had jumped 
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four places in the Cannon to hold fourth spo 
five points clear of the Kincraft twins on 34, 
Poor David Moore sustained two further punc- 
tures and slumped towards the end of the 
field whilst John Dibble (Cannon) put in a 
spirited 13 (o elevate himself from 18th to 
Toth place. The mechanical gremlins which 
had. held off throughout the morning struck 
at Colin Taylor's Cannon (broken first gear) 
and the similar car of Tony Mace (chronic 
misfire) bringing about the retirement of both 
drivers. 

No clear rounds were recorded during the 
final session, sections having been tightened 
considerably and the sixth hill modified in 
the most spectacular fashion to test not only 
the skill of the drivers, but the nerves of 
the passengers. Several drivers found thelr 
cars pawing the air by ill-conceived use of 
power, the most dramatic being the effort of 
John Benson who all but upended the Jabford 
to the horror of those watching. It was that 
very hill which brought about the final result, 
Jackson by dint of some fine driving had lost 
but 10 points by the completion of his third 
round (a total of 39 in all) with Portlock 
logging up a 36 with one hill to climb. Whilst 
the Dryad driver was more than capable of 
holding his lead the loss of line through the 
approach to the final part of che hill when the 
ignition was inadvertently knocked off caused 
bim to vere into the four marker and lose 
the trial by a single point. 

‘Langdon maintained his challenge and 
wrested third place from Manser whose car 
had been devold of a clutch for most of the 
final round, Laurie Brown brought his Aberties 


Wheto 


Pollard winner, flying Jackson. 


to seventh spot, the change from Goodyear to 
Michelin tyres during the lunch interval work- 
Ing miracles for his success rate, Both Dibble 
and Ron Kemp (Kincraft) failed to maintain 
the challenge of the early afternoon and John 
Duncan (Gecko) failed to finish when the diff 
expired, Bill Warr, 100, failed to complete the 


course, breaking a wheel whilst travelling 
between sections (too much attention to the 
passenger?). 

‘The Rent-a-Hill trophy went to John Fack 


by a handsome margin, though the method of 
point allocation seemed unclear to the referees 
and drivers alike. It was none the less 
popular win and the award a welcome if light- 
hearted addition to trialing, 

‘Next Sunday should see ‘all serious Semperit, 
BTRDA and RAG Championship contenders in 
action at the “Wiltshire” trial at its new 


venue near Buxton. 
GEOFF HERRINGTON 


© First of the four inter-area finals 
Castrol Motor Club Quiz will take place on 
Saturday (February 24) at the Bull & Royal 
Hotel, Preston, Lancs, In the final will be the 
750 MC from Dundee, Scottish champions and 
the North East region champions Northumbrian 
CC. The other team will be either Know! 
dale CC, Liverpool MC or Omagh. Knowidale 
land Liverpool meet in the Lancashire region 
final and’ the winners meet the Northern 
4 champions. 
n in the South West region Camel Vale 
‘emerged victors for the third time 
sand they go forward to the 


Ivor and Jill Portlock ended up 1 mark behind Jackson. 


‘Second at Isenhurst was Colin Sansom's Austin Egg. 


750 MC TRIAL 


Tie at Isenhurst 


Melting snow in brilliant sunshine kept the 
marks high at the Tunbridge Wells Centre 
of the 750 MC’s trial held on the notorious 
hill at Isenhurst Manor, Cross-in-Hand, 
Sussex, last Sunday. So bad was the mud that 
five competitors were unable to. return to 
the car park at lunch, and Keith Reynolds 


Bill Hicks 


for winner 


Tense 
partner. 


‘moment ‘and 


(750 Reliant) was unable to compete at all 
in the morning being completely bogged down, 
Despite all this, the entry of 23 provided a 
close finish, with Bill Hicks (950 Trialmaster) 
and lunchtime leader Colin Sansom (750 
‘Austin Egg) being separated in the end by 
4 tle decider in favour of Hicks who provided 
one of the two cleared hills throughout the 
day. 

Two rounds before lunch saw Sansom lead. 
ing with 116 from Mike Stinton (950 Jem/ 
IRA) and Hicks with 119 followed by Ted 
Minter (NTE Cannon) who was. the other 
driver to clear a hill during the day. Behind 
him came Barry Wright (NTF Cannon) and 
John Murrell ‘while Colin Walker (1172 
Cannon) had been leading by six points after 
the first round, but retired when the diff 
went during the second round. 

After lunch, conditions seemed worse, one 
driver, having spent 15 minutes trying 
to get to the start of a hill, remarking “I 
think it’s worth a score just getting here!” 
Hicks scored a 48 to bring him level with 
Sansom, despite the latter scoring two threes 
in his ‘51, Stinton scored a 56, so Minter 
took second place and first in the NTF class, 
while into fourth place with a 48 came Dick 
Lee (750 Reliant). A high retirement rate 
saw only 14 finish out of the 23 
cars, and the day finished with Keith Reynolds 
overturning 750 ohv Reliant without injury, 
although there was some damage to the car. 


BOB CONSTANDUROS 


Styles takes BTD 
at Birmingham 
autotests 


With an entry of 30 Birmingham University 
MC arranged six tests at the East car park 
at the University last Sunday when Mike 
Styles took BTD in his 1275 GT but only by 
four secs in 252.3 s. He was hounded through- 
out by Mike Sones in his Mini GT who led 
the event after two tests and it was neck and 
neck through the afternoon period when a 
further five tests were attempted although one 
was subsequently cancelled. In the small Mini 
class, Martin Roberts of the home club had 


46 


a good class win with his 848 Mini, beating 
Mo Ellett by 6 s and she in turn was hard 
pressed by Dave Avard who finished less than 
1 s down in his Mini. Behind Sones in Class 2 
came Peter Gladstone in bis Cooper. He was 
well up in the early stages but he clobbered 
a marker to put himself out of contention. 
Tony Hunt brought out a new Mexico to 
win the next class with third BTD of 253.7 s, 
the new Ford carrying Hunt's previous engine. 
He was a comfortably winner after Cecil 
Dixon and Brian Betteridge, both in VWs, 
had dropped well behind with one and two 
clangers' respectively. In the last class, for 
sports cars, Ray Webb (Sprite) reigned 
supreme with ease, his total of 265.3 s being 
nearly half a minute better than the rest 


aliicte aby 5 Wear’ Corte 


Loton improvements 


Work is almost complete on resurfacing the 
bottom half of the Loton Park hill climb 
course in Shropshire which is run by Hagley 
& District LCC, 

The club has recently negotiated a further 
lease on the course with the owner Sir 
Michael Leighton and following this they 
decided to go ahead with the expenditure 
‘of just over £2,000 on tarmacadaming from 
the start to Triangle. 

Other improvements including additional 
‘Armco barrier have also been carried out 
and the work will be complete in time for 
the closed joint practice day which opens 
the season on March 18. 

On April 1 the club will run the first of 
the two Castrol/BARC Hill Climb Champion- 
ship rounds and also in April—on the 23rd— 
they will be host to the first round in the 
RAC Hill Climb Championship. 


Lydden meeting 


Lydden's first race meeting takes place on 
Sunday March 25 and is organised by the 
West Essex CC. Main race is the opening 
round in the national Formula Vee 

ship which will be run in two heat 
final. Other races are for FF, 750/1200, 
saloons and allcomers. Regulations are avall- 
able from J. R. White, 4 Torrens Square, 
Stratford, London E18 


Autocross team 


HF Sprint team, the Birmingham based auto- 
cross trio of Martin Barnard, Fri 
and Terry Smith, will have 
Minis for their ‘assault on the Cai 
BT&RDA Autocross Championship this year, 
Winners of the team award last year when 
they represented Midland Manor MC, the 
team members will each have cars approxi+ 
mately 1) cwt lighter than last year thanks 
to extensive modification to bodywork ete. 
‘The new season gets under way on April 29 
with the White Horse event. 


Hanman’s duck 


Eastern Counties MC succeeded in the di ficult 
task of providing East Anglian trials 
enthusiasts with a new venue for their sport 
and presented Blaxhall Pits to a goodly entry 
for the first time on Sunday, February 11. 
Despite the Club's efforts on the second runs, 
the fabulous little Dellow Sports car of Peter 
Hanman still managed to finish the day with 
a completely blank score-card. 


Although the steepness of many of the 
climbs at this very spectacular venue was not 
to the front-wheel-drive class the “old 
of Len Wills and Des Wenn put in 
another polished performance in Len's Club- 
man GT, aided by their choice of rubberwear. 
Wills scored the most zeros in his. total of 
31 but Wenn was the more consistent ending 
up with a very low score of 22 marks. Scores 
of 33, 34 and 35 sum up the closeness of 1 
main ‘class battles with Derek Brown maki 
a welcome return to the head of the table 
with a good day in his Cooper despite almost 
losing his advantage on the final climb, Test 
10 was the downfall of most of the ‘cl 
particularly the early runners of which Bill 
Hammond (MG 1100) was one, his nine almost 
letting in Andy Littlewood whose later run én 
the same vehicle collected two marks Fess and 
finished 1 point behind Hammond in the 
results. Felicity Kerr, keeping in trim by 
cross-course runs to drive in both Mini Cooper 
and Mexico, managed a total of 40 with the 


Mini, her i mark gain on the first climb 
settling the tied total with Bob Bevan (Club- 
man GT). 
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Phone AUTOSPORT'S Classified Department S25, 

‘on 01-636 3600 up to 5 p.m. on the Monday ixvai sy wfettycinrs to the contra ye 
before publication. Dictate your advertise. §:: 22pb65 os AOTSSroRT “oils “ube *S"Wiewy, 
ment to one of our experienced staff, and Sire Londen Win Ho! 


spare 030 par black (Win « Zin 


AUTOSPORT 


CLASSIFIED 


however. you do have time to send in your 
classified | advertisement with cash in 
sdvence, we give you s fat diecount—40 


NEW CAR GUIDE 


‘CAR TRANSPORTATION 
LOTUS SEVEN 


CATERHAM CAR SALFS 


AMS FERRARI 390 GT. 750. 3972 J 


DATSUN 


FORD 


i crs a 
cer "i 


add et 80 ce pginge Meta, 


cxme 0 Lotus SERVICE & SPARES 
ce rate, “cap herer IAN WALKER (Service) LIMITED 
hal The LOTUS Specialists 

With 16 years of LOTUS experience 
330 Wocdhouse Rod, London. Ni 


Tel: 01-368 6281/3 


ALEA ROMEO. 
ALIA ROMEO GIUUIA SPRINT GI. One w/n ying 


ST VRorma*Beareh. "Besiwital 


LOTUS KLAN 59 56 OMc, 968, rm 


es 
AMERICAN SPARES 
ALL MAKES AND MODELS 1960-72 — GINETTA 


SIMETTA, G18. 2972, watts Low 
‘owe 


ICES—ASK FOR QUOTATION. 


“Watford Motor Accessories 


‘Waiters S70 


Mon-Sat 9 amb pm. Sunday 10 amigm. (9 


WILLMAN AVENGER GL. 1979 (4). arones, blac wim LOTUS _EUROP: 


SPEER ees, ee 


2 MUSTANG COMMA JET. 


‘Tompeions Thin cope a 
Sal Wenibury 2483 (wre) CB 


Nice gonaition. Mew cs : Fin ranged "cise 73 
SPF SE 4, 3079, os, tee, ape season cr & 
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AMERICAN CAR? 
CONTACT THE EXPERTS 
D. B. MOTORS 


OF LEICESTER 
Specialised election 1984-1972 
FULL WARRANTY. AND. Ur TO 2 YEARS 

a Thee, Seid 


wc 9509, 20469 (Salen) 
a Kaun », food anges spare, paris in stock 


Said, WB Boat owed *rStirdee 
avse SRAUAM 2H, “STophead 


STATION GARAGE “TAPLOW 


WEEKDAYS GAM 7PM 
SUNDAYS 10AM-4PM 


LEN STREET Ltd. 


MAIN DEALER FOR LOTUS 
IN LONDON 


Ez 01-370 4114 


DRAYTON GARDENS, CHELSEA, Swi0. 
ou 


MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 


HIGH STREET (A5), EDGWARE 
MIDDLESEX. Tel: 01-952 6171 


PRIVATE SALE 


1970 (J) 4.2 E TYPE F.C. 
LRW., radio, chrome wheels, low 
4.2 Asto. 


1970.00 x6 
in white, power steering, electric 
pindows radio, 1ow'malleage, reciting seats. 


‘Telephone : 01-422 2322 
01-570 2927 (evenings or weekends) 


in sable, 
mileage 


HINE & WHITE 


1909, (One), Corvette Si Maca! take 


red. black time 
Sox, “radio, "etecwte ‘weingoree, 


‘niles. Stereo, 
1970 Triumph GTS, fed. black trim. Mage snd 
ya tyrone Fa Bee Ga 
1972 (Ky Te 
197Z Moria Marne 32, Je, luse asloon, Siua/ 
Tmatiowrer, AR 7500 sites ‘ 
owner “eno 
1995 Mint Green/groen 


Cooper ‘arey_trim. 
ara 38° monte MOT ae CoseRon foe 
yes ‘ass 


ABBOTS WORKS, FARNHAM 
Tel.: FARNHAM 4441/5888 


ALFA ROMEO - LOTUS 
JENSEN-JENSEN-HEALEY 


Essex Distributors 
FIAT DEALERS 


GRANGE MOTORS 


BROOK ST BRENTWOOD ‘Tel 216161 


Sri] SLOAN MARSHALL } 
SM ““‘caraces 
The SPORTSCAR spe 


1971 PORSCHE BME. Orange, siectic 
foo and windows, Full history, 


1971), LOTUR BAN 84 OF 

oad mites, “atu 

1967 (€) JAGUAR EJTYPE Orophess. 
Srome re wrevlen ree 


MOB ROADSTER. Overdrive, wi 


1907 (BTML TAA. Surrey top 


6-58 Barnes High 


SALEHURST GARAGE 


ROBERTSBRIDGE, 
SUSSEX 


1960 Mk £198 

170 1300 Gtr white 

3908, Pit 124 “Spore” Coupe, in’ blue, 
£798 


grey/hide, 
‘Superb vehicio en 
1968 Triumph TRE Pl, in biue, o/d, radio 


1969 Ford Capri 1300 GT. Mags, radio 
pri rT ee 


BEST TERMS AND PART EXCHANGE 
AVAILABLE 


TEL : ROBERTSBRIDGE 277 


DAVRIAN IMP 
Registered 1972 


Just needs completion 
Please telephone for details 


DAVID TOLFREY 


Pebworth 383 x 250 (day) 
Stratford-on-Avon 2807 (eveni 


Why not sell 
your sports car 
on this page. 
Tel: AUTOSPORT 
01-636 3600 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 
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GOUISEAIR 


. BEAT VAT APRIL 1st 
PLUS 2'S’ 130/5 


RICKMANSWORTH SPORTS CARS 


Easy access MI, 10 miles, M4, 10 miles M40, 5 miles 


MGB GT Mik Il, 1972, Overdrive. w/w, HRW. Sundym windows MG MIDGET Mk Ill, 1970. Bron: £695 
"teal biue’ 1 owner, 16,000 miles." E1468 LOTUS ELAN ‘SPRINT, 1971, DC, 1 owner. 14.600 miles, 
{STIs Automatic. Sunstine rast.” i" owner ‘Sundym windows throughout. Gold Leaf colours ... £142! 
LOTUS LAN 1970. 94. FHC. 1 owner. Low mileage. Red e1as 
WAW: Sun roof. Radio. Primrose © LOTUS ELAN +2. 1968. 2 owners £1125 
E1188 TRIUMPH TR6, 1972. Overdrive. Radio. 1 Gwner. 10,000 miles 
|. 1969. Overdrive. HRW. Mineral blue ... £965 Saffron 1495 
I, 1968. Overdrive, w/w. Radio. 1 owner. White © TRIUMPH TRS. Overdrive. Radio. Royal biue 
fa0s TRIUMPH GTS Mi iil, 1971. Overdrive. HAW. 1 owner, Red 
MGB GT, 1968. Automatic. Radio. White £1095 
970. Overdrive. 1 owner, Blue ue fovale TRIUMPH Mk IV, 1971. 1 owner. White 


rdrive, w/w. Radio. BRI ML, 1970. 1 owner. Radio. White 3 
‘who. Light blue AUSTIN-HEALEY MV, 1971. Ww. Towner. ‘Biue E748 


201 HIGH STREET, RICKMANSWORTH, HERTS. 
Tel.: RICKMANSWORTH (87) 75369/78079 
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CHEVROLET CAMARO 


1969 


Daytona yellow, black vinyl roof. 


Automatic. 


RIPSPEED 
£480 ONO 
1340, COOPER ‘S’ 


Black, de-seamed, lightened, "68 body, exten. 


74 wheels, roll cage, twi 

jauges, bucket seats, radio, 

Towered, speeds “in gears: 50, 70, 85, 115 
‘ph. For full spec: 

Tek: Matching 280 any time, 


DIRECTORS EXECUTIVE LEASING 


New Aston Martin, Jaguar, Porsche, BMW. Ferrari at low cost. 


NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED 


Examples: 

New Jaguar V12 E-type ... 
New BMW 3.0 CS models . 
New Ferrari Dino 


This offer applies to limited companies and e: ablished businesses and 
subject to individual quotations. Full tax relief available on the abov: 


monthly figures. 


19 Marbeortigh Rood 
London, WS. 
Tel : London (01) 579 3538. 


THE SPITFIRE 
SPECIALISTS 


SPITFIRE 


1972 "L’ Mk 4, Pimento red, h/s 


Sapphire ive 2 
iRtral green, “h7e 


HP and part exchange. 

Good Spitfires. All wanted. 
WALKER & DEEKES SPORTS CARS 
Sandridgebury Lane, Sandridge, 
‘Nr St Albans. 


St Albans 61000/88709, 


AUTOEXTRA 
PROJECTS 
IMITED. 


The firm that know and 
care about B.M.W. motor cars 


IDEAL GROUP 
ONE CAR 
1970 Camaro Z28, 350 hp, ultra high 
compression blueprinted engine. 
Solid lifters and lots of special 
“* goodies.” Ventilated discs, limited 
slip differential with special ratio, 
4-speed all synchro, close ratio geal 
box with Hurst shifter, mag wheels, 
spoiler, high-geared steering and 
special suspension. A certain 
BM ‘Dub eater. £2,350. 
Tel: 01-352 0178/9431 (day). 
Maidenhead 28584 (evening). 


WEST 
COUNTRY 


CORNWALL, DEVON SPORTS CAR 
‘SPECIALISTS 


1971 Lotus Elan Sprint. DHC. Gold/white 
£1,425 


1971 TR6. Laure! green. Hard/soft tops. 
16,000 miles £1,370 

1970 E-type. DHC. Radio, etc £1,795 

1872 Spitfire Mk 4. Dork blue, Radio. 9,000 
miles 

1968 Elan 84” FAG” White, SE model E990 

1969 Fiat 124 Sport. Positano yellow. 
Radio, Webasto roof £1,050 


XASs, new hood, tonneau, etc 
Please contact 

Penryn Car Sales, Falmouth, 

Tel: Penryn (03267) 2728. 


PORSCHE 911E 2.4 


JOS RANDLES 


er998 
1972 Gilbern Estate 1898 
1970 Jaguar XJ8 Automatic eas 
1870 Lotus Europa. Yellow 1095 
1870 Lotus Elan ONC. 23,000 mi en195 
1968 (@) Alfa 1780 Veloce, Specimen ..... £1296 
1969 (April) Lancia Fulvia 1300. Give ...., £1096 
1968 (G) E-Type FHC. Radio, 2 loos! owners €1395 
1970 TRG Rlosdster. Red. 0/4, w/w 1195 
1069 TRE. Hard end som tops 098 
4970 Escort Twin Cam. Yellow/biack x05 
1969 Ginetta G15. Buhama yellow 675 
1972 Scimitar GTE. 
1970 Capri 3-litre, 18,000 mi e905, 
Large stocks of Lotus and Scimitar parts, 
Service and repairs by works trained staft, 


WHARF GARAGES, STOKE-ON-TRENT 
Tel.: 48361-47623 


Bilstein dampers. Koni dampers. Uprated springs. Better brakes. Smaller 
steering wheels. Scheel seats. Wider wheels, both alloy and steel. Fully 
adjustable anti-roll bars. Halogen headlamps. Tailored lamp brackets. Special 
exhaust systems. Various stages of engine modifications to suit your 
requirements. In fact all the extras your ‘BMW dealer probably doesn’t even 
know about. Why not give us a ring on 01-370 6242. 


FORD ESCORT 
RS1600 SPECIAL 


Sebring red. 2,000 miles only. 
As new, £1,595. 
Maranello Concessionaires 


18a Astwood Mews, London. S.W.7. Tel: Egham 6222. 
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EXCEPTIONAL SALE OF 
FAST AND UNUSUAL CARS, ASTON MARTIN SPARES, 


GARAGE EQUIPMENT, MODELS AND MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
Many items at well below usual value 


CARS 


seattle cone tione™ 


TUTBURY 2744 
24 hour answering service 
VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 


TEST OWE ONE TODAY AT 


HollyHowse 


rR NEW OPEL FOR £25* DEPOSIT 
Cash price on Repayments 
the road. per week 


ASCONA SR 1900cc 2-door £1492.15 £9.73 
ASCONA 87SR 4-door. 1900cc e1598.31 £10.99 
MANTA COUPE 1600cc £1620.93 £11.12 
MANTA 595R Rallye 1900cc €1751.77 £12.06 


This 4a hire purchase and not controce hire. The oat immediately becomes your roosrty 
For further detmils fil in the coupon siongerde, 


ALL THE ABOVE CARS CARRY 12 MONTHS ROAD TAX, SEAT BELTS 
AND DELIVERY CHARGE. 


Hendon Way Motors Ltd 
393-5 Hendon Way 
London, NW4 


MASERATI 3500 GT 
1963 (). Remarkable condition. Immaculate 
riginal black leather imesior and carpets 
Colour "and quality. Really rare. mechanic 
Igo Lotus ELAN sa sees hp ee Why not sell 
LOTUS ELAN ally and i has just had a comprehensive y 
ioe Lorus ELAN Eas, 8 SP § Service and check. Totally better than the 
iC : average 3500. Straightforward to maintain, your sports car 
Kroc apne oft compara Aston or a 
ing. only for the money” Could jus about 
cs ase | | ocd st oriz0 apace sacha’ Could on this page. 
1870 MGB Roadster, 1 onr. 21,000 mais era4e | | Pocuirer must buy at the price. £870 onc. Tel: AUTOSPORT 
Ro £1,090 Tek 01-998 2767 or 01-998 6131 eves/Sun. 
01-636 3600 


1971 TRIUMPH TRe PI 
1970 MINI 1275 GT (esos 
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pee@\SAVE £500! 


ON YOUR NEW LOTUS COMPONENT CAR, 
PURCHASED BEFORE 31st MARCH, 1973 
DELIVERY EX STOCK 


rim, 4 apead ELAN SPRINTS—£2044 28 130—£2830 

Black, ostmesl trim, 6 speed DHC, red/white, black trim Red/silver, black trim, § speed 

Regency, oatmeal trim, 5 speed Lagoon/silver, black trim, 5 speed 
Tawny/silver, black trim, 4 speed 

White, black trim, 5 speed 


EUROPA SPECIALS—£2044 
Black, oatm 


BHC. lagcon/white, black trim 


Yellow, black trim, 4 speed DHC, tewny /white, bleck trim 


Yellow, black trim, 5 speed FHC, fime/white, black trim 


Yellow, black trim, 4 speed 
Tawny, oatmeal trim, 5 speed FHC, tawny/white, black trim Regency/silver, black trim, 4 speed 

Tawny, oatmeal trim. 4 speed Tawny/silver, champagne trim, § speed 
White, black trim, 6 speed 

Lagoon, black trim, 8 speed 242/254 SPROWSTON ROAD, NORWICH. TEL (0603) 42.9 12, 


WEBB MOTORS LTD 


MORRIS STAPLETON a we PAUL 
MOTORS LTD. NES 


1 am not advertising any cars 
this week, due to the fatal 
accident involving my co- 
ASTON MARTIN DBS director and friend David 


Bartrop which took place on 


1970 Morgan 4/4. White, 17,000 miles. 


Loather luggage rack 2 week old Aston Martin OBS Vantage. a 
1970 Morgan "8 Metallic gold, lack leather interior. Friday, 16th at Monza during 
1970 Morg} White, 4-aoater. 21.000] | Chrome wire wheels, 1000 miles. Radio. an endurance test. | would like 
1909 Morgen +8. Red. Luggage rack. Mag All ueual DBS extres, spots etc. Reason to extend my sympathy to 

Wheols. Tonneau cover. for sale is due to instability of company. Irene, Leon, Sarah and all 
1989' Morgan’ 4/4, Pale blue. W/w. Ton Bretcipie nee pnts ee 

neau cor . 

1969 Morgan 4/4, Green, 2 owners. New PAUL WEBB 
nocd Ternata eover 7: FINANCE CAN BE ARRANGED 
1068 Hora 7, Yaw, aor, weber Uouth 2002 (0507) Unce 


1967 Morgan 4/4. Red. Engine recently 
reconditioned. SP tyres, 
1966 Morgan +4. Yellow. W/w. Tonneau. 
‘TR4 engine. Good condition. 
1970 MGB. Bahama yellow. 0/d. Rostyle 
1971 Morgan 4/4. 4. 
1971 Morgan 4/4. 4. 
1971 MGB. ‘White. Tonneau. Rostyte 
wheels. Radio. 
REECE MEWS, LONDON, SW7 


Tel.: 01-589 6894 cays) 


911E SPORTOMATIC, 1971, 1 owner. blue 
with tan trim. Power sunroof, power 
windows, tinted glass all round, hei 
rear window, AM/FM radio, power aerial 

ori anaes earners History available. This car is in immacu- 

& late condition £3150 


aan Tel.: Twyford 341410 (BERKS) 


FERRARI 365 GTC 1969. 

Mid metallic blue, tan interior, in concours 

condition as its 17,000 miles will vorify. 

This is the best 365 GTC available, at 
£4500. 


FOC member buying @ Daytone 
Mr Stewart 
Tel.: 061-480 9711 day or 


Disley (Cheshire) 4655 home. 
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CLARKE & SIMPSON LTD. 


London’s Rally Sport Centre 


* New Mexico and RF1500 
for immediate delivery 


* ESCORT RS1600 (Jan 
1972). Sunset red, black 
interior. ‘Fitted luxury cus- 
tom pack, radio, wing 
mirrors, RS alloy wheels, 
low mileage, in excellent 
condition. £1375. 


* ESCORT RS1600 (Jan 
1972). Tawny metallic, 
black interior, fitted luxury 
custom packs, radio, wing 
mirrors, RS alloy wheels, 
low mileage, in excellent 
condition. £1375. 


* ESCORT RS1600 (Jan 
1972). Electric blue, black 
interior, fitted luxury custom 
pack, radio, wing mirrors, 
RS alloy wheels, low mile- 
age, in excellent condition. 

£1375. 


* ESCORT MEXICO (March 
1971). White, black interior. 
Undersealed, in excellent 
condition, one owner. £975. 


* ESCORT TWIN-CAM (Jan 
1970). White, black interior. 
Fitted radio, Cosmic wheels, 
in good ‘condition. One 
‘owner only. £850. 

Contact : Michael Hibbert, 
49 Sloane Square, 
SW1W 8AU. 

1-730 0436. 


‘BMW 2002 
1008 FHC. White, tack interior, Minifte wheels 
radial tyres, 45,000 miles, MoT. 985, 
HP. art exchange 
Tol: Dartiord 29002 


He and burt xchange, 
Tel. Darviord 980%" 


R. PRATT LTD 
262/270 High Street, Sutton, Surrey 


CONNOISSEURS 


inert CARS sacuar 


FERRARI DAYTONA. Ose, 1970. Immaculate £5500 


ASTON, MARTIN 086, 1900. Manual. Vantage 
STinced. carome wee "Eibes 
DAHER “SOWENEION XU 43. PAS. Le Fr 


deposit, balance 3 years. 
(01-579 4999/3538, 01-727 1639 


RELIANT 1971 
K registered GTE 
Nevada_yellow, tan interior, 4000 miles 
only. Radio, alloy ‘wheels, overdrive 


£2,000 
Phone daytime, Romford 66239. 
After 7 pm Ingrebourne 70067. 
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HIGH PERFORMANCE ! 


1970 LANCIA ZAGATO 1.35. 
Midnight blue. Many extras including radio. 
‘43,7000 miles. 
£1400 
Tel: Newhaven 4301 
(BUSINESS HOURS) 


of DENHAM ‘ 


DENHAM GREEN AUTO CENTRE 


NORTH ORBITAL ROAD 
DENHAM, Near UXBRIDGE 
BUCKS 


ALFA ROMEO @ PORSCHE 


TEL: DENHAM 3577 or 3579 


PORSCHE 911E LUX 
Metallic chrome yellow. 
USED SPORTS CARS. 

1971 JAGUAR E-TYPE Coupe V12. Light 
blue, radio/stereo £2875 
1972 PORSCHE. Silver, sliding root, 8,000 
miles £4995 
1971 TRIUMPH STAG. White, hard/solt 
top. radio, manual, overdnve ... £2125 
1972 ‘TRIUMPH STAG in Saffron. Auto- 
‘matic, hard and soft top, radio, 4,900 
miles £2475 
1971 ALFA ROMEO 1750 ‘saloon. Fawn, 
finted gloss £1445 
1870 ALFA ROMEG “1766 GTV. Yallow 

a] 
1969 E-TYPE ROADSTER. Red, storeo/ 
radio, _vge £1895 
1970 E-Type Roadster, red, £1995. 1968 

E-Type Roadster, hard top, £1496, 
1968 Alfa Romeo 1300 GT, blue, sun rool, 

radio, £895. 
1970 Elan FHC and OHC, both red, from 
£1165, 1968 +2 Elan, beige, £1045. 1971 
GTB. blue, 1969 Spitfire, BRG, £595, 1971 
Midget, fed, also white, £795, 1969 
Porsche 912, beige. 1969 Jaguar XJ6, 
£2125. 1970 Mini 1275 GT, yellow, £645. 
1972 VW 1302s, red, £946, 

ALSO A SELECTION OF SPORTS. 

SALOONS IN STOCK. RING FOR DETAILS 


PARK LANE GARAGE 
ABBEY LANE 
LEICESTER 
Tel.: Leicester 64471/64195 


1989 TRIUMPH TRE. Whe, Sofi sop, Regiomodie 
now, tyres recently Weved 5,000 milan Very good 


‘Tol Tadworth 3691 he 


OFFER : 


67 model (Oct 65) Alfa Romeo 
Sprint GTV. Yellow ochre, black 
‘interior. Ve 
exemple. 
£695. 


‘well-maintained 
Atractively priced at 


70 Triumph Spitfire. Red. 1 owner 
ew. Avery clean example 


£695, 
70 Reliant Scimitar GTE. Red. 1 
‘owner. Fitted radio. £1695. 


536-564 HIGH ROAD 


WOODFORD GREEN, ESSEX 
Tel.: 01-504 9511 


WANTED 


LOTUS 7, SERIES 3. 


TATTY; DAMAGED, ‘WRITE-OFF 
PREFERRED COMPLETE. 
ANYTHING CONSIDERED. 

WHY ? 


061-445 5746 


Agar gay uroMarremeer nae 


“SSIS Sao FSs Sasa! as 


ALFA, 


sito EMER weacey LOTUS) 


VAT Aran. 2 enos Lorus in component Fone, 


MASERATI 
GHIBLI 


Immaculate example of this most beautiful 
coupe. Top speed 172 mph, meticulously 


DE TOMASO PANTERA 


1972 “ L"" registration. Finished in white. 
Only 1,00 miles. This is the mid-engined 
57-lire model as tested in the 14th 


December, Autocar, and isthe 
perfectionist’s dream. 
Price: £6,395 


part exchange terms available 
Mr B, Fawcett. Tel: Brighton 778191. 


£2,500 


Tol: 01-476 1065 (day) 
021-422 7658 (evening) 


TVR 


CATERHAM CAR SALES 


ROLLS-ROYCE 
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RACING CARS 
721 March FS000,_ offers 
Tis March. modified ad updated to suit S000 or 
MWS March Special. Modified for Atlantic. bag tanks. a ha gt 
tte tbe Ott tanks "water ianks, alloy catch tanks. From 
PaiuserZ/Atantic, bag tanks, wings, etc. Just re- ates. 1 Beach 


vorg_WDNI. rand new and umes. PREM aSTEapeatgt wun pre aaoer, iMG AMEE lt FH small wort care, ee 
i  eipeenetinglpagenirs Se arene pes estat a wach, 
Sea ct ow, rome canes: Meee coe oe rs tecant, Kant uy and 
FST a RIE aw ceceaan em, ree 
pf 


ENGINE SPARES 
I rgy ce sre fot Cares ss bo GEARBOX SPARES 


For ai types, mosis” new" parts, in “very” geod 
ba soo ENGINES-GEARBOXES 3 
ace Wi Stacie. NEW FORMULA FORD CHASSIS 
it A Sil ce Pew, 76, cimug 275, 3a 


Engine and gearbox quality rebuilds guaranteed. Chassis straightening and_ servicing 
ine Wheels, tyres, engines, gearboxes and chassis wanted, {air prices paid 


COMPETITION CAR SALES BUREAU 


‘omy 2002 (RACER). Turbosheraed engine ging 230 bho +. S-apeed box BOND EQUIPE (HILLCLIMB CAR). 1957 body with 1979 mechanice, 2 
David Wood suspansion. 10mm Miniltes, alicka, paw clutch, oud, ea, ‘Sant sus 
“Group il car at prevent at Dovid Wood! 
‘worked. spon #2005 co 
‘ine ire ALFA ROMEO "(ROAD GAR). “Guiita”“Guper 7000" Go, TH Radio. New 
itch 4,800 oven rt 


ntsined 
eure. on 


Bt 
JEFF WILLIAMSON 
29-31 MOORGATE, RETFORD, NOTTS. 

Tel.: Retford 2642 
EXPORT ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


S.H.A.R.P. 1971 MEXICO 


Excellent history: First modified for Mexico racing and won 
RACING FOR THE BEST IN ‘ony 300 miles. on the clock. Wat changed to rally car: ma 
5 Did one round of 

FORMULA FORD RACING 
fit new world cup cross-member and new 


Royale RP16s with Scholar engine Bilsteins all round for £875. Could easily be raced again or will 

available for hire during 1973. @ really ideal reliable successful rally car 
F Also demon Anglia available. Built by the lads for their own 
Complete spares and back-up service fun, but cost so much will have to sell now it is just com- 
at every meeting. pleted. 1568cc, Lotus block, crank, “C’ rods and ‘Slipper’ 
naikiok pistons. Balanced pistons, rods, crank, clutch, etc. 1500 head 
Contract hire arranged for series o' ported with Zodiac valves, electric pump, twin 40s, streng- 
races or complete championships. thened front end complete ; classic struts and SS11s; GT rear 
s brakes and VG95s; 5iJs with ‘Hispeed Pirell's 185 x 13. 
Book now for pre-season test session. Plus so many more bits and pieces and all were NEW WHEN 
FITTED. Safe engine revs to 8000. Top speed unbelievable 
' ; and acceleration absolutely shattering | Will accept a realistic 

Ring or write to Peter Semus offer. 


3 Brighton Pla A : A 
Brighton, eee Ring J. J. Silencers (Brian Metson) 


Tel.: 0273 25348 at Medway 46926 
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RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 
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LOW COST RACING LTD. 


(SPONSORS OF 1000 cc FORMULA FORD) 
VAT hiss us_all‘on Apri tai. ‘On-that day we will ha 


imate 2 great Hi 
i Choice a2 


{i600 ce" MAE i's Torn 
Mills and Sprints This 


enya, enon 
Pear egat ar asi oo pat eS 
: Pore 
iin ni onto 


CHASSIS AUsO ‘SUFTAGLE MoNoPOSTO OO 


1781988 FI medal, out whih some FF mods in” wécsilone ond 
Shaina! candy, ready to 1 Slewmand. amd any SOND io 05S, 
SuRuble ita, Libre, Rs and Monoposto. 


233 ‘ace 1000 cc Cosworth end Mewisnd bos. Suit 
‘00d tus In Monopon! 250 
ts. 'Ki in" ood ‘condition “and 'once'agsin, good. velue’tor. the 
‘ be ii 


the weakend—isiar deiailn on 
i “ 


ALEXIS Mu 18 FORMULA FORO Immaculet colina creasie on, Torings 
iP worth! fear i! you want # smart competitive low priced Form 


Ess 
iar trat "yest in F780," compiaie with’ Gm 
speed ‘s/c Niopy box £178, 


‘ENGINES (For furener 
Torin Cam. rebuilt 460. As 
jamsbly, medined 
yanort engin 
Fila, ce, Eanmiorth Ford. ary sumped, 
ts0. 


Severs! Hewiand Mk 6 box 
Boiling XL bax movined for racing 


‘sands 
A small selection from our shelves of new and used 1 
Dowaraugn, Ya0@/8000 cnet sp wat, two 5/0. vin choke 
‘New and ‘used dey" sum, 
Touue r "aoay, 0, Campin 3/30 oaay 
Simm Cosworth pis 


38 ewe F5t hale two. eles rae Wain 8/5 
35705, jfk bu gw Fara GT ims fi0. or2 


not tae 678 ra 


ne 


WHEELS. 
Min and 141m £3 per inch. Some few 

Sor Dunlop slicks an iain Mini mag/alioy wheels, E78. 
Special” offers: 
Ser Goodyear NEW slicks 84/20/13 and 11/23/13. 80 sot 
Firestone @ 8/20/13 slicks. New £29. Scruboed £18. 
Firestone 7.8/22/13 

= trom €5. 

's0/13, £19, 
(3 rears ard 25 fronts, £36, 


PART EXCHANGE ROAD, G2 RACE WELCOME 


MARCH 722 


Blue and white. 1840 BDA Alan Smith, 100 miles, with 
four spare wheels and tyres and ten spare ratios. 


£3,200, less engine £2,200. 


JOHN SMITH, 
Ballymena, Northern Ireland. 


Tel: Ballymena 41621/6483. 


CLIVE BAKER’S 
McLAREN M10B 


Ready to race, with spare wheels cover, set of springs 
etc. 
€3250 


Tel.: 0803 63424 
Plot 89, Queensway, ‘Shiphay, 


IVERSAL SALVAGE | LIMITED 


aRREEESSSE 


Bye 
7s 
£299 
200 
59 
£99 
ee 
He 
BEd 
fs 
Bid 
£85 


Most of the sbove units sold complete with anc 
UNIVERSAL SALVAGE LTD 
Leyes Road, London, E16 Tel.: 01-476 6449/5417 


WORKS TEAM REQUIRE 
MECHANICS 


CHEVRON CARS require experienced racing mechanics for two 
car Formula 2 team (Gethin and Birrell) for full European season 
followed by winter in South Africa with the Sports Cars. 


Excellent wages, bonus, and expenses, top working conditions, 
Brand new transporter. 


JOIN A WINNING TEAM 
‘TEL: GRAHAM WHITE OR PAUL OWEN, BOLTON 4515: 


MARCH 722 


In white, complete with Rowland BDA, 205 bhp, spare ratios, 
‘spare wets, car cover and many other useful spares. 


£3,750 comotete 
Part exchange cansidered 


Tel: Paul, Hindhead 5835 or David, Hazlemere 3109 evenings 
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Due to exciting new plans George Humble Racing offer for sale their 
complete equipment consisting of : 

1 Chevron B21 complete with 1 never used new 1840cc FVC 
1 Rebuilt 1800cc FVC. 

2 £1200 gearboxes both just rebuilt 

1 Bedford TK Transporter. 

and a very full comprehensive list of spares. 


Enquiries to 
Sees Peter Humble, Lancaster 64372 or 01-626 3011. 
‘or Paul Weldon, Stalbridge 671 


GROUP 1 


TEAM ENSIGN | | orn 


CHOICE OF THREE 1972 F3 Vegantune engines fully 

reconditioned as used by Ricky Vanopel. 1972 F3 

Works Iberia car as used by Mike Walker, less engine 

with gearbox and inboard rear brakes. 

F/Atlantic car used by Mike Walker, less engine. 

1972 F3 car complete less engine as used by Steve 

Vandervell, 2nd in Championship. 

Two FT200 gearboxes, one race each only. Bitttotlre meaov vo co 
For information phone Walsall 24496 nadia ane 


CLEARANCE SALE 


1000 one (plus tree oi) 
Tel: Tattenhall (STD 0829) 70429 


Tel: (0632) 650735 


Two well sorted 


CHEVRON SPORTS CARS 


at bargain prices 


a 
Both cars have been maintained regardless of cost, and are in immaculate condition, ready for 
another successful season. Choice of 3 FVCs. 1—1850cc 262 bhp. 2—1800cc or 1—1850 BDA. 


Prices for-a complete ready to race car 


FROM £3,900 or will separate. H.P. or part exchange welcome 
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THE TWO MOST 
SUCCESSFUL ELDENS 


Stripped and rebuilt regardless of cost, 
Rowland updated engines. Both cars equip- 
ped with Graviners and with RMCQ rose- 
joints. Unraced since rebuild. Between them 
these cars have won Formula Ford World 
Cup, South Western Championship. 2nd in 
the Townsend Thoresen. 12 wins in UK 
and 3 lap records and wins at Zolder and 
Vallelunga and lap records at both 


Transporter, spares, wheels and tyres. 
Sensible offers. 


Tel.: 01-584 7587 ; 01-572 3726 
or Burnham 63351 


MIKE YOUNG OFFERS TIM WALTON MOTOR ACCESSORIES 


Foran manera ceoeupes® 214 FLEET ROAD, FLEET. HANTS 


= with 1000 ce Holbay aii egel ait 
Jé = om downdraught engine with C 2 
~~) 


twin 40 DCM2 carbs, 5.66 
limited slip diff, 7" Minilite 
wheels with two sets of WE CATER FOR THE RALLYIST AT OUR 
tyres. Full fibre-glass RACE & RALLY CENTRE 
front end, doors and boot 
Only raced twice. £850. Stockists for—SUPERSPORT, JANSPEED, MAG., REVOLUTION 
MIKE YOUNG. CIBIE CARELLO CLUB, etc—10% discount for comp Niconce 
YOUNG'S GARAGE (ILFORD) LTD. holder. No deposit credit terms available 


482 Ley Stroct, IMord. Tel : 01-554 6033 


wie 


SLOANE EAA ee 
Sell your spares 
and accessories in 


AUTOSPORT Market Place £1,595 GROPA CMC III BDA 


Brand new and unused. Very advanced specification, Vegantune 
BDA. B19 suspension. Lightweight lime green body, just has 


Tel: 01-636 3600 to be seen. Exchange considered. 


TITEL Tel: Bucklow Hill 830423 (Cheshire) 
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RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 48-54 - Racing and Competition Cars 55-59 * Autosport Market Place 59-62 
Teper 


RACING SALOONS — 


cca F cian Gas ne 


Se aM ay Bn 


Meamact Masriee Gonm. Tat *Wonimy eaare S 


AUTOSPORT MARKET 


Sports and Performance Cars 48-54 * Racing and Competiti¢w-Cars 55-59 + Autosport Market Place 59-62 


BALANCING 


BS sae 


ORT eee 
& 3 


CORBEAU, conTouN, cam WOOD, 


nalanee marae. tntony ware ny, 
aes amperage egated wk tay Felce? Hise 


HEWLAND GEARBOXES 


REDUILDS—REPAIRS—NEW AND S/H SPARES 
‘AND RATIOS 


V.W. DERRINGTON LTD 


FORALL 
WEBER CARBURETTERS 


‘ano grancs a eg 
Medtoltss Mipge sna tarourstiny Unita RACING GEARBOX CENTRE 
ry Pisce. 
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Is this badge on your bonnet? 


If so we can provide everything for your road 
rally or race car to make it go faster, stop quicker 
and handle better, all at realistic prices! 
Interested? Then ring 01-736 7675. 


Churchitt FY Bennitt ira 


44, The Arches, Grimston Road, London S.W.6. 


LOTUS MECHANICS REQUIRED 


Applicants must be fully experienced and able to work on 
‘own initiative. Knowledge of conversion work ‘on Twin Cam's 


‘and 'BDA’s an advantage but not essential 


Please contact The Manager at 


dave smith eng. Itd. 
214a Wanstead Park Rood, 
Cranbrook, IMord, Essex. Tel.: 01-554 6194, 


Immaculate Triumph GTS Mi 
(os by one lady owner. Bi 
Naw 


UUUUUUUAUAUANUEOUEA OOO EAA EEN EEO EY EAU ENO EA EOE 
Sell your spares 
and accessories in 


AUTOSPORT Market Place 


Tel: 01-636 3600 
ET 


taht Sea 


TERMINUS INSURANCE 


GO KART eu ene ans (anaes 


60 


SPORTS CAR INSURANCE 


NEW BELL STAR 


£24.95 


ex stock 
Bob Howlings Racing 
1 Trafford Street, 
off Deansgate, 
Manchester 1 
061-834 8033 day 
0625 74022 evenings. 


(26083) 


‘ 
dave smith 

racing engines 

Phone, write or call for details and price list of 
our BDA and Twin Cam Engines, 1300cc-2000cc. 


dave smith eng. Itd., 


2144 Wanstead Park Rlosd, Cranbrook, Mord, Eexex, 
Tol: 01-664 6194, 
Cosworth and Lotus spares stockists 


TRAILERS 


Lightweight Trailers 12ft x 6ft 2 wheels £140. 4 
wheels, £185. All complete with lights, ramps, jockey 
wheel, spare wheel. Immediate delivery. Other sizes 
ailable on 7 days delivery. Fully covered aluminium 
racing car box trailers made to order. 

Write, call or phone 


TANNER TRAILERS: 
Pixmore Avenue 


FIRESTONE 
RACING TYRES 


Sizes to suit all single-seaters and saloon cars, an 
opportunity for the Hillcimber/Sprinter to get the 
latest tyres. 
ALEXIS CARS 
‘Haloughton Grange, Whitacre, 
Coleshill, Birmingham. 
Tel.: Furnace End 401 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Sich Eonraias entra 2s at S Prsaasl 204 (Xen) evening, 
a 
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3 king’s Re 
orca 


Rend ant Mavig, Acca, Woibarn) 


ygiereation RUntoct ON ena non rs 


ROLLOVER BARS 


ALEY BARS 


CHRIS MONTAG! 


Kendapeed, Shatald 
‘Autehit, Stators 
Sri Grins, Windsor 


ALEYOARS, LONDON ROAD, SAWSTON 
SAWSTON (02203) 2575, 


SAFETY GLASS 


SECIS TE ACCENT ol AE: 
Ee’ ia Gi 
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- AUTOSPORT: 


Le be mer Racing and 


ARKET 


STEERING WHEELS 
mornts, 


Seether” Soa? Gas ert week. 


Ease Micting ms at 


seater shctea 


a Taiicwmen ous, 
{ 


"SPACE FRAMES 


Cs rien tated Yor 


SPMIQUMAMCE SPARES ano accessonies 
BE'Gidaury Pines, Consens Wit Fel" clots Amie 


TxronT senvices 
ALL OVERSEAS SUPPLY PROBLEMS SOLVED 


SEP are, Wah wert 


WHEELS 


For all wheel problems contact: 
MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 
me a werial Tapaira,“temverslens, 
71 Jeddo Road, Shepherds Bush 
London. Wiz 
‘Tol: 01-749 1391/2 re 


ens a TYRES 


TQM AME 3.6 uly nun, 98. 2.x 7p ln Maanar 


rT 


AUTOSPORT GUIDE TO ROLLING ROAD FACILITIES 


DURHAM & 
NORTH EAST 


Morgan distributors 


Open or road exhaust 
1 & J MacDONALD LTD. 


ALDON GO 
ROLLING 


aldon ROAD 


CRYPTON/HEENAN DIAGNOSTIC BAY 
300 bhp ROLLING ROAD 


ALDON AUTOMOTIVE 


Breener Industrial Estate 
Station Drive 
off Brettell Lane 
Brierley Hill, Stafts 
Tel.: 78508 


Classified Advert 


Classification heading 


NORMAN REEVES 


your Rallye Sport dealers for 
Rolling Roads at all our depots 


NORMAN REEVES (Motors) LTD. 
Oxford Road, 
High Wycombe, Bucks. 
Tel : High Wycombe 23111 


NORMAN REEVES (Motors) LTD. 
13 Windsor Road, 
Slough, Bucks. 

Tel: Slough 28544. 


NORMAN REEVES (Motors) LTD. 
Park Avenue, 
Southall, Middlesex 
Tel : 01-574 6886. 


NORMAN REEVES (Motors) LTD. 
213/218 High Street, 
Uxbridge, Middlesex. 

Tel : Uxbridge 33444 


[TUNGSTON ] 
Engine tune clinic for private 
patients only. Rolling road test- 
ing up to 300 bhp at wheels. 

DIAL IN 01-346 6616 
€ [Reine tyre | 
ROWING ROAD TEST CUNIC 
LS Bowne pone rest cue | 
NETHER STREET, FINCHLEY CENTRAL, 
LONDON, N3 


UPTUNE 


UPSHIRE 
SERVICE 


STATION 
UPSHIRE ROAD, 
WALTHAM ABBEY, 
ESSEX. 

Tel: Waltham Cross 
(97) 26660. 

Ford Performance Specialists 
Full Dynamometer Service 


Name 
Address 


Cheque/PO value 


For office use only 


isement Form 


enclosed. 


(make of car, etc.) 


AUTOSPORT, FEBRUARY 22. 1973 


Rally and track events all over the world 
et a are consistently won by drivers who choose 
where the action is seams go teetiar ast 

= = © Minilites are beautifully designed and made. 
Each wheel is thoroughly tested and proved 
before it leaves Tech-Del. 


Write today for full details, stating 
the make of your car, 


Please send Minilite details 


MINILITE © fo 


the strongest lightest safest wheelsintheworld [Raaemeg 


Made in England by TECH DEL LTD. 32-36 Telford Way London W.3. Tel: 01-743 0103 


Published Today 


Automobile Year 20 


Edited by Douglas Armstrong 


1 you take motoring sport seriously, you cannot seesee-s 
atford to miss AUTOMOBILE YEAR, with its Penick Stephens Ud, oa 
Your leading bookseller 


| iastrations, case bound. 


- £6.20 net. 


Patrick Stephens Limited _ 


9 Ely Place, London EC1N 6SQ. Te/. 07-405 2297 
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KONI DISTRIBUTORS . 
G. C. AKESTER LTD 


Contact Jean de Ruse 
for tu oF the 


= 


KONI ARMSTRONG, SPAX. WOODHEAD | 


MONROE RECONDITIONED UNITS 


BUCK & BROMLEY (137) LTD., 


12 Wendell Road (Askew Road). 
Shepherds 


SILENCER LTD. 
KONI, ARMSTRONG. GIRLING AND MONROE 
ee 
‘Tol: fern Oi oer eae (22° or call at 
Pind 


"MOTORTUNE 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR 


CONTOUR SEATS 


‘TRADE AND RETAIL ENQUIRIES WELCOME 
‘Telephone 01-581 1234 
250 BROMPTON RD SW3 01-581 1234 


ARMSTRONG 
Wheelspin Motor Accessories Ltd 
13b Cleveland Street, Wolverhampton 
Tel: (0902) 29313 


KONI & FLOATAIR 
STOCKISTS 
ATLAS SPARES 


181 We , Northampton 
Tel: pastes? 31147/35718 


KONI 
MARCO TAWIL 
(MOTOR FACTORS) 


4a Church Road, Northenden, Manchester 22 
Tol: 061-998 5387 


This is not a complete list of dealers. 


Classified Advertisement Form 


Name 
Address 


Classification heading 


Cheque/PO value 


(Sa ae Pe earotioac aaa) 


enclosed. 


: 
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AUTOSPORT GUIDE TO 


ENGINE TUNING 


GORDON SMITH sxcrxserrc up 


ALWAYS AHEAD! 


surruiens ot 


@ ALL ENGINE SPARES. 


ELECTRONIC BALANCING @ CRANKSHAFT GRINDING @ CYLINDER REBORING 


FULL RACE FLYWHEEL LIGHTENING @ 


e SURFACE GRINDING @ ENGINE 
RECONDITIONING @ LINE BORING FOR STEEL CAPS. @ TUFTRIDING 


PISTONS @ VANDERVELL BEARINGS 


‘Bromsgrove Road. Halesowen, Birmingham 
Tel : 021-550 3211/2 


TUFTRIDING IN THE SOUTH 


FOR_A SPEEDY SERVICE ON CRANKS, RODS, 


@ VANDERVELL 
ER 


@ Pow 
@ HEPOL 
@ GLaAc 


CAMS, FOLLOWERS Etc. 


ALSO FOR: 
MAX 
ITE 
TECTION R 
CONTACT 
AUTO ENGINE SERVICES (HARROW) 
7 PALMERSTON ROAD, WEALDSTONE, HARROW. MIDDLESEX 


FIRST IN SCOTLAND 


For crankshaft balancing, 
conversions and all 
engine services 


AGRA Engineering Co. 


JAGUAR ENGINES 
HAVING TROUBLE WITH YOURS? 


ANYTHING FROM A DECOKE TO A 
COMPLETE ENGINE. REBUILD 


PLEASE CALL FOR ESTIMATE 


TEL: 01-808 4445 


1. HANOVER ROAD, TOTTENHAM N15 


01-863 6660 


Tel: DUNDEE 44207 


63 FOUNDRY LANE, 
DUNDEE 


% 24 HOUR BALANCING SERVICE 


Boring, sleeving, crank grinding. 


for competition requirements. 


Lotus 
SERVICE SPECIALISTS 


TUNING AND CONVERSION 
SPECIALISTS 


SPEEDWAY MOTOR 
ENGINEERING SERVICES LTD. 
67/69 ALFRED ROAD, 
LONDON, w2 
Tol: 01-289 0030 


MINI COOPER SPECIALISTS 
Personal Service & Wide Experience combine 
to offer the ultimate in Mini Cooper Servicing 
& Tuning and Compatition Preparation. 

Collection & Delivery Service available. 
We use Sun Diagnostic Tuning Equipment. 


FREE 


suwrune | LAVERS 
every sevice | NIEWALL 
braje RACING 


FEBRUARY 


123/133 Larkhall Lane, London S.W.4. 


ENGINE SERVICES 


12 Crown Lane, Stourbri: 


Wore: 
Tel: 03843 3457 or 71638 


(Stourbridge) 


DYNAMIC BALANCING 


A Service for the West of England 


Avery static balancing machines for con-rods 


and pistons. 
4 


0793-81-331 (Wroughton, Wilts). 
BASSET DOWN LTD, SWINDON SN4 30P 


SPECIALISTS 


&> 


For the Development and Re-building of the above engines. ‘Contact’ 


TWIN-CAM & B.D.A. 


dave smith eng. Itd. 


214a Wanstead Park Road, Crawbrook, _Iiford, Essex. 
STOCKISTS FOR LOTUS & COSWORTH SPARES 


01 554 6194 


most impres: 
st. All of W 
5 knew 


Marathor 
and F 


18 coer CUS Park 
Trruxtod 


Apri 3 

Bon 20 

Brit 30 costa, Mallory 

Mey 7 Gear, Snetterton 

Mey 14 Gastro! Silverstone 

Mev 2° eritex,, Granda Hater Yee 

Mey 27 geste) Rutforth Yee 

Mey 28 Coser croft Yee 

Srey Briton, Siverstone Yee 

Ninel castro! Biverstare Yee 

June 18 Britax, Mallory Fre nd 

Jury 2 Gestrol  Siiverstan tee 

July 8 Brtex, Oulton fon Ve 

Ny 30 Gastro, Snettortn ee 

August Gear! Mallory Cone Ys 

pues Biller, malo perk, tS 

augueys cae quiron ern 1 

auauetzo — Briten Brande Yee mers? 

puso. Cae, ends teark tet 7 v 

Auguerper 3, Bite Molloy perch 15% Jealer, 10 SACS Moskvich C 

Sentero, am earth {se deakgda Road. OYSTC, rs Byfleet Surrey: 
enter er 24 CaSO siverssprarch 1 T < 

‘October 8 Castrol Mallory Park ast elepho’ fleet 221. om me 

peter xs. BOON Malone 1s 

Qcxobe ye castro! | 


Moskvich 


; S the competition? 


